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TALES OF THE PASSIONS; 



IN WHICH IS ATTEMPTED 



AN ILLUSTRATION OF THEIR EFFECTS 



ON 



THE HUMAN MIND : 

£ACH TALE COMPRISED IN ONE VOLUBfE. AND FORMING THE 

SUBJECT OF A SINGLE PASSION. 



BY GEORGE MOORE. 



Ezniting, tremblingf raging, fainting^ 
Possest beyond the Muse's paintmg ; 
By turns they felt the glowing miod 
Duturfo*d, delighted, rais'd, refin'd ; 
Till once, 'tis said, when all were fir*d, 
Flli'd with fury, rapt, inspired, • • . 

Each, for madness rul*d the hoar. 
Would prove his own expres^ve power. 

COLLINS*S ODE ON THE PASSIONS. 
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I HAVE neither Patrons to flatter uov Favours 
to solicit: — by industry and good fortune I 
Kave been enabled to dispense with the one 
and avoid the other. To preserve myself in- 
dependent of both, is the first and most ardent 
wish of my heart 



Under circumstances so desirable to every 
author who would write as he thinks, and ttiink 
for himselfi I enjoy a degree of freedom and 
self-will in the dedication of this book which 



Vlll 



DEDICATIOy^ 



should never be forfeited to patronage, nor 
subdued by obligation^ 



Influenced by these feelings, I present it 



TO A 



BELOVED AND RESPECTED 



MOTHER. 



GEORGE MOP^K^, 



Mareb, 1811. 
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THE 



MARRIED. MAN; 



AN ENGUSH TALE : 



IK WHICH IS ATTEMPTED AN ILLUSTRATION OF 



THE PASSION OF JEALOUSY, 



IN 



Its EFFECTS ON THE HUMAN MIND. 



BY GEORGE MOORE. 



Thy namberty Jealousy, to nought were fix'd ; 

flad proof of thy ilistressfal state ! 

Of diff *ring themes the veerijig song was mix'd ; 

And now it courted Love, now raving cali'd on Hate^— 

COLLINSES ODE ON THE PASSIONS. 
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PREFACE. 
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The system I have endeavoured to maintain 
both in the former and present volume of this 
work, is, to exhibit under the form of a domestic 
tale, an illustration of the strong and baneful pas- 
sions of the human mind* The one I have now 

' * ' • . • 

selected, is characterised by its general and pow- 
erful influei^ce, by its association with the best 
feelings of our nature, and by its intimate con- 
nexion with those ties and affections that ennoble 
tbe species to which we belong. With an outline 

composed of a plain parrative of events^ I have 

' . 'i • ' ' ' , * 

attempted to describe its rise, progress, and ma- 

turtty ; and to present, under, the jgarb of an io- 

■ ' . . . ' .- 

teresting fiction, an humble, but useful lesson of 
morality. 
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JEALOUSY. 



CHAPTER L 



INTRODUCTION. 



_ ' • • f • * • ■ 

Thebs are moments during our exij^tence, ivhen 
a sudden consciousness of the blessings we en- 
joy produces feelings of exquisite. felicity. Felix 

• r . . . . . 

Earlvin, as he one evening gazed upon hb be* 

loved wife and children, experienced such sen** 

' ■• , - • > • 

satiohs in their full force. He surveyed the HttlQ 
group that encircled him with ttie tenderness of 
a husband and a parent ; he clasped thera alter*^ 
nately to liis bosom with enthusiasm; his eyes 
were dimmed with tears^ but they were tears of 

• ... 

rapture. Earlvin was in his thirt^th year; his 
wife (who was stomewhat younger) had been tho 
object of bis first affections^^Hshe was of im ami* 
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able disposition, lovely in her person, and ac- 
complished in her manners. They had three fine 
children, the eldest only three years old, the 
youngest but twelve months. 

His villa was situated m a-romantic and beau- 
tiful cduntry but a few miles from Monmouth — » 

his fortune was a^uant, his constitution robust 

w» *.■..■ 

and vigorous — ^in short, he possessed every bless- 
ing that could render life valuable, while he ac- 
^on^ed^ hi3 bappiaessi ami wsia fateful t(>> 
t^ ^awer who bcstpwefi it* 

* - ; m ' ' ' . • . . 

, Xl^ bour. Ijeing a4:rived which s^naqiioued hb 
Uttk oq(?s %? r^st, and Mr3* Earlvin. hftviog ioti-^ 
9)9l»d s^ had leUcrs to write tfaat would Qcci^^ 
l^^r 4n[ie t^U s«pp«r, be pnepof^ tQ tftte \M 
^vwfng^ waf k aJk^ML . 

' ■--.•*'...> 

, j^t; wa4 t^ middlp pf Sep^wber,, the d^y. ba^ 

^a &u}tJ^9 and it$ clo^e s^n^^d toi indif^e^^e: ^ 

stqrtf). %t' t;he a|)pea^Qce Qf the aUnospb^^ 
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tralked some distance brfore thd iocreasitig ^oom 
FfeffiHided him of his retorn/ Large drcips of rain 
tmi several vivii flaishes of Kghtniiig at ksiglli 
trrged hl«p to lo6k for shelter. The path i ^hffrt 
he iheti wadv had ' been' lately cut through d thkfh 
copse,, and led ihore diredtly to hisi house >tiiari 
fhe maiili rodd, but he tiievr of no habitationr 
Mar if^ capable of affording hian a retyeat from 
^ effeclB of ihe tetiif^est^ It opened on a swodith 
iboor, over* tvbibh it comimied t6 ^diU a quarter 
of a mile of his dWn> i^bunds; A^fter simie he*: 
i^ifo^on, be resolved^ to proceed* hom^ wittioafi 
^lay; he chem#Dr6 qm^^keA^d his* ^aee^ anil 
^Mttfy as'tiv^ at the ^trbdiity 6f t&e woo«kj 
EatitJh now hal8^ Ibr a^ tMttient; he tlilM^ 
h^ heart! Che sound of vbibcfs; uttd eoneideredv^ 
4iat sbdie per^diis iKight k«ve sdughlt for ihf^r, 
M one of the reeebs^s- of tti& ebp^J • ^ i 



* « • 



The faiti ihcreai^, and ttie thtiftiileil besame^ 
Idudbr ; he listenecl for a r^ne^at of thef sounAs^ 
Ms a dlrdat}^ silewie siicdeed^, and' #€ts onAy 

B 3 
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EarlviQ recollected there were some ruins 

tt a very smiaU distance from the road-side^ 

among which he might^ secure himself from the 

rain ; he immediately hurried towards them, and 

placed hiipself under an arched gateway that 

bad once led to the interior of the building. A 

wretched dwelling had been constructed near the 

entrance widi a part of the old materials, and he 

soon discovered that the voices came from that 

quarter. He had remained in' this situation but 

a few moments when he beard, or thought, he 

beard, the name of bis wife distinctly uttered 

from the hovel. He paused, and consklered it 

must be delusion, but in a very short time it was 

reputed, and followed by a burst of wild laugh* 

tfiu In moving round . towards the window, he 

perceived a horse (apparently just quitted by his 

rider) fastened to the shattered trunk of an old 

oak. Earlvin was close to the lattice, and had 

a jwrtial view of the inside of this miserable 

hut Two persons were within, one of. whom 

was a %ure somewhat striking. It was an old 

woman, clotbed in mean and. strange attire :^ she 
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had but little covering on her head, while hef: 
hair was in parts grey, and spread la dit^rder 
over her forehead and shoulders. Her body 
appeared shrunk by age and infirmity, and lier 
face caused iaipress3onl3 of a very durable nature.. * 
Her sunk eyes, full brows, and pallid 6heeks,. 
were not perhaps, separately considered, any more 
than the distinguishing marks of her years and 
circuipstances ; but the contour of her a)unte« 
nance was of that description which creates awe 
and curiosity. She redted upibn a rugged .stick 
in a posture of attentive consultation; and, at 
intervals, elevated one of her haxidi with ft violent 
gesture, that seemed produced by certain feeUngi 
the conversation excited. The person whom^i^ 
addressed was closely wrapped up in a hofse* 
man's coat, and his face, was so far shaded by 
his hat, as to prevent a perfect view of his feser* 
tures. He held a folded paper in his band that 
had the appearance of a letter, to which he 
seemed frequently to refer in his replies to his 
companion. After a short interval they altered 
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tiffiir ^teiskioh, and th» 9tth prepared ifef bk 
defMutiire. '. 

Ekrivin now considered, whfether it Woukl bo 
better to break m upon (thdr confefeooe, aod 
derhand the if ubject of that part in wbidi tba 
name of his u^ife had been menlaqned, or return 
ih the anarning and procure the information he 
deiired fhnii iiiiie woman alone ; for be suspected 
that tiii^ boyei' was her reaidence, and the bortet 
aban iherely^ a: visitor. A few moments' delibot 
tation confirhl^ to bim that it would be policy 
to adept the latter plan; be was toarmied^ fiie 
fttitte stranger mi^bt posses^ both the me^fts and 
taislinatidn to refuse ihe. isatisfection be required, 
aftd tiiight elfec t b^ only bis &\m escape, . but 
1|iat' ic^ bis companion. He Kberefore mtbdiiew 
witli caution from the but, regaiqed the path on 
ih^ heath, and, in tbe o6urse of half an boui^ 
eiitered bis ofwq bouie. i s . : 



He wa& celdy vet, and fatigued ; iu$ elothes 
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bad, in pai% dried u^ibii hb bddy durbng ]^is rei 
turn, and ttltbou^ he imniediiitely chaoged tbenii 
htt still nemainpd laoguid iod udcdmfortable. 



4 
t 



Mr« OsiBond^ si gentknian .wh6 ^sided in Jliie 
neigl^bourilood, jdiabd tbecii iat sapfier, and H^ 
teni{rted to i^I J the Bpirbs <rf Iw^ . :.; 

];■■:■ ■ , . . . - .:. - , ^ ^ 

IMix. Earlvb was iiaturally reienred lEiiid Jta4 
0adouB of hia cpnfideiace : be bad a laiekit sasr^ 
eeptiUb td ievery fe^ng Wfakk dqcb boooiir (n 
tile huitiail oamef l^t^tkiOB wbtB sbmdinq^iM 
lities m bb dUpOikitton« > 



. i . » 



His juvcoiile y^Am ii ii«ii at tfaoad d'bis 
manhood, were marked by a peculiar suspicioift 
iidshittiori (^ iotruatiag his tbbb^ta ik d^^rs. 
\rke;ltt^ iikc^eiit be bad just wil^eiseil, , trtold 
by^ini^ ned iMive bten nientiontel the :fi^ ap4 
porbinify lh»t offered for' ^tm parposej bift EkA* 
vin brooded over it in silence : to Mi Wife, kn 
deed, he at first intended to have communicated 
ky but irqm cbe extnune timidity of bir cha- 
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racter, .be feared it ought occoioD her .somet 
uneasiness. Mr. Osmond was bis Iriend end 
companioOi but to make bim a partner in bill 
tbougbta never once entered bis mind. Neither 
was bis neij^bour a man of much volubility; 
his silence, bowever, procebded niorejinon pride 
and caprice^ tfiaa fix)m habit w prejudice ctf 
education. Destitute of femily connexions, and 
bilt little used to^friendly intercourse, be im- 
mured himself within : a large gloomy manskm^ 
surroiaicied fay domestics, who added tobise8^<« 
Uishmisnt witiiout increasing bis ocrmforts. At 
the house of £arlvin, however, be became a very 
general visitor, and was always earnest in bis 
solidftatieos to recdi^ him at Us own* 

. i Mr. Osmond bad a London newspaper in bii 
pocket, , and die supper being Ovcir^ be ^read v»^ 
rious part^ of! it aloud io Mr. and Mrs. £arlvin; 
wUIe the: former recUned on a isbfe irifb bis Juli^ 
seated by bis sidet / > ' * • / 



« J 



It happened, that one of ^^ paragraphs 
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mratioaed a) taatrinnMna) separatfap that bai 

» 

lately taken place in hi^ life^ on ^a detectian of 
the inconiBtancy of the female. There were also 
^ev'etal cbUcireni wliieh iuicreaaedi. the I calaitoity^ 
m^ /rendered thp parties more notoriosus* Mrs; 
Ea^kin listened to the account with jhiieh littto* 
tbn f^nd qoticern. -^ Unfortunate woniafiair jAm 
eiclaiaied, ^* however she may have erred, her 
ikuation Is lasienlalfle ; tbone aie ^HmiMktfsnts 
v^xH^ ^nay call forth our pity tiveiif ibr tinfe »4 
cbm*" ^^PkyT lepealied ber/liiti^»ndai^ pc» 
cdtiar emi^isis, asJie lanaed htoisdf Onhtbe icA; 
an4 ga»d on her niritii expressions of c&pleasure^ 
^^ Pity, Jidia!^-^is it possiUe that a womian, who 
has suQicd the hohour of her fausband, forsaked 
her childnen, and pronred heiiself ioteipisibte to tbo 
delicacy of her stexi cart excite yoitr pi^} oif 
ob^it yotir Qoaipaa^ft?'* . ?{,: : ^ 



N». 



. jQlia, alarmed, and: displease at this reply, 
ra[hained £pt some monients^ lilC^nt, struggling 
with the feding^ it produced; ?wtbile the eyes of 
tii^ir visitor "were iix^ up<xi them both, although 



^' 



to 
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fttt aiifiilly rpstteiided to beiotsiit <m tbeftepcir 
he held ia bis haod^ 

.1 ■ . • 

Mfs. Earlvih «ould nvith difficulty coQceaf turr 
tears ; she attempted to spefJc^ but b^ v^ce 
jafled, while a pause extremely disti-ei^sin^' €ti^ 
iMd, whiob was interrupted by Mr. Osmond. 



" The disoorery of the lady's iii£ddity/^' sa^ 
bb^ hideing pead'the retnaimug part of the pfeira* 
graipli to hiatoelf^ . ^' was ^-ather extraordinary \ 
^ conduct had erer been eonsidered kireproiieb^ 
aUe, w^ a eonfidential tfite-i^tfete one diark 
m^ht .between berwaitbg-maid aiid the valist of 
her gallant was overheard by her husband^ 4viioj 
unperGetved^ bstqned to a despriptioa of his 1d^ 
jtaries^ ' land witnessed the ^gar fiionridoeiit^ ^f 
the parties at his disgrace/' Earlvin, bef^^re bli 
guest concluded this short observation, had ex* 
tended his band to hii wife as a conflessvou of 
bis enrcH*, and an oflfer of reconcSiatioQ* Sfae 
languidly smiled her for^veness, but was silkrt 
and dejected daring the remaindter of the n^i 
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Her husband >s oM^laliits of indispo^tioo; how^ 
ever, the follbmtig morning, aX opice woihi- 
kted her resentmisnt, and called forth her usual 
tenderness and affection* 

He hdd enjoyed btit little repose; his pulM 
were hi^, and be had violent pains in his h«d 
and biack, with ^ considerable degrecvoC feVer. 

A medical man in the neigbbonrbood ^wa* 
immediately sent for, and in a short time ai^ 



Mr. Sulfit was a man of pleasure, a map of 
taste, and an apothecary. Me descended frova 
a horse M^hose lean carcase paid no great com* 
pliment to the hutinahity of bis master, and 
whose strength and nigpur having been spent 
in the service of the father, was now doomed 
to languisbout a laborious old. age in the em- 
jployment of the son. Dr. Sulfit procured aH 
im coniforts abroad, and made every sacri- 
fice at home. He received tenfold enjoymeirt 
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of 8a4isftLction^ nohicb waj^ tlie token foe her re* 
lease^ and a p^misNOQ to be seated, if it soited 
her convenience. The cards, messages, and oc- 
G^ri^ehces of the day, wete then kid before him 
by hi& shopman, who r^eceived hid ord^s for the 
ensuing one with crin^ng obedusnce. 

I 

The doctor was conducted by Mrs. Hai^l-^ 
vitti to the chamber of her husband. Htf 
was DO stranger to the house or the good? 
livihg it afforded; he had ali^ady attended 
tf)@ children, and had more than once dined 
at their tfible. Having proceeded to the bed-^ 
side with much gravity, he pulled out hfe- 
watch' and' felt the pulse of his patient. Then^ 
after a pftuse of some minutes, he suddenly 
turned to Mrs. Earlvin (who had observed his 
countenance with considerable anxiety), and ex- 
claimed, " Pray^ madam, have you heard of the 
sale which is expected to take place at your 
neighbour's. Sir Harry Ribberifs'?"— Then fid^ 
dressing himself to a servant, he cried, " Oper^ 
that window a little more, we haire too warm an 
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ftCmofiphere here. I uaderstaDd, aakMvOf tibere 

« 

\ are sewrai fine (Mctures to be (^^K)sed of/ and 

some few pf the^ old maatera-^Carraccv Guido^ 

^^ ^ ' . • 

Beo^biviidt^ and sq fbi^th^" 

t 

Mrs. Earlvin coldly repKed, she had adidier 

heard of the auction nor the pictures, and with 

uluieb. Qlirnestaufcss.lDeqiiested ito Iokmi his ofunion 

<)f his p%d(ni. 

** Why, madam/' replied the doctor, " Mn 
!^^Q^ii)^.is tery unwc^, rery qawdl indeiedi and 
has a> i?0flsidQBal4& degree of fever^ whidi we 
Qwat endeaiM3uir to subdue. Yet I hofie, mat- 
daw, In a Jktle. tame^ with c^ce and attentkn^ 
we shall be. able to rpalcye Mm to. his famiiy 
and friends/' 



Eai^via npw langaidly kniuired, ifhemigbl 
rise to dinner ? — " Oh dear 1 t)Q," amw^ef ed th«i 
doctor with quickness, '^ don't mentioQ it, my 
diaar sir;g?t upt! m\ for Jj^ uw^rae-— a liftle 
psiti^n^ & fe^ draq^atSft imd a sJtK>rt confir^e^t 
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ment, wiil^ I hope, set all mattefs eight Talk- 
ing of the right puts me ki roincl of the wrong — 
I^! lie! he! Pray, madam, have you heard 
that a very suspicious-looking person was seen 
lurking about your neighbourhood toward^ the 
close of yesterday eveniagr"* 



f 



Earlvin mkt& himself in the bed with much 
anxiety at this question, and asked if the person 
to whom he alluded was a roan or a woman ? 

^* Ohl a man, sir," answered the doctor, 
^ mounted on a very fine horse, and muffled up 
in a great coat He. passed ybur house several 
times I understand, and afterwards suddenly dis- 
appeared without speaking to any one/' 

4 

" Very extraordinary," replied Earlvin, pans- 
ihg. " Pray, did yoUj my dear Julia, observe 

* 

any such person?'' 

His wife answered in thd negative.. 'Then 

> 

turning to Sulfit, he iqquired, if he had evier 
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observed a very strange-looking old woman about 
the place, clothed in a fantastical manner^ and 
of an appearance extremely wild and uncouth? 
Both Dr. Sulfit and Jul^ listened to this ques« 
tioQ with much astonishment; and the alarm of 
the latter was very considerably increased; whea 
the doctor, by a significant loolc, gave her to 
understand, he considered it as the effects of a 
bewildered imagination. 

** No, sir, I cannot say I ever did,'* replied 

_ * 

the doctor. '^ I never take much account of 
old women." Then shaking hands with his pa- 
tjent) he continued^ (with a grin of self-compla* 
cency at his sagacity,) *^ and let me persuade 
you, my good sir, to take no account of them 
neither ; you may rely upon it, the young ones 
are more deserving of your attention." 

Mrs. Earlvin waited for his leaving the cham- 
ber in agony : the idea of her husband's derange- 
ment urged her to consider his indisposition of 
a much more serious nature than she had ex- 



/ 
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pectcd. She conducted the doctor to another 
apartment^ and requested his candid opinion of' 
the case. " My dear madan^ !" he exclaimed, 
observing her extreme agitation and distress, 
" Mr, Earlyin is certainly ill, as I before said, 
very ill ; a slight msanity has taken place ; I 
perceived it immediately I entered the cham^ 
ber." 

" Oh ! heavens,*' exclaimed Julia, " this is 
dreadful; your hesitation confirms to me that 
you consider him worse than you choose to 
confess. — Had we not better call in additional 
advice? A consultation will perhaps be ne^ 
cessary." 

It was a rule with Dr. Sulfit, to answer 
all questions relative to his patients on a fifnt 
visit, by a grave shake of the head or shrug 
of the shoulders; and if importuned to give a 
verbal opinion by tl)ose whom he was inca- 
pable of silencing in any other way, he generally 
created alarm and apprehensions, by eya&ive te- 
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plies/ half sentences, aiid seembg absence of 
mind. The doctor's reasons for this mode oi 
conduct were not withbut force : in the first 
place, it always produced another attendance ; 
in the second, if the patient recovered, he ac- 
quired more credit by the danger having been 
fiiagnified; and, in the third, if he died, it im^ 
plied that the doctor had no hopes of his living, 
although his humanity urged him to conceal 
his judgement. In the present instance, how- 
ever, the mention of other advice being called 
in, reminded him that he ha& gone rather too 
far with his favourite system ; he therefore im- 
mediately retracted, and in some degree soothed 
the anxiety and terror which his previous beha- 
viour had excited in Mrs. Earlvin. When about 
to take his leave, he again observed^ thfit the 
utmost care and attention must be exerted to 
ivatch ^ the progress of the fever, and mentioned 
that he should call again in his return home to 
ilinner. Mrs. Earlvin requested he would take 
his dinner with her, and the doctor, with a sim- 

c 2 
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pering smile of satisfaction, cteclared he never 
refused the invitation of a lady. 

Earivin ivas confined to his chamber fiv^e 
weeks; the insanity which Dr. Sulfit had so 
suddenly perceived and confidently expected 
to ; increase, never took place ; he therefore 
claimed the merit of preventing it, and at length 
declared, with some truth, that his only appre- 
pensions were for the too Sudden ]:ecovery of his 
patient. Yet he preserved him a sufficient time 
to place his name at the head of a long account 

/ 

in his diary, and to partake of all the good 
things which his table, afforded ; while he . esta^ 
blisbed himself on. such a footing of intimacy 
in the fan^ily, .asepabl^d him; to place them on 

his regular list of accidental visits. / 

t . . . , 

. . - - / V « ... . > 

Earivin, during his indisposition, althoqgb at- 
tended with the most affectionate care by his wife, 
was often left for long intervals to his own re- 
'flectipns. The interview he had witnessed in the 
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wood wjEis continually before his eyes: he could 
not account for the forcible impfessions it had 
made upon his mind, aYid was even angry with 
himself for remembering it Yet his Curiosity was 
excited by the consideration, how his wife could 
have become the subject of their discourse: 
various were the ways in which he attempted 
'to s^count for this circumstance, but none pf 
them were convincing or even probable. In the 
course of his suppositions, some occurred, that 
were as ailarming in their nature as they wece 
wild and chimerical in their formation; yet, un- 
der a strange perversity of the human mind, 
he dwelled on them perhaps with more earnest- 
ness than on those which came within the limits 
of Iris better judgement. 

" Had two females," whispered Earlvin to 
himself during one of his meditations, " been 
talking of my wife, it is likely I should not have 
experienced so absurd, so idle a curiosity j but 
it is the mysterious male stranger that en- 
genders these thoughts in my mind. Why on 
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horseback ? Why niuiBecl up as if afraid of be- 
ing known ? Why talk of my wife with an ap- 
parent beggar? And why pas^ tny house seve- 
ral times in the dusk of the evening ? That 
lias indeed the most strange appearance of the 
whole. ' Julia declares she never saw him ; one 
M'ould almost suppose it impossible; yet to my 
knowledge she never told me a falsehood : and 
why should I suspect her now? Suspect — ^ridi- 
culous ! what have I to suspect ? I wish this af- 
fair had nevisr happened ; I am a fool, an idiot, 
to think of it at all" 

Yet Earlvin continued to think upon it daily, 
and almost incessantly. ' He had observed the 
effect which his unconnected question relative 
to the old woman had upon Dr. Sulfit, and he 
resolved, for the present, to liiake no farther 
inquiries. 

A fortnight elapsed after he quitted his 
chamber before the doctor would allow him 

to ride 6ut; and another week before he 
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ironld consent that he should take his usual 
walks. . At length, however, he found him-^ 
self free from the trammels of this tediousi 

apothecary, fuid the first use be mad? of bU 

» 

liberty was to proceed alon^ to the spot where 
he had witnessed the conference. His asto^ 
nishment was <^xtreme, when he 'perceived 
that not a vestige of the hovel remained. He 
inquired of a man who passed him a few mi- 
nutes after he arrived, what liad become of the 
cottage which had formerly stood amqng the 
luins? 



" Lord love your heart, your honoor/ re- 
plied the farmer, '^ it has been pulled down and 
.cleared away this month and more.'' 



'^ Indeed ! and what has become of its in* 
habitants?" 



"Its inhabitants, your honour?" returned the 
man with a vacant stare^ of amazement, " Lord 
b4ess your honour, it has not been inhabited for 
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these four years. Farmer Perkins, who lives 
hard by your honour's farm in the close yonder, 
claimed a kind of right to it, and packed it 
off, as I may say, one morning, without why or 
Vi^herefore. He is that there sort of man, your 
honour, ^ho does these here kind of things, and 
neither says with your leave nor by your leave, 
your honour/' 

The loquacity of the farmer continued for 
some time, but Earlvin, lost in his own reflec* 
lions, heeded him not ; when, having finished his 
harangue, and uttered his congratulations upoa 
seeing his honour about again, he departed. 

Earlvin returned to His home, and resolved, 
in the comforts of domestic happiness, to lose 
the recolIec^Q of a foolish incident, which m* 
deed he was ashamed of remembering. 

Yet he was unable to fulfil his resolutions, 
and the consciousness of his imbecility increased 
his uneasiness and vexation^ Those prominent 
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passions and feelings that are so often disca« 
?ered in the human character, and so greatly 
to Jbe dreaded, ' if excited to excess, are not aU 
ways the effects of >trivial and superficial causes ; 
on the contrary, they are sometimes engendered 
by powerful and progressive impressions in the 
early part of existence, which are imperceptibly 
nourished in our youth, and become a part of 
our nature in maturity. 

Felix Earlvin was a striking example of this 
position : the events ivhich he had formerly wit- 
nessed, and his own reflections upon thegu, had 
produced in his mind peculiar modes of think- 
ing, and called forth certain conclusions that 
were gradually. moulded into fixed and posiitive 
principles. A relation of these events, and their 
consequences, will be given in the following 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER II. 



THE SUCCESS OF A POOR MAn's INDUSTRY; 
THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF A RICH MAN's 
HOPES ; AND A PROOF OF A YOUNG MAN^S 
HONOUR. 



-Abel Earlvin, the grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this memoir, was thrown on the world 
a poor and friendless orplian^ at the age of ten 
years : bis mind uncultivated, and his body ro- 
bust and vigorous from the apparent hardships 
ivhich are inflicted by poverty. A farmer, who 
resided near the cottage of his late parents, re- 
ceived him as a menial and laborious assistant 
in his household. Humanity was not the cause 
of this act ; the farmer perceived the boy was 
willing and able to work, and he considered 



f 

\ 
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lie would want no wages, and had been used to 
iard living, Abel, however, soon evinced powers 
4f understanding that amazed and chagrined 
Ms ignorant employer. This man had children 
of his own;, on whom he lavished the most suh 
perfluous expenses ; whiie his extreme parsimony 
and Severity towards the orphan he' pretended 
to succour, formed a contrast equally striking 
end disgusting. His disappointment was ex>- 
trenie, in wilnessiiHg the mental superiority of 
the child whom he considered as dependent on 
"his bounty, and his rigour increased as the me- 
rits of his victim became more conspicuous. 
His tyranny, however vexatious and distressing, 
was incapable of subduing the genius that was 
the cause of his hate. Abel had the book of 
nature for his study; and though the tears 
*nhich he shed would often dim the objects that 
'excited his curiosity and called forth his reflec- 
tions, still they were sources of ^ delight, which 
soothed his present sorrows, and warmed him 
with hopes of the future. Perhaps the strongest 
impressions he received from the peculiar cir- 



I 
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cumstances under which he was placed, were 
, 1^ aense of the comforts enjoyed by his mas- 
ter, and a reverence for the riches that pro- 
cured them. His reveries did not end here, 
but branched out into various and intricate di* 
rections, that terminated in one general effect, 
the passion of avarice. He would gaze with 
rapture on the few shillings be possessed, and 
amuse himsdf Jby calculating on their probable 
increase, as far as bis power of reckoning per** 
mitted. Then he would enumerate the gratiii- 
cations he might purchase with tbem^ and ant^ 
cipate the respect they would produce, while 
bis nightly ^dreams realised to his enraptured 
iaqcy the boldest Rights of his imagmation. 

Thus piissed tlii-ee years' of Abel's life ; when, 
pn a winter's evening, as he was returniDg from 
an errand to a neighbouring village, he was sud- 
denly accosted by one whose voice he thought 
be had before heard, although he had no recol- 
lection of his person. The man, however, soop 
made himself known ; he had Jived a$ a plough- 
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man with the £irmer, when Abel first entered 
lus family. About six months after that period 
be quitted his service, and was persuaded to go 
to London, from whence he iiad now arrived, 
equally improved in liis manners and dress« 
Hete was another subject for Abel's curiosity 
an^ reflection ; he was persuaded to partake of 
some refreshment at a public house near thf 
spot where they met, and, during the time they 
remained together, he made various inquiries of 
his companion, as to the means and progress 
(tf bis advancement. On his return home, he 
received a severe chastisement from his mastef 
for having remaioed out so late : he threw him-^ 
self on his bed of straw, writhing under tiie 
punishment that had been inflicted upon him^ 
while his thoughts were wholly occupied on the 
good fortune of hi;s old acquaintance, and the 
circumstances by which it had been produced. 
In the course of their conversation Abel was 
informed, that he returned to London the fol- 
lowing mornipg, and they agreed to meet before 
his departure* A strong desire to accompanj 
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thi? man was raised in the bosom of the boy^ 
and the late violence of his master had increased 
it. Before he arose in the morning, Abel had 
determined >to escape from his bondage; having 
packed «p the few clothes he possessed, which 
formed only a small bundle, and placed his little 
sttore of money carefully in his pocket, he bid 
adieu to a dwelling, where, under the specious 
appearance of charity, he had received the most 
barbarous treatment, and where the labour of 
his infant hands had more than trebly repaid 
the scanty meals with which he had been fedi 
His friend, whose ideas of propriety were over* 
balaiticed by the resentment he himself enter*' 
ta^ed against the farmer, applauded his resoln- 
Ifonj ^nd readily consented to take him under 
bis protection. His travellbg-expenses reduced 
bis property to half a crown when he entered 
London; but on the following day, through the 
exertions of his companion, he was settled ih 
a comfortable situation, where, in addition to 
bis clothes and food, he was to receive a quar- 
terly salary of twenty shillings for pocket-money. 
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His station was that of an errand-boy in a mer- 
chant's countkig-house : his adroitness and ca-' 
pacity were soon perceived by his roaster, v/h^ 
ordered one of his clerks to give him a few 
ledsons in writing and arithmetic. This indut^ 
gence, aided by his industi7 after the hoors oi 
his labour, in the course of a few tnontJis, ren^ 
^ered him a tolerable penman, and gave him 

• « 

tome knowledge of accounts. His wages were 
then increased to ten pounds per annum, and^ 
at times, he was permitted to give assistance at 
the books: Two years more elapsed, during 
which be greatly improved himself in his eda* 
cation by means of private instruction, and gaia^ 
ed a considerable knowledge in the business that 
was going forward. At this period, one of tiit 
junior clerks died, and the merchant resolved 
that Abel should be invested with his situation. 
His passion for money increased with the pos* 
session of it ; be denied himself every enjoyment 
which was attended with expense; and in th^ 
course of seven years, he was not only a con- 
fidendal and principal assistant in the concern^ 



/ 



92 TALES OF THE PASSIO^'S. 

but had amassed together a sum of six hundred 
pounds. His master's only daughter managed 
the domestic affairs of his family, her ihother 
having been dead some years. She was a young 
wofnan with few personal attractions, and an 
inferior understanding; her fathec ha4 carefully 
secluded her from society, and kept her totally 
ignorant of the world. Abel soon discovered 
he might profit by her inexperience, and, in a 
«hort time, was convinced her affections were 
his own. Hesitation or diffidence were not pro- 
minent traits in his character; he boldly de- 
dared to bis master his regard for his daughter, 
and asked his consent to their union. The mer* 
chant, although he did not immediately acquiesce 
with a request which appeared somewhat pre- 
suming, yet, after a few «ionths' reflection, con- 
sidered he had little prospect of settling his 
daughter to greater advantage. In a very short 
time the preliminaries were settled, and Abel 
Earlvin, on the day of his nuptials, became the 
partner of his fathers n-law. He had formerly 

looked forward to tliis event as the summit of 
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his wishes, but as he gradually advanced towards 
its completion, his ambition raised new objects 
for attainment, Mobile those be had already within 
his grasp seemed deprived of half their value. 
Immediately he beheld himself a father, his plans 
and speculations for the increase of his wealth 
became far more extended. The period of his 
own existence was no longer the .focus in which 
ail his visionary schemes of aggrandisement cen- 
tred ; he had now a son to preserve his name, 
and extend those honours which were capable 
of being purchased by the fruits of his good 
fortune. This son, by profusion and elegance, 
might veil in oblivion the sources of his prospe- 
rity. " Yet why should they be veiled in 
oblivion?*' whispered Abel Earlvin to himself, 
during one of his midnight reveries over his 
cash ledger ; " have they not been procured by 
virtuous industry ? Will he have cause to blush 
atthe name of his father, when he reflects that 
he was a conscientious tradesman, and an honest 
man?'' These considerations had much force, 
and cai'ried with them powerful conviction* But 
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his mon)ey introduced bim into circles, wfaoisti 
contempt of his ori^n and educationy was equa]*' 
iy mortifying and illiberal. 

** My boy," he exclaimed, " should Hea- 
ven preserve his life, shall not be subject to these 
ci^el fec^ngs of inferiority; his education shall 
lender him capable of supportii^ with prospriety, 
the elevated station bis fortftlne will dnl^ble him 
to maidtain^ The connexions be shaH Ibrm will 
8it>k tiie recollection of those fron^ which be 
'sprang ; his children may dtiU farther ennoble 
the nalaae I bequeath to them, and their poste- 
. rity^ in the blaze of increasing grandeur, remem- 
ber their founder only as the origin of their 
'dignity aod feoDours." 

Such were thie specukltions of ^ Miorldly maB, 
^whdse imagination was the more warni and 'Sa- 
pirip^ from tne uninteitupted successes ^that 
^liad hithetio attended his ubdertakbigs. ThcMe 
'wand^ings were even <sontinued m lis dreoaoft; 
be bcilield himself ^^rrounded l>y titM ^giwid- 



(blldreiii; he a^w mjtfxs an4 cc^onets within tliie 

graap of lus iprpg^ny, wl]^e his heafft befit high 

with exultation jmd rapture. Fr^^i ,a feverish 

slumber of this description he was one xnoroing 

ftuddciply iCsiUed by Qne pf his clerks^ and had 

fiCikrc^ly <^ned his eyes,, before the cause of liis 

jbeingdistLU-bed was explained. His father-|n- 

Iciw was dying in an adjoining chamber^ m}4 

\Mrs. jBcM^vin had already quitted he^r bed to 

9iitfm^ l^m. He hurried to the ftpartp^ei^t, but 

^i9 ^Id fb^Qiefactor had already breathed i^ 

M^. l^ ga,ze4 on the corpse with trewWi^g 

jqgit$itip^; it pr^ented' an ^wful lessoj^ (^ ^^ 

j^hcjf of <thQ3e antipjpations th&t wore the 

.^n^ui^ s^ulyect of his thoughts. While the 

^e^ijs of his wife, ^nd the condolence pf their 

M^^f .Hept \\\is ^^M e;xsL|pple in hi3 ,n^iijd|, 

^ql Tej5plve<l »to prep^ife himself for ?ts su^- 

^4<eo * dissolution ,f^ tbpt qf hi;5 J^thi^r-in-law ; 

.bwt S^ ^ #y Pf tJ^. funeral he \vas infpripejj, 

^%, ia ;»dditipn to bepp^ijjg the ?ple pp3sesspr 

-Sf. the iufirjitive .copcqrn, lip ,whjiph fee J^^ hi- 

p2 
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therto only stood as second^ he was to receive^ 
in right of his wife, estates and funded property 
to the amount of sixty thousand pounds. This 
was a powerful and agreeable surprise, for his 
most sanguine expectations had not reached to 
more than half the sum. The same night clear- 
ed his house of all the emt)lems of death, except 
the splendid mourning of its inhabitants'; and, 
in the busy occupation of receiving his new-ac- 
quired property, he was necessitated to defei^, 
for some time, those resolutions relative to his 
religious and moral duties, which had been form- 
ed by the sudden event that had so greatly in- 
creased his fortune. The impressions, however, 
of this domestic calamity, were not to be ef- 
faced from the bosom of his wife; the alaro^ 
and terror it occasioned, brought on complaints 
of a very dangerous tendency. She survived her 
parent but two years, 'during which period, she 
languished under j^uch extreme bodily infirmi- 
ties, that her dissolution was considered rather 
as a relief, than deplored as a misfortune. Al- 
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though her husband evinced much grief at her 
funeral, yet he soon recovared his usual serenity 
and spirits. 

His extensive concerns engrossed the whole 
of his time and attention, except what was taken 
up in the care of his child. His contracts with 
government, his successful speculations in th^ 
public funds, added to his very large shares in 
Ihe India trade, .trebitjd, in the, course of twelve 
years, the property he possessed by the death 
of his father-in-law. 

His son had now attained his fifteenth year ; 
and his education, to this period, had been con- 
ducted with that peculiar anxiety which is expe- 
rienced by a doating parent for the maturement 
of an only child. 

Young Earlvin, when six years old, was- re- 
moved from a preparatory school of some note 

to a public seminary of the first reputation, the 

celebrity of which, however, had not sufficient 
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tireight ^ith his father, to urge him tb rely wholly 
on the care or abilities of its masters; he thwe* 
fore engaged a private tutor, whose character 
for learning demanded a very high salary/ At 
the age of fifteen he was placed at Eton, and 
a lodging near the school i^as also provided {dr 
the tutor, who still accoi^nip^nied his pupil, and^ 
though not allowed to interfere in his regular 
i^tudies, was directed to aid him by his private 
advice ahd instruction. At^^ton hd retnained 
five years, and, at twettty, was entetied is ^ stfei^ 
dent at Oxford. His extra tutor ivas then di&^ 
charged, under the supposition that his pupil 
inust have acquired eVery thing hk hfed the p6wer 
of teaching, and a new one fengaged^ who st6od 
high in the college in which hd was placed. 
Three years more elapsed, and the last and 
finishing part of his education w^s put iti ptat-^ 
tice — ^his travels. His private tutor was again 
dismissed, and a third engaged^ for the purpose 
of introducing him into foreign countries, atld 
explaining with ability every circumstatice which 
might excite his curiosity. 
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During these various arrs^gemeuts .lor imt 
proYemeut, Mr. Earlviu zealously watched the 
ebject he was so carefully rearing. Ojq^ less 
jHt^judiced, and possessed of more discef Ufnentf 
would have perceived, that whatever expeoM 
and attention might be exerted in his behalf, ha 
had neither talents to cultivate, nor geiiius tq 
expand. His mind was of that class whicb 
defies all attempts at improvement ; ther% wail 
but little difierence in his powers of intellecl 
between the days of his youth and those of hit 
manhood. His disposition was pliant and ami^ 
aUe, his temper pladd ind s^en^; he received 
with patience the exercises that were given tOt 

l)i)Q[], but he was pever able to execute theniK 

» 

He had many fdlies, but no vicei^ ; he was thi^ 
fiiend of every one who asked his a^istancf,, 
and the dupe of thos$ who were cruel ^rupcigh 
to take advantage of his goodnature* His; 
tut€»'s were too much alive to their own ii|ter . 
eats to declare to bis father, thftt^ w^iiqh th^ 
firat few days of thieir occupation con^iriQed tO; 
tbemfelveis, his total inability^to prJoSt by theiii^ 
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instructions; while Mr. Earlvin, delighted with 
their reports of liis improvement, and unable to 
discover they were false, inwardly applaudeid his 
own lagacity, and looked forward with the most 
Mnguine expectations to the completion of their 
task. This period he considered would be, the 
return of his boy to his native country, and he 
ttotermined to give eclat to the epoch, by en* 
tirely resigning all his mercantile concerns, and 
establishing his heir in a style the most sjdendid 

and liberal. 

f , ■ ' .- 

The moment to which be bad so long looked 
forward for the confirmation of all his hopesj, 
and the reward of all his toils^ at length amved; 
he embraced his son with ecstesy, and was d&^ 
lighted with the improvements he perceived in 
his person and address. ^ For some months Mr. 
Earlvin was too much engaged with his new ar^ 

rangements to observe the natural weakness and 

» 

imbecility of him, for whom they were all in- 
teHiied., From his travels, he had acquired no* 
fikin^ but extmvagance and conceit ; his prin- 



». 
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ciples were tainted witli the licentiausness of 
foreign manners, and tiie little understanding 
he possessed, was perverted by the affectation 
of foreign knowledge. However bis father might 
hitherto have been deceived ifi his characten 
either from extreme affection or unlimited con*, 
fidence in the system of his education, his set^ 
tlement was an event which exposed his foUicft; 
in too glaring a light, to be concealed even from^ 
one who was so little inclined to discover ^em*^ 
Mr. Earlvin was now convinced, under the most: 
heartfelt sorrow and disappointment, that bis son * 
needed a tutor at this period more than at any 
former part of his life, while he seemed to pos^, 
sess those notions of independence which pre* 
eluded all hope of his obeying one. Hi^ temper 
was still good, and his dbposition, in many pointSi^ 
amiable ; but he had unfortunately acquired a 
taste fi>r the society of those who hourly kn- 
posed on the one, and corrupted the otber^ 
His father was almost distracted; he expostu^^ 
latad, raved, and entreated; he deplored the 
destruction of all those schemes which were to 
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have repaid the toSs of his industry, and^ for 
the completion of which, he had dedicated the 
chief part of his existence. Every method be 
could devise was ettempted for the reform of 
yonfng Earlvin, but they proved useless and in* 
efiectuaL He then, with a heavy heart and 
melancholy countenance, requested the advice 
erf his friends, and received so many opinions 
<Hi the subject, tliat he was rather confused than 
instructed. At length one, with whom he had 
k>f^ been on terms of intimacy, proposed mar«« 
Vriage as the most probable event to domesticate 
his son. The arguments he used in behalf of 
Ais. opinion, made cqnsiderable impression on 
his auditor; Mr. Earlvin was aware he bad in-^ 
terested motives for the advice, yet his observa- 
tions created hopes of success. 

This friend had a daughter possessed of great 
personal attractions ; young Earlvin, smce his 
return to England, had been a frequent visitor 
at his house, to which he had received very 
urgent invitations. Mr. Nesbit was a ^man of 



moderate fbrfoine, ihrewd5 artftil, and insiduatf 
ing. He donsidered bis daughter to a piece oi 
live tuerchandise, which he bad a right to <lis^ 
j^se of to the best advantage, and had, from 
her infancy, itistilled into her mind those notions 
of d^pendetice, which were calculated to render 
her pas^ivfe fifid obedient to his wislies. 

Yoiifig Earlvin, whose passions were at 
tvarm ^s his faculties were weak, in his first 
interview with Miss Nesbit, evinced tht impiett 
itidtis Which her beliuty had made wpoa his heart* 
She iieeded not thci instructions of her father 
to imprOv4g them ; she was perfectly capable tA 
tnanaging her lover^ and equally anxious to se^ 
dure him^ Mr. Nesfadt was aware of the un« 
e^rtainty of reformation by marriage; ht well 
knew his daughter might be sacrificed in the 
6kj[)erirnent ; but he calculated her situation hj 
the doctrirtfe of chance, and resolved to place 
hef future happiness on the die. Befcn-e his 
bdvici^ td bid Earlvin they had been privately 
murrifed, £ind by the time tlie lattm* had ma.df 
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up his mind to consent to their union, he was 
presented mth a grandson. The old gentleman 
expressed some displeasure and alarm at the 
duplicity of his friend ; he was, however, in 
many points, a philosopher, and resolved to 
make the best of an event which he had not 
the power to alter. His hopes on the conse- 
quences of this marriage were in part fulfilled: 
his son, in the occupation of domestic concerns, 
resumed his natural character ; his imbecility 
remained, but his extravagance and follies were 
in some measure subdued. His wife^ a woman 
of strong mind and violent temper, in the course 
of a few years reduced him to the most perfect 
state of submissive obedience to her will. His 
admiration of her person was gradually mould- 
ed into a profound respect for her abilities, in 
which he had so strong a confidence, as to trust 
her with the entire management of his fortune. 
The severity she had experienced while under 
the protection of her father, rendered her less 
capable of using with discretion her unlimited 
power. Mr. Neabit survived their union but 



, ' 
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a few years; during his life he maintained a 
sufficient degree of authority over Mrs. Earl vin, 
to restrain her actions within the bounds of pru- 
dence, but his death was the epoch of her free- 
dom : neither public opinion nor private com- 
plaint had any effect on her inclinations ; she 
treated her husband as a cipher, and his friends 
with contempt. 

Felix Earlvin, their only child, had at this 
period attained his twelfth year ; he bad hitherto 
been educated at an eminent school in York- 
shire, but was now, by the directions of his mo- 
ther, recalled home and placed under a private 
tutor. His grandfather watched with anxiety 
the developement of talents^ he had in vain ex- 
pected from his son. Felix was the last and 
only hope on which he rested the remains of 
tbose visionary schemes he had nourished 
through early life, and preserved eve;i in old 
Qge. He became a resident in hk »son's house^ 
under ad idea that his presence might have 
some influence on the conduct of his wife; but; 
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lie htd soon the mortificatioB to perceive/ fbat 
bis advice was turned into ridicule/ and Us coib'' 
pany considered as an intrusion. The society 
of bis grandson ^came now bis only coaMkt- 
tion; e^ery bour which was not devoted to hb 
studies, was anxiously sought by the old ga^- 
tieman as an antidote to the anguish be 6xpe-> 
rienced from the weakness and neglect of h» 
^parents. 

Felix soon evinced an understanding tBoxd 
Capacity of a very different kind to that of his 
father ; be listened attentively to the cdtaoplaints 
of the elder Earlvin (which were uttered with 
more irritation than prudaice), and reflected. upon 
them in a very unusual %vay for one of bis years. 
He beheld Ihe levity, the extravagance, and the 
imprudence of bis mother with disgust; and be 
marked the credulity, the weakness, and the 
injuries of his father, with shame and 9gony. 
Me oibserved him net only the dupe of his o^n 
wife, but a mere bjutt for the imposi^n and 
ridicule of those whom ^e in^ted to her house. 



He saw him iose at Ae gjAnoing-table wftAi Hkt 
Hnbedlky of a child, and lamh his fortune xm 
men who bad not sirfficient deficacy to conoeat 
their contempt in his presence. Scenes like 
these, isnd the nefiections they tprodaced, togen- 
tdered in &\e bosom of Felix Earlidn, seeds of 
jeaUousy and suspicion, whibh were never ' en* 
tinely eradicated. His grandfather was o^ad" 
nualy by bis m&e^ aad always willing to exfdaia 

• - 

the artifices thadt were practieed on his pafdnt ; 
Mobile the astomsted and indignant youth be« 
i:a^iie fully ioonvinced of the accuracy of his obr 
servations> and the justice of Ihis toMnplaints. 

Tiie period, atlengtii, arrived, when 'hereon- 
sfdered hinmelf botind to expostulate with his 
^odber, and advise his father; The death idf 
rthe (elder Jiarkin, who iaequeatted hicn Ihe pinb- 
^ipal part of his fortune (in<jtependent of ^im 
^fionests), urged him to ddm task. Hk BxesAom, 
howmer, were as meles3 as they wens strenaotnt; 
te was addtfied lof presuitapfticro, |eib1 jo 
ibr his ^imeity. ' jBhe ooodinrt of im imdim 
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became daily more flagrant^ ber erroris increased 
ivitii ber years, and ber extravagance was bourly 
reducing^her busband and berself to poverty. 

About tbis time bi^ fatber was suddenly 
taken ill of a fever, whicb deprived bim of life 
in a few days, and Mrs. Earlvin survived her 
husband but six montbs. Neither grief nor re- 
morse occasioned ber death ; during the short 
period of ber widowhood, she evinced the most 
perfect indifference for her loss, and even re- 
iused to. comply with those forms wbicfa respect 
and decency required. 

4 

I 

Felix Earlvin, during that part of bis exist- 
ence in which the accumulation of intellectual 
knowledge forms the chief source of rational 
enjoyment, was surrounded by scenes most 
Mely to raise bis curiosity. His eager inquiries 
ol youthful wonder were answered by his grand^ 
;fatber, wbose age, feelings, and situation, prompt^ 
i'ed him to explain with precision, but to moralise 
:vith. aeverity. Fela was neitlier too young to 
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lie - inansMe to Mbe 0flgp«iit iappo^liq^ns ^ ibf^t^ 
Vmre practised on his fatiier, nor.^too old t^i 
b^K^d tbem without l^rrof. flind dismt^y. ^^ 
MC coDa€b)it33 :of hl$. V^iibUity • to» discav^ tl^ejpa 
fey bis own exertion, ^d drVfadfd^the time ii/j^fm 
}^; Ida^^ t^ deprived qf t^ i^Qnijsar who as^t^ 
Ww. :-f5rilB^ J^lWg3 were created; by youthful, 
(i^j$^ei|isf ; : % few yi^s:sul^due^ Ib9 alarms^ and 
ifp^^ h}Pf <:^paU^ of. taking care of Iswself;, 
j?| ^f^flt^tions Na w^fl^ b6 Iwd forq^erjy in-j 
^lig^r tii^j aQxiotit f xffrtipns ^to dis^^ver iisipo-. 
^itiwr : «Pd i secret eKultuli^ ) iu Ms success, 
W0re ao| .^irely;ei:a#cat^ by bis ptment pon*: 
l^deoc^ agd security. iThe^e still remained in 
Im mipd^cjfvec^ 9f j^^^Hiisy and j^uspicion, that 
w^re Q^aUe of r^povittiop frcmi very di^rept 
<aus(li tt> ttiose from wbicifa tbey originated. 

r . • ■ • ' i • ■ • , ' • 

Fieloc^ n very short tiipe after the death q| 
Ik pw^e^ts, bepmjie acquainted with a young 
^y wbose mental and personal afccomplisb- 
owofs weri^ of a^very superior kindi but whose 
£liai^ fMid €fi|C9n|t<siii$^S;0cc^ spme power- 
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All 6b$WdiM» «)l d MStrbntfrffed (JbiAisxNBr TW 
Skd #h<$: Bad brorigM l^r Ap' frote hpt mGaoji 
itkA whtf 4dti}d«A faktiMlf lN» &lber« ifa» ^odv^ 

Adtieibfl to Uh^ Kj6Miikh HiiM tbroogh < A>f||4 

ibg to 6l#ibiitg; ({tidrM )h «hi<^ b«r Hiber ««< 

tlie Mtitatiiii^ df OffHtf}^ Rose^« td One wltii 
mm M fiMcrWia^ 4^/ ^M bad fiMdlf A ««tt< 
sMeklBte iflipr^idH da m him Mfc(r» hd 

«^ dl heir fitbtif. Edbb «dficd«(liDig( ilfCerHew 
increased ^ Hdtat^Uoii^ df ttl£ Ofld iod di^M 
of the. other. Earlvin, howev^, contiaued has 

IbfiliK&tidn iM ^^AWiSISi Wb iitlkdMi tVK) m 
^i^ tMISIMtrdnM; he ■^m§ td&m^iAA& td fio ddd 
ftAF 1^ 4&^iAy htit M hdd 8i«<|inr«iptiide(fcdfidtt 



«f kit nooiftitr, aind tiie unposttbrn^ d^^ 
iM fa» cmaadettA, tbkk Miasi Rosesiflle nligbk lie 
CBpaUer of cjQOQea&tg frai^ him ttiiiow iiiq]|«D- 
fMbdli ta bar tdmpeip aiid dfe{Kmi|on« 1^^ 
wncd 4nd' circumrtaiicw of her 'SsLwily t^Mar* 
cMribui^ concqalbd fkon her. Tt ^ thwi im vak 
ibareqa^stfed iiiliEd«(|tbii on these f^oints; Cap-- 
tB» ilosevfll^ itid^eiit^ afid alwig^ ready :^o 
Obligo liei^ iil every otiier wlsb^ was siiBeh^ n* 
letved^ and fn^ii«e#k)uS| whenever ^udi qiiestidoa 
We pbi to ym. The saistbility of hie daa^ 
tM% feeling, Midi die goodness of her hearl^ 
iKere evinced in all her actions; her virtues wem 
addoiired wt(^i awe and respect even by His dis* 
sdMO eompanioiis. fietiK had various oppop^ 
tOfririee: of b^sen4ag these amiable qualitiee 
AoHrifig Mm^ tong period of his intimacy witii her, 
ytc Im itMt eoMinued' Ms virits with the . most 
flMriceii and peottMar attention^ widiout entering 
lolo' tkose ^planatiOM which pr<^iety seemoil 
le dMidbd* Captain Rosevtte^ at leng^A, con* 
Mukei k necessary to address him on the §dh^ 
^ ^ 4ie iNii|ueilei ai encQ a prompt a&4 fogt^ 
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tm dei^raticmiuifbb intentions. Felut apblob^ 
^tid, hedtated, and evdded the queedon; 'tiw 
-captain was irritated^ and they parted in^magBtJ 
lEarlvin resolved to. leave London immediatbtjH 
but the sudden death of Roseville, thefolhsmog 
meekj urged him to.retarniaiid^ve every aWit^ 
•ancd in bis power tor die abpixrtiek3tedl]^^ :Tfaia 
affait^ of her' late^ par^t were: in ia iseiljr oon^ 
foie^l and eafibarfassedi^tafee. He had uladf' Ho 
^jll; th^ furoperty Iteilefjt t behind /bitai/!w;ls. not 
^4ual t#^ the disQhai^: of his jmt 4ebi^ w^ 
Jfi^iil made' up |b0 defieifticfoft; froegi iwi 0v» 
^urae. Julia was stiU i^iliKiut^a pnovm&i^^Lf^ 
hd4 already* bf)f n forc^,' throK^h h^ ^^^ffati^r 
nate situation, to accept blf obUg^iras ^tr«M^yi 
distressing, and she now^r r^solv^ tot ^pf^if^e 
a maibtenancc^ with:- tbajfc / (J^^peej (^ iode|ii^n()e99b 
whk;h y^s alone cal^ulaa;«d to fm^ryj^ JifmiclMi!* 
raclter from reproach. This if^dolntiOn ,hajd> /OMh 
li^^erable efi^t on Eadvin; ho lic^ii tovocairi 
std^r, , that thQ conjgWence- sh0 bad iplai:e4 riis Thiwr 
would be HaJi>le:to iqi$<^nstrye|io^i 'W^hicli' 1^^ 
sapiuration would m^sti pr^bat>l^ i^mfinn. M^ 
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^TM to be apiHfeheirlded from the pbangd of si* 
tBatioif she bad deteriuiaecl to adof^^her aflfecr 
^om might be oUieciatedy amili^ priaciple^ c<^- 
mpted. Barii^ hb long intimacy with her, air 
though be had watched tier actioiw wkh ths 
asost scrutinising terinestiiess, his admiration of 
ber character bad daily increased. These re^ 
flections^ at len^fa, wged him to be exfdicit; 
be avCMved bis passion^ and candidly ,Gonf0ssed 
the causes w1m<Ai bad prompted him to coi^ceal 
k This comfij^ssion confirmed: to J^lia tbos^ 
Iraits r in bis i dispositii^ she had for some time 
BQspettedw Sbf& was nwai^ they were threatenr 
vig Moem . to tbi^r bfippKt^ss ; bu^ her affection 
^owatd^idmuii^iiertQ^^^j^^ that she mig^ 
bejeno}^ JtP piP^ue a line of conduct which 
would tend to destroy their effects. In the 
murse of. a i^w montiis they w^r? united, and 
Jrtireii to : a lar^ esiat^ p Monmouthshire, 
that Iprm^ a part erf the property Mr. Eail- 
vin lm4 receive from bis grandfather. In this 
opiH^reat, they possiQ9sed every enjoyment which 
liealth and affluence could bestow^ The spr* 
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nrises irad tttts^oioos, thiat had Utiierto a^tsctei 
the ^siMi ift S^lix Eari vin, 4iiei>e now buftbed 
in ^ qiriet {tud ^m ff&»Msmtk M those ema* 
fMts whiifli he eicperiaieecl in Hbe midst ^b 
be1o\^ family. His most mxiouB hopes wei« 
ftgalised in tke tendernees md aniialile qtiaHMi 
tX fafe Bdored Juba^ ^hoee whole time mm da* 
dilated to the dfScati«a9H» diMleB 'Of « wife lanl 
n woNlbeF. The <oeigbboui4imd m "iv^hich iske^ 
«ided iofibrded 'a ^select, fhotigh mt iBpk6R(&it» 
«tcty. Their inede ^ >livitig nms HiImnB, yit 
'teeonomieal ; tbehr taMe ^liaB 'Qewr spread mUk 
Dtrpe^uous tibitodanee, Hon* ^drinltjr ^oywrtl leidi 
•tteanty elegance. Thmr iservmtB were tfvspcadf 
mflOiaged, yet iveH treated ; they ^had mn ^mMopk* 
Wble hoti^, ^theut'a'pio%flne^tdbidiiMtt. 

* ■ . 

Strdh «was the ^taadon ^f lidk 4Ewl«fe wri 
Vis "kmily At the eomtHencemBnt of ttdi» HmfUuif 
He assessed ^itoes Ihat rendered ^hitti "de^ter^^ 
ing of happiness; but be \had passioni^ #hicl^ if 
onte brought into actiob; urere icapdble etf ^ 
(ftiroyingit. ' 
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delicacy might urge Mrs. Earl vin (while she gave 
way to his humour) td make no inquiries as to 
tiie cause of it, yet her fears created various 
suspicions, of a very different nature from the 
ridiculous incident itself. Earlvin, however, had 
imother spy upon his conduct, whose pa[ietraitoa 
was equally acute, althou^ it originated from 
very different motives. Mr. Osmcyid, his neij^ 
bour, observed the change in Earlvin, even on 
the very n^t of its commencement. Some 
promment traits m the chiU'acter of this man 
have been already noticed ; there was a mystery 
' In bis concerns and mode of living which created 
astonishment in the vulgar, raid kept Mcti^M some 
distance from his equals. He was considered 
ricfa^ but no one could tell frdm what sources 
be had derived his wealA. itiis lands were ex- 
tmsive, his mansion large, his fiimlture 'splen- 
#1, and bis domestics numerous ; yet he neitladr 
appeared to enjoy them himself, nor cfepense hap* 
T&iess to others. He visited but few,'iand those 
J^ were seldom bis guests^ in return. He had 
{Hircbased the estate vehkih be poteeissed about 



JEALOUSY. (W 

ten years befoi^ Earlvki settled in the nei^ 

bourhoody but from wliat part he removed hi 

iV was a secret which the curiosity of his rustic 

assoeiates was unable to devdope. ■ He engaged 

tke whole of his servants at the inn/ where he 

idrrived a fetv days before he took possesstoo of bii 

purchase, ^^companied only by a female cbM 

id»6ut lour years old. This girl was edacatod 

idth the ^me eccentireity which marked his gQ»- 

aerarl conduct. ' She wias allowed the enjoy meol 

arf no society but that of her guardian^ and the 

persons employed in her education. She:;i«Hb 

beautiful^ accomplished, and interesting, but a 

imere clnkl tni knowledge , of the world/ from 

ii^hich she had been most carefully included, ft 

was seldom Mr. Osmond ecHicdved it 'neees;- 

sary to account for the manner in which tltib 

had be^i thrown on his protection^ and vtkok 

fae did condesoisnd to answer' questions of Ufa 

« 

4nd, which the raillery of his neighbours wouM 
iBometimes produce, he merely declared she wgfis 
^^antly related to him, and consigned to b& 
•caife by her parents/ who were incapable of prC^ 
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^kig Ibr her ^tmAy9$. SbciMWs ^eMQrn S9m 
tigr ;lbe lev ^toris who wer^^ ^t^Huqefi cit bi^ 
imi^, :^ ineri^ pefmitle(ji Ip lesalmd h^r wjalh$ 

Ito iseafltdal of ft oouxitry-towa^ but iita ^eots 
«ei« Jdat jupon Ospiood ; he itmftei tbe Tari- 
OQB sepoita tbfi$ wona dmulsleii to ihis djbt 
«dvadtage firiib #ie iswi^ MifWii^iUQua eoDtenqai 
lie did ^oae by n^i9 lfa€^ ^etf iprop^gijKedv 
fie ^wfi0 <too proud €fllhi^ io icontifadiat lOr ces^it 
Aem; 

Hhe imamMy tthat ^wbosted beitmem ^ma 
^d flSdix i«ts lof a ntttmoe ^omawiiit diffecest: 
-to Ihat ef ooin8>QDi[)kce MquamtftDoe. jQ^miml 
iiad >OQoe sa3(ied )tfae tlife of £flurlm4iMng la ^Mh 
ODg^xcufsipn, in w^cb heiwas .^M:eideabdl|r pw- 
€i^iteled wto 4be leater, and jeteued ^b^ tiie ^« 
43eier 'finwi to odoat imniHieiit doager. It viw 
CMtimll that AiB CMant t^opld >pf qcase ibioi n 
«a»i and generaA Station to hk ne^bom^^. 
4ioi|8e, wfaioh.te aceepty^i^itb^ia an^liognfasji^ 



fi&mit fkotn im JisuflA nmmien .ffvid» this 
period, they were often ia the* habit ^ Mf^u 
each other : Osmond^ however, was gmerally 
this vmltQts ^f ^otw U» ^itwtmk m f^ uogle 

It mm^ slmt titn^ -^S^r £arfa4p^ t^co9ff^ 
ima the ^lodiqpoiitiaii uritib ^h«^ ^ iiAd J^ew 
AwCmd, ythftt 0Mteif«mg, io A«Wf»o«ptNia wii||i 
Oimand alone, Ihe forauar expimsedjiQAO^ 4iU!- 
fnrise that he had nener iieen laifaii^ t^'M^ 
the social comforts of a married life. The latter 
fAuifid ibr name nnnet^ m if di^ublfifl of the 
aasner be idMudd indiK^ Jbut i9i Vapgtb ,i^plir 
tfiy -'^ Jdup/;iQffe is !titf»e /snoflibly ^olufe to |sbe 4ni» 
joymeaits of domestic .^im^. itbw ^pgwrtC # 
have, my dear sir, a roost powerful example of 
all Mirny m ^tlns iba[^>iti^ dmWng,; j0t you 
«cttt lie Miftre itheiie mr^ ttmit^, ia t^ Jbiwian 
toMz ithenemr^ ItMy, fMutii^r mo^^s «f ,tbia)K* 
kag cthat i% man :may ladopft i(e](ttier ivm d[HW- 

> • 

«nAtrctfae»nnagi^tate misiiiihUi.'' 
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Earlvin listened ^^ith anxiety, and Osmond 
proceeded. 

" However reclused my style of living may 
now be, yet, in early life, I was much engaged 
in the society of women, and obtained a know- 
ledge of female manners, which, perhaps, first 
occasioned those resolutions of celibacy I have 
^hitherto maintained^ There may be eafceptiant, 
'Mr. Earlvin, nay, I hope there are, to the opi- 
nions I^have formed on the sex*'* 

Eailvin was agitated ; he thought upon his 
mother : he consoled himself, however, with the 
idea that there certainly were exceptumtj ^hen 
be reflected tipon his wife. 



. 4 






You have been a suflerer^^ said he;; 
pardon me, but the foHies or guilt of an in- 
dividual, may in some degree have rendered 
you unjust to the community. Maiily allow- 
ances i^e to be made for the frivolity and, levity 
we too often observe in the jfemale charitcter. 
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" Mr. Earlvin," answered Osmond, " you 
W:^. buab^|jd«qd;a,v father; your Qj^W«i$ on 
^^iP9Wts ^,}m -fKl^t tbey^iought to b^, 
^ should ^ &onyf\^^ 39r*^y;> t^^ aay.ob^er^ 
vfitjbiis .pf^jnii^, (aod; be^e he pjiusecf/ while 
h|^ €f:es .Mfere. fixed stedfasjtly upon* liiis cpqipa-^ 
nion) shoulrf lend to alter. them. At all e^qote.^ 
9^ gpo^ friend, yqu are a l^ppy n^an^ ,a very 
happy man; yourinexp^^^'i^nce is an eaviabl^ 
blessing. You ipasess an amiable wife ; yet hovir 
many nien have considered themselves equally, 
fortunate during half their life-time, but at last 
kave suddenly discovered themselves to be dis- 
graced and^ dMioooored ! The arts and dupH- 
dtj of A^dmet! ftre mcomprebensible. Have we 
not daily: and pul)lic proofs of their yolMility ? 
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Db ttMy net tm&ent^ tiiat DuAtom Urnrn tnt «ni> 
AitteMrices itt« e()9tade» tA ^i^ ^5ioiu^> Art 
ire AOt ttmtiacei, tbibX those tvbo bsve^ bera 
i^rtxKtm for jrear^ ate Ikbfo Uf' H setittced? 
ilttt «vc»i an iM gaAant' May Mppknrt a young 
husband, and a youthful eexeonnA^ ekipe M'Hb fM 
mother of a &aifly ?" 



Emivin, although be fiHt griev^ and dtngry 
8t th6 ilfiberklity of these remarks, experienced 
tha^ sensatioM which they were mtended to 
ettll forth. A something Kke convittioh of their 
tntlh seetned to flash upon his mind; this na^ 
tifral ji^ldusy of his temper was, in a sli^t de- 
gree, urged into action .' be attempted to be 
<!ompoi»ed, but iiis Companion was too well ac* 
ijuf^ted with bis infirmity to remain ignorant 
df]lA^eets« 



" Perhaps,'' he continued, ** I miiy be tool 

^too delicate on those pcuntk; lit .feast, a» 

larri^ ma6, I wta certaki tbey jpoutd dfistr^jr 

bi^pinels* My aBxiehr for (to pitatrf^i^ 



• 
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iSar 9(mf hormk wdui<l nnO^ ai»n6kinitikf 

did idbtti tbi murti A&t&f <^ttf it k ^<tk6pm'^ 

it k ttioiian- sdi «h(efly to < ^grictf ti» is knit^i^ 

iMI^ igjSf6i«(Ui appedfef(id0 bod laM ««c«f dftfiF 
t<^ oifi^ ^4nid«Qce,' e«niEitnly j4stifi<ds « dcu^nurtH 
ak^irl^i^ir. A xA&n mcty &6 the 4ape <tf bit i^V 
a^ce,' a»4 ^ ^jeet df triiiAp^ to a Mm frieoMlr 
vffife tie e^Httlllcif^ Moiself seeuM i& tile l^fii<^' 
iS(ife <rf fbe one^ arid impBday relies «n tii» 
ym ^f tl^ 6tb«^." The enfrande 6f Urt. Etf )» 
«d IMif afr efid td tM» oooreradticm : Mr. Oa^' 
monc} shortly after took hb leavd, ^ Md Fi^ 
retired to his study in 9. thoughtful and peosive 
hWftwiri ^ 

■ . • ■ ■ " ■ / 

tatAvm HdA A ffiafi of enlarged and t«fiii» 
ect tind^rfttaiiditig ; he p09«ted^ A dongkterabfai 
kSdVtedge «f the W&:14, m4 yte^ wk^ nhd etui- 
dMs fB tiis eoiidact: but iHsse ^viaMss^eH IM 
krH^N (6 the efibcfd of a pidisiott that had 
astfA ite|eM«ea ki vofy e*fly Kft, uad ^^htetir 
ii«« «t»ceptilto df mty ttmtk itttptimimi etd^ 
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<;til(tUHl to cidl it inip actip^*, He: dfiter^^icied to. 
llmk ipo more of t^ conyerwtioEi which his jpdge- 
x^t;^ in iqftny points, copcleinnii^d. H^, /elt 
gijevied that a nMstOr for whose abiliti^ j^e . bs^d, 
mMh esteeip, should, have roa^e th^ obseryationSf 
tA: which be h^d just liste^ied. Ye^ th/es^ re* 
a0UltiOQa were ofi^re attien^pts at forgetfulness;; 
Ij^h thoughts w:ere continually re^urricif to Q^^ 
iQg^f^s rcsmf^rka ; by degr^es^ he seeined to per- 
%dre ; 3onM fprcief in tl)^m ; was distressed and 
ttf^Uppy In t^ Qonviction ; , wished the cpnyersc^^ 
tipa badn^Y^r t^ken plape, ap^ yet e^gefipncpd; 
SPO^Q^^ a^jpi^ty to renew it. 

" He certainly was right," whispered Earl- 
vin to himself, ^^ with respect to the appearance 
pf « ippojcence^ whiich oftep aiccon^p^i^s . g^ilt in 
9tlcli . ca3es : op that point be was perfectly cpr^. 
r«0t Many men have been disgraced in nupr 
QQ^nts pf apparent i^ecurity ; nor is there any 
gn^t ipliaDce to be p^a^ed upon the number of 
yf^Qprs a married couple may have liyed together^ 
even 'Under the most perfect felicity. An un^ 
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expected object sometimes appears, which so 
deludes, so infatuates, that these are certainly 
distressing reflections, but yet they may be very 
just ones. 

' Rle^tles^ and unhappy, he quitted his study 
to join his family : he found his wife fondly ca- 
ressmg their children, whd were taking their 
leave of her for the flight. His heart Vas in- 
Stan taneously dilated with joy; he gazed on the 
little group with ecstasy, shared in their em- 
Diriaces, ' and could have shed tears on their 
bosoms. ' 



'** 1 hiave often thought, my deaf Julia,*' said 
'Ekrlvih to hii wife, the moment they were alone, 
^ that' an acute sensibility to the happiness we 
enjoy, is geherally imbittered with poignant re- 
dections on the uncertainty of its duration: the 
iriiiser * who counts his wealth with all the rap- 
ture' his; piEission of avarice inspires, is perhaps 
a< greater fufferer in his superfluity, than a de- 
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^titute taan who bus lasd iF«Jkie for 1f?bftt k^ S9 
greatly ne^/' 

^^ Yet would not such a mail/' answ^^Ml his 
wife, " be more desemng of bis felicity by grate- 
led acknowiedgenieiits fbir ^ Ue^suiig^ wbicb pro- 
duce it, Wi$t»ad of qi^lanirholy forebodings on tht 
future? Are not au^ antidpiktioB^ father tkf 
tesuk of tremblliig anxiety for 9<^-^l9ficati(^ 
4ihm ^effm fe^ngs of |)ce8e&t ei^y^wit ^ 

y 

EcMivin piiusii^ on thi$ abaerva^n ; it mTr 
ried forcible conviction, but it seemed tp cqihIf^ 
a reproach : it displeased him, yet be was unaUe 
10 ^xpr0s0 ietm cmm ^ his displeasure ; lie was 
bim&elf only a^psiUe of tbie rebuke, b^f ai)9e the 
con$ciousiie8$ of desenwig it was qpi)fi«ed within 
bis own boi^om. 

■' / ■ 

Neft mai^ days (lapsed after the int^riifir 
hetwem 03mohd and Earlvin (i;i4idhi prodtieed. 
-fi^b powerfnl emotions k Ihe latter^, whfi) bie 
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ifM sudfteoly requeited io visit a gentleiuaa wkii- 
in a few miles of his house; od some argeot busi- 
ness relative ta the purchase of iaa estate thai 
was situated betweea their respeci^e laads^ aod 
ki whiish they had reaeto^ to act' joicitly. Hci 
letucaed al a late hour; his w^ had retired td 
bar chraober^ and the ehief of the dom^slics 
ifere gone to hpd. He took no supper, but pro- 
eeed0d immediately to 4. dressiag-oloset limt 
joined bis bed-room, and whidi communicated 
wi& it by a smaU pair of sasb-doors; He gave 
kis caadle to lus valet, who attended him as fer 
as the prance of the closet ; a lamp was burn- 
ing in his chamber, and he perceived his wife 
bad not yet retire^ to rest She was seated at 
a small dressing-table that was nearly <^posite 
to the entrance through which Earlvin observ- 
ed her. Her whole attention was occupied pj 
a letter whidi she held in her hand. Earlvih 
remamed some minutes in i^nt observation: 
hcp embtiow during the perusal of it seemed 
Io increase, till at length she burst into teaar8> 
aod piaced i| {H^ecipitately with some other pa- 
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pers ia the drawer from which he conjectured 
she had taken them. Felix still watched with 
anxiety^ but she returned to the dressing-table no 
more. He knew not wha|; to think of this drcum'* 
stance; bis ideas were confused and distressing : 
(here was. nothing uncommon' or criminal in his 
wife possessing letters which he ha4 never seen, 
yet there was a mystery: in ;the. o]^rtunity she 
had chosen for reading of thern^ and the a^tan 
tion their contents had occasioned. He ;at length 
entered the chamber ; Mrs. Earlm was com- 
posedy but evidently M\e^ in her exertions to 
be cheerful. She asked various qu^tions as to 
the result of the busbess on which he had been 
absent, but she seeoi^d to pay little jtttentipn ta 
the answers that were returiied . to them. 

Earl vin passed a sleepless ni^t in conjee^ 
tures on the event he had witnessed : at times 
h^ resolved to declare to Julia that he had ob? 
served her uoperceiyed, and request to know 
j^ cause of her uneasiness; but then, again> be 
revolted at the idea of confessing his feelings^ 
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which would grieve her and disgrace himself. 
In the^ morning, during the time of his dressing, 
he took particular, notice of the table as well 
as the driver which belonged to it ; he remark- 
ed tM^t the latter had a lock, and seeftied capa* 
ble of containing a considerable quantity of pa- 
pers. In the course Of the morning, he formed 
an excuse for going into this room alone: he 
coBsidjered the drawer might be left open, and 
determined to examine its contents. He nq 
sooner, however, entered the apartment than he 
felt conscious of the meanness of the action, and 
instantly quitted it without attempting the pur- 
pose of hi^ visit. In this state of irresolution 
he, remained some days, one moment resolving 
to satisfy his curiosity even at the hazard of an 
acknowledgement of his weakness, the next, 
ashamed and alarmed at the suspicions which 
tormented him, and forming resolutions to over- 
come tiiem, by every possible exertion in his 
power. During one of these reveries, Dr. Sul- 
fit was announced, who entering the apartment 
with a most ^obsequious bow, hoped the whole 
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fiimily were well, while he was in tull ^xpecta^p 
tion, frohi a sudden change iii the Weather, W 
have Found at least a part of them in Want of 
his assistance. An arm-chair Was immediately 
presented to the yisitw, and some refineshment 
placed before him. Th^ appearance of the doc^ 
tor was somewhat grotesque, not from any pro- 
minent defect in his person, but ib thie tout e^- 
semble of his figure and manner. He was below 
the middle size, rather incBtied to corpulency, 
with a Very large head and extreme slender legs, 
^fe fextended appearand^ of the former Was 
much increased by a full bushy wi^ tod the 
M^ant of substance in the latter rferidered ttiott 
ttriking, by the black silk stotkings which co^ 
v^red ithem. His face was of that deiscriptioiA 
which Is generally termed comic ; his feMuriS?^ 
separately considered, were hot ireiharkable, Jjffet 
the countenance they formed would ofteft prd4 
ytckt a smile. His eyes Werfe dark and pfene- 
toting ; his nose rather curvted at the extrethity^ 
Imd hi3 mouth very sihall, which he still feirthfer 
ebntnicted by his nnwillirigtitess to tliscdv^r ik 
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fad set 4^ teeth: so tilat his articulsid^ wai» 
continiially ac^edrapunied by a hisiiing sbund, 
%hich often divided his ^v^rds, and rendered hii^ 
ttieamng ohseure. His u6ual dress was a snuffs 
€d<rti]«d toil 6{ (ild-fashidtied niake/ and Hb 
general ^p^endages a stiaall threencbmered bat^ 
ixid a long gold-beaded cane. The doctor was 
hti!^ted in the above costume o^ the morning 
0f Ihs arrive .at tihe Grove : he jiaid many co^ii- 
plimeiiiti on the hospitality 6f the mhabitants^ 
and the abilities of Aeir cook, in the few inter^ 
i^Als he aflowed himself for conversation during 
td^ repast, <ahd having concluded ity he seemed 
Middeiily tSo recollect the businest^ ^ which hd 
hid! arrived ; for it is but justice to observe^ 
dittt whatever e^ectations Br, Salfit might have 
formed on #ie change of the weather, he had 
otiier motives in this visit thto il^erdy ^ dis«» 
tribution of his physic. 

** Aci atarni^ ttecident has judt happ<»ed at 
the re^d(fit<^(^xuiy ves^ good fiioid Ml*. Osmotid/* 
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cxclaiiped the doctor; *^ Ms little recluse, aft I 
c&ll her, in liiy comical way, has. had a very^ 
narrow esqiape from a. watery grave. Alwayf 
on the wing, light as a featt^er,. she must needa 
be skipping into ; the little boat, tiifit my good 
friend; has lajtely be^n painting and dqcqra^g, 
and which: was moojed to the banks of the river 
that runs throng his ple^sure-g^o^n^s, but iiav* 
ing drifted the lepgth of a fi?w yards of rope 
from the land/ ; thO) workmen had foraged a com^ 
munication by b narrow plank thrown across 
from th^ shore. During the time they were 
gone to their dinner, Miss Caroline^ in the act 
of passing over it^ slipped into jJip ^ water, and 
w€u^ out of sight in^ an instant. |^ow this ma^i^ 
ner of fal}ing into the water I will mainUup^ 
Und, indeed, haye nifdnl;%ined, in a smaU tr^ at^ 
I wrote some few years ago upon that subjecf' 
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*' But, my dear sir,^' exclaimed Mr. and 
Mrs. Eiurlvin at the ;sa^e:momenti" the young 
ludy ; was afly ope near? Was she pi'eseryc^?'' ; 
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^She. is safe, perfectly safe," answered the 
doctor ; " young Herbert, the son, of Sir WiU 
liam Herbert, whom you know very well; by 
^ by, ,did not he put up. £Dr the county^ about 

I Urayejpsagpr 

I - ... 

; . ^ ■ • . . . . 

' ' ''■ • ' 

** I, believe so," ansivcred Earlvin; "but thci 
lady, doctCHr; 4k)w did he manageto saye the 

" Whyi sir," replied : Sulfit, /* he was . pass^. 
iog in his father's little vessel near the spot at 
the time ttv€ accident happeq^d, and very gal- 
kmtly pluDgi^d in after t}ie fair unfortuiiate, whoo^ 
he soon.bprp in hi$ arms to the aborew I, of 

r 

course, w^ ., immediately, sent ^foc j very fortu- 
uately, had just retidimed from a fm friendly visl^ 
at the mo9ie9t the messenger jar@ved. * S)iw the 
young lady in less , than a quarter of an hour ; 
{)erceived the:pi^'e in a^ insteqt; the functions 
fuspended, but not destrpyed: applied the meaos 
of rer^vfttion, and restored the patiept." , ; 
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" This tccid«M/' Mid £trlMil, ** tiM6t have 
«iBcasiMied Mt, Osmond ttUKbt alam." 

'^ Oil ' dear t no/' imweteA iM iotMr ; 
^^ Mr. Osmond has not yet heard of H : be is 
absent from home, and is not expected to return 
heSote the etremng. Ind^d &A6 dj^eunistdnce 
IM, in part, occasioned nae the hoi^fotit of be* 
ing your visitor this morning ; for Mi^s Caroline^ 
immediately on her recovery, expressed a very 
ardttiit desire to dee our good lady <here. She 
lias no society, ybu fchow; m^^ good Aiettd id 
rAiber ecc^brio ^ these matteri^, bat let that 
pM0. I whimpered in her ear that I would ride 
bret to the Grove md inform you <^ her idah^. 
This pjtosiise wae a suffldenC gcrarantee for thdi^ 
gMkMtBthAi for Misd CariAiiae (cdntiaued the 
debtor, with a v«ry tib^gec^uious be# to Mrs. 
Earlvin) is not igtidrtot ei that, witb which the 
wholly tie^^diirhodd Ate so^ ^ell acquainted^ 
Mfi^y, Utib condescen^n and hmnanity of the 
lady who ha* the pOtfrttT to gfdiit her iecjues*.'^ 
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On thfe cdhclusion 6f this ^ompliidefrt, y^lidk 
ibe doctor had irattied during Im ride^ he strfetcfa^ 
d forth hid shott heck with a peculiar kind of 
gesticulation, tl^t generally accona^anied the ut^ 
Iterance of what he considered a good thing. 

MrSv Earlvfai had toniy once deen the ybmi^ 
My y^ whom he alluded^ and their interrisw 
yras then merely easual, during a visit to Mt^ 
Osmond^ who never introduced his ward even 
to the &w guestis he entertsdned at his homa* 
Her figure and manners had greatly interested 
Mfp. Earlvin, but the silehee and reserve which 
Mr. Osinond always maintakied fi^itfa respect to 
ftis Mt charge^ j^reclttdibd aily request she ikiight 
have b^u intlin^d to make as to a farther m>^ 
quaiiitanGe. The favour which was noW i*equteted 
of her (under eireUnistanoes that rendered a re^ 
fusal extremely distressing), she wotild gla41y 
have avpided. Mr, Osmond's absence from 
bmie sweated to ipicrease tibe appeahtnce of 
eurid^ity she bodcdVed h^ priteseiiee^ would ims 
pty. Ydk to d6hy her aid oh 9m oceasion lika 
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the present^ would^ she considered, be equally 
cruel and fastidious : her carriage was there-: 
fore immediately ordered, and the offer of Dr. 
Sulfit to escort her politely accepted. 

On their arrival at Mr. Osmond's, Mrs. 
Earlvin was introduced into the chamber of the 
young lady by the doctor, who, with a smile 
of exultation, . declared he would not be consi* 
dered merely as a restorer of life, but one who 
administered comfbrts to make life valuable. 



"This is extremely good of you; my dear 
madam," exclaimed the weeping Cardine, as 
she kissed the hand of her visitor; " indeed 1 
more than once repented of the request which 
the doctor has so kindly conveyed to .you, when 
I was sufficielitly recovered to reflect upon the 
boldness of ilf." 

" Pshaw, pshaw!'' answered the doctor, with 
•Q air of authdrjty which he had assuined the 
moment he entered the house : '^ I must have, no 
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repentance now, but for the mad-cap trick ivhich 
occasi(yned this accident, nor any reflections but 
on the providence of having escaped so welL" 

• • • • 

4 

4 

" And I," said Mrs. Earlvin, " will be an- 
swerable ' for Miss Almond's conduct on both 
these points, while I entreat she will consider 
me as a friend, whom her ceremony only can 
Qffena." 

Caroline wai; unable to return her thanks; 
ihe pressed the hand of Mrs. Earlvin to her 
bosom, while the doctor was calculating her pulse 
OQ the other, with his cane under bis chin, and . 
his gold watch close (o his ear. 

» 
. The supple curve of the back, and simper- 

iog smile of the face, so prominent' in Doctor 

Sulfit during his visit at Mr, Earlvin's, was now 

no longer to be perceived : he was erect, stately, 

aod grave ; he considered his patient little more 

th^ a domestic, and, in the absence of tbe ma^ 

ster of the bouse, bis dignity seemed inflated. 
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tad h]0 po\i(ei^ augmented. As there wene 90 
Ik^ies oi an iB\4tatiou to dkmer, he very shortly 
took his leavei with a promise, however, of call* 
ing again in the evening. 

Whatever interest Mrs. Earlvin mi^t have 
experienced for CaroKne Ahnond in their fomtv 
interview, it vfbs most materially inereafted di»r« 
ing the present Although the simple and un- 
adorned child of nature, there was a delicacy 
in her manners, and an apparent sensibility in 
ker feelings, which most forcibly app^ale^ to 
tiie hearts She was just turned of seventemi; 
thou^ not toll, she was elegantly formed; her 
eyes were dark and brilliant ; the glow of h@aith 
was difiused over her complexion, and the smile 
of innocence dimpled her cheek. If er education 
had he&n chiefly iqtrustod to a youi^ woman 
wfadm Mn Osmond engaged when Carc^e was 
l^Kuit seven years dd* This I|idy was |^ wi* 
dow of a naval officer ; the death of her hu8«* 
liand Tendered some employment necessaiy for 
her subsistence, and ^be proved perfectly com^- 
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ftttNft to ^ lask she bad undertaken* 8h9 
was amiable^ aficotiqplishedy and goad^temperedi 
Piissfissed of that natural ^woetnass of disposi* 
tioD wfaicli so greqtly facilitates instructifm, bev 
youog chai^ aqon c^ised to consider her in smy 
etiier ^usm thian diat of a beloved friend, and 
ranv^ her daily lassMjieiiy of infermation ivith 
a delist wbich ensuned impKOTement, while it 
formed a souarce of exquisite pleasore. Under 
jtibe care of this excellent vramaii Caroline pass*^ 
ed liiae years of hor life, vhai inteUigenqe of 
l^iUfiess of her aooliier, who reined at Lis* 
J^n, oceasionQd a sepa»tioB tbat was equaHy 
dsstressang to both. Mrs. Monison, however, 
ccHmdeved Ihe in&positioa of her parent as a 
C9J& on her aflEbetions, over wbich the ties of 
istenost and friendship, sfaoakl have no power: 
tribe Iherefipire instantiy resigned her situataoDi 
^cfA Qiade a far giieater sacrifice to her feeHngs 
«i fMsctihg with her fodoved pupiL 



!Ff om the sodety and kistructieii of Mrs. Vim^ 
cwm, GifoHae had nsceived a degree tH potidk 
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and infoniiatioQ which is oftea su|)erficially glean-^ 
eld in a vortex of dissipation, that corrodes and 
destroys the more genuine parts of the human 
character^ Withodt the vulgarisms : of confined 
life^ i she possessed all the simplicity which io 
general results from it Yet her judgement Wat 
neither matured by experience, nor her susfHci^is 
caccited by example. The innocence itf her own 
heart seemed a sufficient confirmation of the 
-virtues of others; and the habit of considering 
every being- as a friend, produced a confidence 
in. the virtues of her fellow-creatiires as idan* 
gerous to her repose as it was amiable and in- 
teresting in its nature. . Caroline Almond was 
opening into life with all those warm and ^ glow^ 
ing sensations towards, tiie objects that stirromid 
ed: her whidi arei^len felt and enjoyed^ at her 
period of existence. ' Even the inanimate '^ower 
that scattered its sweets on her bosom, ap- 
peared to call forth her afiections with its blos-^ 
soms; it seemed grateful for the tenderness she 
bestowed, upon it, . and. expanded its blushing 
leaves in the genial warpath ; of her prbtectiom 
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The imagmation is ever powerful when its wan^ 
derings are uninterrupted by external impr^s-* 
sions. Caroline's general notions and opinions, 
although formed on the most pure principles of 
an undorrupted heart, were often incorrect j 
while those, with less virtue, and more know- 
ledge of the world, acquire powers of discrimi- 
nation that may be considered as the best 
species of self-defence. Mrs. Earlvin consent- 
ed to remain till the evening,* and the strength 
and spirits of her young companion gradually 
increased. 

- ** I am sure,'* she cried, " I shall not re- 
pent of the mad frolic I was guilty of this morn« 
ing, with half the severity the doctor conceives 
necessary, when I reflect on the happiness which 
bas resulted from it." 

' '* Yet you are npt without society," answer- 
ed Mrs. Earlvin; " your guardian, Miss Al- 
mond^. Is a maa of enlarged understanding; one 

G 



\ 



^ TALES OF THS PASSIONS. 

wbpj&e cQnverBAtioa 13 i^^coimM equiUjr instnicr 
tiw and affiy»ii?g," 

" He is my benefactor," replied Caroline 
with pensive earnestness : ^' I am indebted to him 
for the protection of a father ; and I am aware 
he has a claim on my most fervent gratitude : 
yet I conceive there should be a confidence be- 
tween us, that does not entirely exist. In- 
deed, my dear madam, I am not able to ex- 
press my feelings on this subject. I am sensi- 
ble they are acute, but I am incapable of giving 
them utterance." 

** Th«y are' su(;b>'' anawerqd Mrs^ Earlvin, 
^^ wl^h I cm both coinprehieaad aod mcfafiire, wbA 
Yifhih %\^y create a{»prdi9Qsi0Q6 for your trm^ 
quiJJ^ty, ven/^t me wor^ aaxioAis iof yotur bop^ 
piness. You must endeavour tpi cbasie theao 
reflections from your mind : although amiable 
in thsmselvesj jeelv under yQur pwjsj^uJl circum- 
^Qc^i. they aj?e mot: calculated; tio kuuieaM yote 
Mr. Qsmondi nmy be aomewhat mm 
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Us servid^) but neither requested hira to lengthen 
his visit nor renew it. ^ 

Dr. Sulfit took his leave at the same time^ 

and Mrs. Earlvin only waited for her x^arriagft 

which she had ordered to return in the efveningi 

Her tenderness and anxiety for Caroline, whom 

the severity of Osmond had alarmed and terrified^ 

was expressed by every affectionate attention she 

WBS capable of beitowing, while her surprise and 

displeasure at the behaviour pf her guardian was 

e^mUy perceptible. Mr. Qsinoiiid appeared now 

ift some degree to relent; he apologised to Mrs, 

Earlvin for bis impetuosity j addressed himself 

with more kindness to his ward; and declared, 

t»9 alarm in reflecting on the consequences* that 

might hnvve resuUed froi^ her imprudence^ wss 

tha cause of bis anger> 

V 

" There is oot ^ wan in the county/' he 

V. 

txelaiDaed, '^ from whom, an obligation could be 
more distressing^ to me, than the one who has 
preserved your life. I have hitherto avcdded 
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very bad thing; although I now and then take 
a cup to oblige my friends. I have written and 
said a great deal against it, I assure you." 

The doctor was proceeding with a very learn- 
ed and copious explanation of bis objections to 
tea, to which his auditors politely attended, with- 
out understanding a single sentence of his mean- 
ing, when a servant announced, that Mr. Herbert 
had called to inquire after Miss Almond's healthy 
and was waiting for an answer. 

, f ' * • 

^VHe is my deliverer, my preserver!" ex* 
^claimed Caroline, with: considerable animation ; 
" sqrety I should see him, inow I am capable of 
thanking him for his services?" . ; 



I J 



The question which tbese observations .seem- 
ed to imply, as to the propriety of Mr- Herbert 
being introduced, neither of the.; visitors con^i- 
dered themselves authorised, to answer, and tha 
servant, in a few moments, conducted the gen- 
tleman to the drawiu^rppm. However finxious 
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Caroline might have appeared to return him her 
thanks, yet she faltered in the utterance of them, 
while he, not entirely unembarrassed, expressed 
his happiness in finding her so far recovered, as 
to be absent from her chamber. 

• ; • - S 

" Give me leave to remark, Mr. Herbert,** 
said the doctor, with a smiling aspect of respect- 
ful attention, " that your looks indicate you had 
much better have kept within your own chamber 
this evening. I perceive, very plainly, you are 
a sufferer by your exertions; you have, imper- 
ceptibly, taken cold," 

" I am sorry to contradict you, doctor,'* re- 
plied Herbert; " but I assure you, upon my 
lK)nour, I was never in better health." 

" Pardon me, sir," answered the doctor; " I 
have not the honour of your acquaintance, but 
I am interested in your welfare; you must not 
be the victim of your gallantry." 
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hat bouse* Caroline's gratitude beamed ki her 
eyes a^ she pressed Mr^. Earlvin's hand 16 bet 
lips, bat she seemed fearful of accepting the offer 
tiiiat occasioned her such delight, while Osmond 
remained sileyit and impatient to band hb guest 
to her carriage. 



1 

Mrs. Earlvin's mind^ during her ride bdme, 

was entirely occupied in reflecting oo the cap^ 

ttvating ^ manners of Caroline Almond, and tie 

traits she IkmI discovered ia the character of bet 

gaardian. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



■\ 



THE FIRST SUFFERINGS OF JEALOUSY. 



Mrs. Earlvik, on her retarn home, related 
to her husband the particQiars of her visit. He 
htened to her with attention, and perfectly ac- 
quiesced in her opinions. 

He had been occupied, during her absence, 
m solitary reveries on the events that had late- 
ly eatted into action the strongest passion of 
his soul. From his marriage, to the period at 
which this history commences, he had encoun^ 
tared no circumstances of a nature to rouse its 
ener^es. His reel used style of living had con« 
fined bis society to very narrow limito; he had 
met with no variety of objects from which 
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iome might have been, selected with accomplish- 
ments to excite his envy, and inclinations to 
create his alarm. He had not a single acquaint- 
ance of this description, and the conduct of bis 
wife was .such as the most fastidious husband 
must have approved. Yet, in a situation thus 
favourable to his happiness, he possessed feel- 

ings so sensitive, so tremblingly alive to certain 

> 
impressions, that the most trivial occurrences 

were capable of. producing xery powerful effects. 
The anxiety of a high-spirited youth for tbe^hen 
nour of his farther, his sensations of i shame and 
agony for the disgrace of his mpthi^t, : >^^re now. 
blended in the bosom of a husband ; the impo- 
sitions on the credulity of o»e pareftt, bf - tlife 
artful duplicity of the othe^, were 4eepiy footed 
in his memory, and his dread of being e^tpeteed 
to similar injuries, kept him in continuai fectr, 
of the same perfidy. Earlvin's affection -for 3)is 
wife was unequivocally proved by his marryitig 
of her ; his love triumphed over those considera- 
tions of cautious policy, which^ uoder o^her: cJr-. 
cumstanQcs, had ever ruled his conduct . Therct 
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were iiapediments to the union that woald have 
urged one with less ardour, add not half his pru- 
dence, . to have given it up. The object of his 
choice had neitiier fortune npr expectations : her 
birth was mysterious, and her i^m\y unknown, 

X 

• • •• • I 

except by the man who called hin^self her father, 
«id whose veracity on that point, was by m^ny 
considered as doubtful. Her virtues, ^ which so 
conspicuously shone amidst the dangers that sur- 
rounded her, secured the heart of Earlvin. It 
IS true, the beauty of her person, and thg ha^ 
cination of her manners, were the first objects 
of his attention, but they would npt have .been 
sufficient to have subdued his prejudices. When 
the death of her father urged her to resign her- 
self to his protection, he generously resolved to 
place her above the malice of the worlds by 
giving her a just and honourable title to his 
exertions. When he beheld her the mother 
of a faauly, his affections were increased to en"* 
thusiasm ; his anxiety for her health, and his 
attentions to her happiness, were those which 

H 
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the most ardent love could only have inspir- 
ed. Yet these feelings were no barriers to 
his jealousy ; the more he estioiated the valoe 
of the blessing he possessed, the more eagerly 
he desired to preserve it. He would oStM gazse 
upon his children as they elutig to hioi in tfat 
spiortive endearments of infancy witb aU the tapr 
tare and delight of a parent, whfle the' next mor 
me^t would produce siehsations of anguiah aod 
i^ny. These bewildered wanderings (if tbe 
ima^nation, that generally succeeded a conis(^ 
ousness of his felicity, were akor the io^r- 
<^eptible agents \ of his passion ; ime senaattioa 
was the direct Cdme of the other : tibe ecstasy 

« 

of pi^ent ^joyment, tailed forth bis axitkipeL^n 
'<xf foture Mififttiags. 

! ■ ' \ r > ■ ■ • • J , - ■ 

i 
t 

'At an early hour the f6llowing tiornidg, 
]^hg Herbert' was announced at the GroT^ 

\ 

Thetre was a degree of embiirrassmeEit in; kis 
Bfmnner, which implield a cbnscioasiies^i tiiat his 
vij»it nkist faafve been une$pect^^ auld Jus/ aalM- 
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e^ to e}q>laaQ hi? motives, sc^ircely alkii'vfed liiBi 
titne to make the * usadl safotatiocis iMbkh gdoA 
1)reedsiig required. : :: 

*? E ha»e taken the libeilnr," ke aaidi ." »> 
tnx:ft)le 'yotf with inqairies after Mias Altitonii's 
tmlkh^ vMi^j pierbaps, pdliteness sbovU imiie 
pccniiptedl me to Doake ill ber o^d liesideBcie ;. but 
a^ I was |)iei6sing youi^ door ui my iway to Mool* 
mouth, whe#€) I aiii reKjumd ait ail early hoot 
dti &i)sb68£r tliat may probably detam md die 
tvfef^le dny, I flattered myself you would excutt 

• ■ ■■■■ ' '• . ■ ■■ ' ' •-• ".;' / ■■- ; 

There was a formality and hesitaibioiii iiii ikis 
'^logy, tery dilferent from Herbert^ genemt 
mode of address : ahbough neither hitnsdf nar Im 
feAerwere upon terms of intimacy with Mr. Earln 
^h, yef they were both sufEciently known to korn^ 
as to rendter^ a^ expkumtion for a vied; id iiuA 
kind untte<;essary. He was of course rec^i^ial 
with cordiaHty, and informed of Ciiroline's pern 
feet recovery. Dtaring the stort time hci jc^ 

H 2 
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mained, at the Grove, he several times address- 
ed himself to Mrs. Earlvin on the accident 
that had occasioned their meeting the day be^ 

fore, and spoke with considerable warmth of 

« 

the friendly attentions which Caroline had re- 
ceived from her. On his departm^, he gave 
them an invitation to the house of his father^ 
who, he declared, would be proud and happy 
to consider them as his friends. He had no 
sooner quitted the apartment, than Mrs. £ail<^ 
▼in bestowed many encomiums upon his persoa 
and manners. Her opmions, open, candid, and 
liberal, were generally delivered with animation ; 
the purity of her thoughts prevented all hesita- 
tion in their expression ; the sentiments she de^ 
livered were those of her heart, they neither re- 
quired a cautious examination nor a fearful utter* 
ance^ Her luisband listened to her without m* 
iwering; his silence proceeded firom inquietude: 
her admiration of the, young man who had just 
left them rendered him gloomy and thoughtful ; 
he considered, if be had ever heard her speak so 
hi^ly of ^ , mat) before ; he thought he had ; 
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the recollection was soothing: but were they 
youngs handsome in their persons, and prepos- 
sessing in their manners? certainly not. These 
reflections were tormenting; he became fretful^ 
rose frpm his chair, paced the room^ and com- 
idained of the head-ache. ^ 

Earlvin had hitherto met with so few events 
calculated to excite his jealousy, that he had, in 
a great degree, succeeded in concealing from his 
wife those emotions which, in the midst of his 
happiness, he sometimes experienced. Various 
were the catises she alleged for the trivial and 
moments^ alterations in his temper she some- 
lames perceived : whether ^e considered them 
as ori^nating from slight indisposition, or those 
little disappointments that so often cross the incli- 
nations and disturb the tranquillity of those who 
are unacquainted with greater evils, she was al** 
ways ready to soothe, without attempting to dis*^ 
cover the cause of his uneasiness. This conduct 
under Earlvin's present circumstances, was fully 
competent to restorp him to his usual good hu^ 



1 

"ir. 



\ 



_ lOa TALES OJF THE PASSIONS, 

motor ; io her (endearments, bis dark taiA wan- 
dering thoughlis /were dissolved; he instantane* 
eusly felt iits blessings, and enjoyed the,m« 

Mrs. Earlvin had hitherto respected Osmpnd 
as the friend of her husband, but his severity to- 
wards his orphan ward,, which she had lately dis- 
covered, called forth a degree of resentment she 
seldom evinced. She felt little inclination to renew 
her visit to Caroline; for, though greatly pleased 
with her manners, and interested in her welfare, 
she must have purchased the pleasure of her so^ 

• > * 

ciety, at the expense of witnessing her distress. 

• . ■ ■ 

Jt was these- considerations that urged her to re- 
quest her husband to call on Mr^ Osmond the 
next morning with an excuse for the promise she 

• ■ . ■ . ' ' ' 

had made the evening before, and an invitation for 

Caroline to the Qrove. 

"■ ' ■ ' ■ ' ■ ' ' ' ' , ■ • " 

Earlvin found Mr. Osmond alone, and briefly 
repeated his commission. 

*^ My gdod frimd," answered the lottGr, with 
fi ^mile which be pould always assume, ^' there 
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is not a isunily in this neighbourhood with whom 
I s^uld feel more gratification in forming a 
society for my ward, than your own ; yet, at 
I»*e$ent, we shall be unable to a,vail ourselves of 
3fcAir kind invitation: we leave Mopmouthshire 
td^odorridw/' 

Earlvin was/ astonished. Osmond was busily 
fBgaged in folding some papers, and did not 
remove his eyes from his employment. 

V 

t 

" Indeed !" exclaimed the visitor ; " this is a 
sudd^ arrangement : an excursion to the norths 
Isuf^se." 

" No,*' replied Osmond, " we are going to 
London."^ ^ 

Earlvin^s surprise increased, but he repelled 
his curiosity, and changed the conversation. 

OsfiQiond struggled to appear composed, but 
was evidently disconcerted ; he mentioned the con- 
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fusion which the accident of the day befcMre had 
Occasioned, with much ill-humour; and though 
he had already observed, that the events which 
occasioned his leaving the country for a few 
weeks had occurred before his return home the 
last evening, yet his manner indicated, that tbos 
circumstance was, in part, the cause of his sud« 
V den arrangements. 

Dr« Sulfit now entered the room ; there 
was a degree of gloom and disappointment in 
his countenance, which neither his serv^ity, nor 
smirking gesticulation, could conceal. He ad* 
justed his wig, and twirled his cane, with a pe- 
culiar kind of convulsive motion he generally 
adopted when silenced by the presence of those 
before whom he was afraid to complain. After 
his usual compliments, and observations on the 
ijtate of the atmosphere, the height of the ba- 
rometer, and sundry other remarks (which the 
doctor as regularly introduced, when he ft)und 

s 

conversation at a low ebb, as he did hid bark 
and powders, to restore those patieqts who had 
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not a Gdinplaint to coinniunicate)| he ventdred 
to touch sightly on one of the subjects which* 
had occasioned his uneasiness. ^^ I presume, 
sn*/' said he, addressing himself to Mr. Osmond, 
^^ from what has just been mentioned to me by 
my patient above, that we are about to lose you 
for a short time." 

'' I am going to London, doctor,*^ answered 
Osmond, ^' and my r^um is uncertaiq." 

'^ M^s Carolme, I presume, attends yoq, 
sir.* 

: ^* Yes, Wie set off to-morrow morning early." 

** Well, well; business, I suppose," conti* 
nued Dr. Sulfit: '^ business must be attended 
to; yet I am bold to confess, I could have wish- 
ed my young patient might have taken a few cfiore 
^i^^ts ; there is a small degree of fever, a 
IjU);!^ irrjita|ion, in the system/' 
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'^ Sbe may put JEi doxen or turo in her port-- 
manteaiv'' iotorupted Ofiownd $ V they wiU keep^ 
I suppose." 



; I 



The oountenftiice of the mpothecttry ncm be- 
came irresistibly cotnic ; faiB attefiipis to concedi 
the chagrin which this abrupt rejdy occaiiQiiQd^ 
added to the doubts he entertained, whether he 
was to consider it as a setidds oteenrotion, or a 
satirical retOrt, at once rufBed the toAtpCNiure 
whibh his self-confidence usually inspired. 

"As to their keeping,'' he replied, with a 
simper of forced * pleasantry, " you must pardon 
me^ sir, if I make bold to ebeepTCi that' my 
draughts are prepared for immediate use." 

" And so are mine,'^ answered Osmond, pre* 
senting him, at the same time, with ah order on 
his banker for the simount of the last bill Jbe ha^ 
delivered ; yet there is one, doctor, which you 
may use either now or three months hence^ and 
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1 mil answer for Uie effeels hmg e^afiy sa* 
tisfcctory/* ^ 

Although the manner in nifhich these it^orda 

-were uttered gave the doctor to understand, that 

any farther observations on the suli^ct wcmld be 

superfluous and unwelcoeoe^ yet the prospect of 

thus suddenly closing an account, that itas nol 

perhaps calculated for very nice inspection, gave 

Um sobie consolation, and, in a certain degree, 

it3t(Mfed i^ good-^hiinxHir. The doctor bowed- 

obsequiously, and llie conversation became g?-^ 

Beral. ; 

" I had an early visitor this morning," said 
Earlvin, ^ to faiquire after your patient^ doctor ; 
young Herbert istvovlred us with a call just as we 
M CQUcltid^d our breakfeist'*^ 

; . ■ . ^ 

*■ « 

This observation seemed rather an unfortui^ 
nate one ; for not only the face oi the doctor 
WB3 again douded, but Mr* Osmopd appeared 
chagrined and angry, 
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^< It 18 astooisbing to me,'* said he, ^' that 
Sir Wflliam encourages that young man to absent 
himself for such long periods from his iitudies : 
fuch indulgences are pernicious.'' 

'^ Wkh him, at least," answered Earhdn, 
** we may claim an exception ; he is, I belieie, 
generally admired/' 

^^ By &e wcnnen,'* returned Osmond, with 
a malicious smile of exultation, that played 
upon his countenance, as he observed tiie ef« 
fects which his remark produced on that of his 
friend* 

V 

Earlvin was, indeed, both astonished and 
disconcerted at the reply ; it seemed to convey 
an imputation on his character which he baii 
never suspected. 

^* I know but little of him," replied Fdk, 

1 

^^ but must confess hb appearance and maxmerw^ 
iure prepossessing.'' » 
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** Aye, ayc,^ reiarned Osoioiid, " those ara 
qualifications oftea used for the worst purposes ; 
tbey are a tradi^-stock to tiie idle^ the extrava-; 
gant, and the vicious.' 



19 



Dr. Sulfit listened with attention to these re- 
nmrks, and now considerd himself at liberty to 
make a few complaints of his own. The intend-^ 
€d departure of his patient was not the only event 
wbich had tended to disconcert and irritate the 
4octor. 



'' I must really make bold to observe,'' said 

lie, " with all due respect to our worthy neighs 

l)Our, Sir William Herbert, that the young gen- 

'deman, his son, does not exactly imitate the dis- 

creet and polite conduct of his father. During 

Us visit, here yesterday mornmg, I perceived cer-' 

tab symptoms in his appearance which made mt 

a littie apprehen^ve for his health. I merely 

wbhed him to confine himself for a short time, 

«[id tsJ^e a scball quantity of medicine; it was 

agreed I should breakfast with him this morning ; 
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OH mj arrival j however^ t feoAd helmdlc^ Home 
0uvijy utbjlie a verbal dpologyf(# his absence, alfd 
some ^t volU and buMbr, were handed to tat 
nearly at the same moment/' 

^ Thea he had not fdrgot youf breakfietst^ 
doctor^" said Osouid^ ^ hon^ver be might liavcr 
^tm away from your phyaa** 



/^ I eoinnot cMcesv^i/' replied Sulfite latbev 
piqued at the observation, *^ why people shotadd 
have such an objection to physic : the poor fel- 
Itow who wfl4(ed pa me, r€%uiited it iis jpmc^ or 
more than hifi wfii^^r, tbov^k he had . no- su9- 
pkion of it' himsdif ,^1 I told him.' arih. ^Tbe 
dr^ughl^ I had in iny pQi:k^ we^ l^tyoaAciy 
as s^ed to i^Ss ea^ a^ if they had beep prepttred 
for hiMVu l;^^! rq&H'e .BEiide hkn swailow one b^ 
W^y of a &aaa|>le before I quitted the bofi^se^ uui 
ktBt bi^i Jthe . remainder to take at hia leisure. I 
il^\isA, hoi^ver^ be ^Id to Gonfess (odntinu^d 
Hm dQctor, 9le¥iding hii hcad^ and; again adjustif 
ii^ his wig)^ I felt somewhat Jburi at yodng^M^^ 
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Herbert's neglect^ whidi I due to say my wkas^ 
aer iodicat^ wjwft { ji^t now mirt him on ids 



I , 



'^ MeVMuQH m. hid return B" etelaimed E^fU 
W;;' '* why>^ I ^j(q4w8too4i hei wmi gmg to Man* 



». t 



. 'V It seems, §iF»** rqp^ed tlief dQi^tor, ; " that 
his lirgent business, whatever it V^igj^t be, , wa^ 
concentrated in his visit to your house; for 

which he ha$ en^a^gcpred bU own hea^^^ and 
fiN^feited hJ3 appQintinent wijd) Q^^ 

" C^entEated in his visi^ 4ia my, house?" 
ectoed £^lvin, in a tone which etectrified tb$ 
doctor, and surprised Mr. Ospaqfld; '* wha^tbu- 
litiess, sir, could he have mt my house,, l^t that 
whicji he acknowtedg^d apd expl^mi^d ?" 

Pool" Sulfit to whom this \^as. aju, unfortunate 
jnorning, behdd t]^ flushed cheek apd/^angry eye 
¥ JS^rlMin with aljapoi and astonishdoient ; he b^- 
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ged pardon, yet knew not the offence he baid 
committed ; althoogh his apology wi» a confetti 
sion of his error* In short, unable to conquer 
his confiision, he suddenly seized his hat and 
cane, and, with an obsequious bow, took his 
leave. Too much disconcerted to make any 
more visits, he returned home to the only ei^oy^ 
meut he had nbw left for the remainder of the 
day, that of making his wife and domestics 
miserable as himself. 



Before the doctor had quitted the apartmai^ 
Earlvin became sensible of bis folly ; but the for^ 
mer was too much taken up with his apologies, 
and too desirous to depart^ either to listen or wait 
for explanation. With Osmond, however, he had 
a more subtle observer of his conduct, and it was 
in vain he attempted to conceal from hind the 
cause of his emotion. Osmond was one of those 
characters in which considerable talents were 
blended witb powerful and dangerous propen- 
sities. A warm and trembting interest in hfs 
own gratificatipns, with a total apathy and indff' 
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fereace to the happiness of others, formed the 
bi^s of all his proceedings, and constituted the 
jimsiness of his life. Slow, cautious, and reflect- 
iog in all hb actions, every word and movement 
i«as the result of consideration, and aimed at 
some future effect Yet, with alb this crafty he- 
sitation and designing policy, there was an un- 
daunted effrontery in his manners that carried 
the appearance of sincerity, and to which he was 
often more indebted than to bis finesse. Os- 
nxmd was a man neither necessitated by his 
passions or circumstances/ to study the opi- 
nions q{ the world ; the few individuals on whom 
he exer^ bis powers of duplicity, Were those 
capable of yielding to him, in sohie way or 
other, gratifications equal to the trouble they 
cost him. With the generality of mankind, he 
took little pains to conciliate either respect or 
affection^ while his uncouth rudeness was often 
Qustaken for rough hcHiesty and blunt declama- 
tion. This was not the first discoveiy he had 
iipje of Earlvin's jealousy; but, till the present 
period^ he had never perceived that it fell on any 
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ptrticular object. Ht$ sttbiMti^ was equal to hitf 
8iif pn^f ; be was conscious of bia capatiilttj to ex** 
cite w ifiSammatory a passion from tbe m6at 
iv^ an4 trivial grounds, Althougb not very sqs- 
eaptible to tbe cbarms of female beauty, yet bb 
iiiclinalions, when once raised, wvere sufficiently 
powerful to urge biqei on any escpedieot^ however 
4ar4eg or atrocious. Nor was bia dispositiiffii of 
Ibat nature which required Ijie prospect of imnie« 
diate gratification to stimulate exertion. He would 
eoolly calculate on the probability of succeas, 
however distant, and, with gradual and subtile 
industry, work towai^s the end be was desirona 
to attain,. He was forcibly struck with the bea&> 
ty of Earlvin's wife the first moment he beheld 
her; and the softness and delicacy of her man* 
nf^, although so opposite to his own, after a few 
interviews, inspired him with a passion as crimiiia! 
aiS it was hopeless. He was well aware of the 
dangerous precipice on which he stood* By bit 
preservation of Earlvin's life, he had acquired 
a claim on his gratitude and hospitality which be 
feiled not to improve^ by, in some de^ee, de^ 
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parting from his general tndde of behaviour* 
During hi& kititAacy at their houie, be anxiously 
watched the rise and )f)rogress of every little 
domestic event that tended to develope the 
minute traits <rf their charadtere* Sometimes 
he would start peculiar ^su Ejects in conversa- 
tion, calculated to call forth arguments^ ai^ 
opinions^ likely to illustrate their most secret 
thoughts and inclinations. Yet all this artifice 
mid exertion produced only a series of ^seo« 
veries on the goodness of their hearts, and a con^ 
viction of the improbability that his -speculatioils 
would ever prove successful* Osmond^ although 
B patient and indefatigable labourer for his plea^ 
sures, was oti the point 6( giving up a puN 
suit that promised not even a glimnfeHng of 
hope, when he, one evenings while a guest at 
Earlvin's fire^side, fancied he perceived in him 
symptoms of jealousy. The circumstances which 
Isd to this discovery were of a Very tVifiiiig nature, 
but they were sufficient to form a ba^s for aoU^ 
cipation and experiment. He was soon cdnvln- 
ted his conjectures were ju$t^ 8(nd he resolved t# 
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act upon them whenever an opportunity offered.^ 
The mtiiiiacy that subsisted between them pro- 
duced many private conversations ; be failed not ta 
take advantage of these periods, and, by the moat 
consummate art and address, contrived, imper*' 
cei^biy, to irritate and inflame the mind of Earl*^ 
viur while he pretended the most sincere and dk- 
int$re#ted friendship. During their last ittterview,^ 
however, he discovered a feature of the passion; 
he had long anxiously expected to behold. Tberer 
now appeared an individual on whom Fdix seem^ 
cd inclined to rest those tormenting suspidon^^ 
w,hich, at intervals, raged in bis bosom. Hitlierto 
the wild and incongruous fancies that had assailed 
him,- were soon conquered by the ex^ons of 
bis own reason, and the gende soothings of hia^ 
wife. The folly of his conduct was rendered 
evident, even to himself^ when he could not re- 
collect a single being that seemed calculated or 
ii^dined to disturb bis repose. Very different 
effects were now to be expected : the youth, the 
person, and the mapuers of Herbert, w^re likely^ 
tQ render him, in the eyes of the infatuated Earl- 
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ym, an object of caution and distrust. Osmond's 
mrtfol insinuations increased his alarm, and gave 
rise to notions which awfully threatened bis faap« 
piness. ^is- attempts to appear composed^ after 
thb departure of" Dr. Sulfit, were ineffectual ; be 
tfierefore took bis leave, and slowly returned toh 
wards his own house. During his M'alk, be had 
time to collect his thoughts, and reflect on his 
intemperate bdiaviour towards die doctor, and 
&e causes that had produced it. These kind 
of reflections in Earlvin bad generally ta[ided to 
one conclusicm ; a conscioutoess of bis own weak* 
oess and error. In the present instimce,^ how- 
ler, tiie effects were not precisely the same : it 
is true he was grieved in having, even for a 
moment, experienced thoughts injurious to the 
character of his beloved Julia; he was vexed 
and angry at having so ridiculously betrayed his 
feelings ; but still bis reverie, as in former cases, 
£d not end here. The young man who had oc-^ 
oisioned his uneasiness, be understood to be of 
A character, in which suspicions of this kind were 
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in rame degree wanraiited« Ha migbt bQcoiKve 
• Viaitor at his boose ; it was not tbe present io^ 
nbceoce of his wife that was to render her ittr 
vulnerable to future temptatioD ; the thought was 
agonisiogi and he determined to avoid Herbert 
with the most scrupulous care. To this point his 
miod was immediately directed, and various were, 
tbe plans which presented themselves as most 
likely to ainswer his purpose^ without alarming 
Julia, or exciting the ridicule of his acquaintmncet 
At lei^ one method occurred to him» that 
seemed calculatedi^ m every respect^ to fulfil his 
wishes. He had lately received a letter from Us 
solidtor in London, mentioning that some law 
business, relative to certain estates in Cornwall 
(which had been purchasjed by hb late grandfi^ 
ther), would shortly require hiis presence in town* 
Mrs. Earlvin, on the receipt of the letter, had 
langUngly offered to accompany hinu This was 
an opportunity to escape a further intimacy wids 
Herbert, which Felix immediately resolvesl t^ 
embrace ; and, on his letum home, after having 
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mentioned Osmond'&>sntei^ded journey on tlie 
following tnoming^ he suddenly proposed to bis 
wife liiat they should follow him. "^^ 

" You know, Julia," he continued, " it is 
uncertain how long I may be detained ; we have 
already had a proof of the insufferable tedious- 
jiestS of thcde law concerns, and the present one 
does not promise greater dispatch.'' 

Mrs. £arlvin was astonished at this sudden 

■* . • ' * 
proposal. ** I could not be happy, Fdix,** she 

replied, '^ in leaving bur children behind us to 

the care of the servants j and, to take them with 

us, ^outd require an establishment equaHy un- 

necessary and expensive for the short time we 

toight remain in London.'^ 

This hesitation displeased her husband; his 
tbagrifl was too evident to escape the aniious 
and ittiqairing eyci of Mrs. Earl tin. '* I fla«. 
tered myself, Julia," said he, " that the few 
trivial inconvenience* that might jDerbaps jhave 



120 TALES OF THE PASSIONS. 

resulted from this journey, would not have been 
considered as objections of sufficient^ consequence 
to disappoint me. in the arrangements I had plan- 
ned for it, in which your comfort and enjoyment 
were equally considered with my own/* 

" Good God !" exclaimed Mrs. Earlvin, " can 
you conceive I mentioned them with any such 
motive ? If our company, in this excursion, will 
give you pleasure, I will immediately make 4:he 
necessary preparations for it.' 
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" There is somethihg unkind in that observa- 
tion, Julia. Why ask me if your company and 
that of my children will give me pleasure ? Has 
not my conduct always evinced, that your society 
was preferable to any other ?' 



•J* 



** Well," returned Mrs. EiErlvin, " we will 
be ready to attend you to-morrow, if you please.^ 

'^ Nay, nay,*' answered her husband, *^ do 
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-mt let .me impose this journey tm you as a task; 
if you prefer remaining here, for Heaven's sake, 
follow your inclinations."' 

" My inclinations/' replied Julia, ** are to 

* * 

make you happy, Felix. I know not how it is, 
but I have lately been unfortunate in my exer- 
tions on this point.'' 

" Aye, aye," interrupted Earlvin, '^n^w 
your temper fails you : I shall say no more." 

^^ My spirits fail me," answered his wife; 
** yiet, I am sure, I had never greater need of 
them." 

The tears started from her eyes as she uttered 
these words, and rose to leave the room. Earl- 
vin suddenly seized her hand, and detdned her ; 
he was almost nnable to speak himself. *\ Why 
this uneasmess?" he cried, in a faltering voice; 
'' I meant not to dbtress you. I merely intended 
to observe " . 



./ 
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'^ What your meaning might be^ Fdix," re- 
jplied hU wife, ''. I am unable to define; but your 
observations were somewhat unkind." 

^ Nay, nay, you mistake me, ' answered 
Earlvin; '' you consider my words in too serious 
alight^ 

> • 

H^ wife gazed upon him earnestly : there was 
an expression in her countenance which Earlvin 
had never before observed; he was unable to 
coitceai the emotioiis it occasioned^ and his eyes 
weie &ce4 on the ground, while a sense of. his 
injustice crimsoned his cheeks. ^' I know no^ 
Felix,'' said Julia, in a weak and tremulous voice, 
^ to what cause I am to refer the irascible and 
uncomfortable feelings which have lately seemed 
to disturb you ; if there is any concealed circum* 
Stance that renders you unhappy, have I not 
a sufficient daim on your confidence to share in 
the knowledge of it? I would be a partaker, my 
dear Felix, in your sorrows, that you might de« 



V 



I 
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rive eonadatba from the tenderness and sym- 
pathy of one who loved you. Have I not sootb- 
ed you in the hours of pain and sickness? B9^ 
lieve me, a wounded mind is susceptible of the 
aame aid; there is not a being in CMstence to 
whom you have so great a right to look for ro» 
lief as myself; and surely I need not express, the 
joy I ihould feel in bdog able.to adoiinbtcr it/' 

Earlvin made every exertion to stifle his emo* 
ttora, and was going to reply, when tb* ^dest of 
their children suddenly entered the roomi m^ 
running up to his mother, anxipusly inquired the 
cause of faer iiaetsine$s« 



^^ I am i^ure,'' exclaimed the child, while his 
own cyeir were filled with tears, ^^ you tvould not 
cry wiAocrt a reason; fbr, you have often, vefjr 
ohm, toM me it wiets wrofrg to do so/* 

• • ■ - .• ■ • ^ - f 

^^ That i^ very true, Ctatdei,'* anwtrri Uf 

mother, while she returned his caresses in an 
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**• Therty now," continued the boy, " you 
cry more than ever, and yet I know you are 
not naughty." 

» ■ 

'' We are all of us wrong, sometunes^" an*^ 
iwered hb mother. 

** Yes, all except you and my fiither,'* f^ 
plied the child. 

* 

^' And why hot we as well as others ?'' asked 
£arlvin. ^ 

^^ Because," he replied, V I love you both so^ 
dearly ; I never can believe you act wrong." 



■. i 



This was an observation of inf^t innocence, 
but it struck forcibly on the heart of £arlym. 
He pressed the boy to his bosom with enthusi- 
asm, and held forth his hand to his wife as a 
pledge of reconciliation. ^ 



\ . 



The child clambered up his knee, and^ «-* 
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tendiog hSa little arais, encircled than bodi as 
wdl as he was able in his embrace. Their emo- 
tions were equally powerful, as he alternately 
imprinted on their cheeks the kisses of infantile 
i^Eectipn. 

Earlvin, during the remaining part of the day, 
made several attempts to xx)nvince his wife, that 
the apprehensions she had expressed relative to 
his uneasiness of mind were totally void of foun- 
da:don. He flattered himself he had, in a great 
measure, succeeded in this point, but he still' de- 
termined on the journey he first proposed. Mr. 
Osmond called in the afternoon with a pretended 
apdogy from his ward to\Mrs. EaHvin, for not 
visiting her before her departure. Julia received 
him with coolness, while her husband appeared 
more than usually gratified by his company. 

> Their intended journey was mention^ to him 
by Felix with a request»«thfit he would provide' 
tbem a house near his own residence. Osmond 
seamed much pleased with the informAtiori, and 
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promised to arrange every thing for their comfort' 
and accommodation. 

•* Our good lady,** said he, the moment MrB- 
Earlvin left them alone, '^ does not appear so: 
elated with this little excursion you have plan-- 
ued for her, as we might have expected/* 



ff. 



** "She has various fears, and much anxiety, 
answered Earlvin, " for her family.** 



*^ But you have reconciled those points, by 
taking them with you,** replied Osmond 

** True, but my determination on this joor-* 
ney was rather sudden, and has, I believe, caused 
a little derangement in the household affairs J 



ft 



*' I should have conceived the pleasure of 
accompanying you to London would have ba-^ 
lanced against any little inconvenience it mi^t 

V 

have occasioned in other respects; but, excuse 
Aie, this is no concern of mine : we cannot ac- 
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count for t^e fisuicies and iftcliiiatioii& of tfa^ 
ladies.'* 

** At all events/' said Earlviny while his 
features assumed a smile which but ill accord-^ 
ed with his feelings, ^^ they must not look to 
you for their defence; you are a single man, 
Osmond." 

t 

\ 

\ . . ^ 

• ' V '. . . 

" Yes, thank Heaven, and am resolved to re- 
main so." 



ii 



Say not too much on that subject/' 



*• I will only say,** returned Osmond, " that 
I should deserve what it is most likely I should 
suflfer, were I to marry." 

*' Nay, nay, you are certainly too severe on 
the women ; we have talked on this subject, you 
know, before." 

** True," replied Osmond, " and I haw 



/ I 
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always made the same assertions ; which provet 
at least that my opinions are not changeable.** 

" Is there not," said Earlvin, " great ffc- 
licity to be derived from our children ?" 



c< 



If they are our ownj** replied Osmond. 



Earlvin seemed alarmed and uneasy. " Aye," 
continued Osmond, ^^ and even if they are not^ 
provided we are ignorant of the fact." 



Earlvin became still more agitated. 



*' Upon my soul, Osmond," he exctaimed, 
<( you either must have suffered much from the du^ 
plicity of the sex, or the severity of your opinions 
xbight be construed into something like cruelty." 

** I never suffered from any of them," ^aid 
Osmond ; ^^ I never gave them an opportunity^ 
either to impose on my credulity, or agonise my 
feelings.^ 



If 
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" Then why this, rancour and ill-nature ?'* ' 

" B($cause I have beheld their effects on my 
firiends/' 



« Indeed !" 



" Aye, while the poor devils have supposed 
themselves perfectly secure.'* 

" At least, they were happy in their ig- 
norance*'* 



"Yes,, but the laughing-stock of fdl who 
knew them." 

Earlvin rose from his seat and paced the room 
with much inquietude. ■ . * 



** Still," continued Osmond, as he artfully, 
watched the emotions of his. friend, " there are 
no doubt some virtuous and amiable womeOf 
Some, though but a few perhaps^ with which 
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\ 



a man mi^ b^ tplprably cop(i£9rtaJ))€^ : Mid> in- 
deed, as you just observed, if be is even dis- 
g^a^qdi provide4 be U npt coa^iqipys of \% be may 
still be considered as happy in himself, altbQwgtiji^ 
in the eyes of the world, he must appear the most 
contemptible of human beings.^ 

The colouf in £%rlvip's cbffeks alternately 
faded and glowed a« he listened to these r^ 

• * 

marks ; it was impossibly for him to conceal his 
agitation, whil^ bi^ answ^ers were such as confirmed 
be knew not what he said.^ His embariassaMnt 
was, in some degree, relieved by the entrance of 
a neighbour- wha cabled on a morning visit. Os- 
mond now took his leave, and promised to exe» 
cute Earlvin's commission in London, immedi- 
atAly be arrivtd there; wbflethe latter promised 
^to leave Monmouthshire in the qourse of two 
days. ^ 

Mrs. Earlvia was busily employed during, tiie ^ 
IbUowing moraing in pFtpaiing foi^ their joumc^^ 
Md her kusb^D^wMH closely engaged with tbe pa^ 
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f§n (liaA.t%n9^ ao e^use for it. In the eveh^ 
19^ bQVKey^j be p^eparedi to take hia uauaJl waUc, 
iJk^ hia. eMesA bey followecl hiapi with a message 
(k^ql bid ^mot^er, tokaow at what tiioe heintend'^ 
•d ta b« aft homcb 

Barlvin was rather surprised at this quei^n ; 

he. vmn io tise habit oi taking long walks^ and 

Jt|Ua bad xmver before expressed a wish to know 

-the precise time of bis return. He mused on 

tys drcamstaQce during his walk^. cuaod bis usual 

tarain of lefieetions imf^ produced. Hb mind 

v«r become ao susceptible to tiie pasw>n ff^htcb 

H^fvadcd it^ ti^t every little occurrence, ix\ wbidi 

bia^ wife was ooncerned^ that did not exftcdy 

tcoprd with the daily evaits to which he bad 

been accustomed, was formed into a subject 

for gloomy suspicion. He resolved to return 

eaii^ than the time be had mentioned ; so 

(pmit was bis ag^tion and suspense,^ that be was 

scarcely absent an hour, and even during that 

period he hovered about the boundaries of his 

grouodsi watching every avenue and turning 

k9 
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which led to the house. No longer able to en- 
dure his own feelings, he hurried home, and pro- 
ceeded directly to the sitting room, in which he 
found his wife in conversation with a gentleman, 
whose person the dusk of the evening at first pre- 
vented him from discovering, but whose voice, 
to his astonishment and confusion, confirmed him 
to be young Herbert. It was fortunate that a suf- 
ficient time elapsed before candles were brought 
into the apartment, for Earlvin to recover in 
some degree from the chagrin and agitation he 
experienced. Felix understood he had been at 
the Grove at least half an hour, and he seemed 
in earnest conversation with Julia at the moment 
he entered the room. After a few cominoh-place 
observations, to which Earlvin made short and 
sullen replies, Herbert took his leave. 

4 

"He appears a most excellent young man !" 
exclaimed Mrs. Earlvin, the moment he had quit- 
ted the apartment. 

*^ I am of a contrary opinion/' answered her 
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husband ; but observiqg his child was in the room 
he proceeded no farther. 

• * . ■ • 

'^ Indeed !" . exclsumed Julia ; '^ I am sure 

he appears amiable." 

"It signifies not what he appcan^^' replied 
Felix. 



€C 



" But . are you sure," said Mrs. Earlvin, 

* 

your opinions are well founded ?" 



" I do not think, Julia, you hare any cause 
to doubt my opinions being correct : I have not 
often . been . deceived, though I have sometimes 
hazarded much on their speculation." 







Whatever Earlvin*s meaning might have been 
in this reply, Julia instantly considered it as an 
indirect reproach on the situation from which he 
had marked her. She struggled to suppress her 
tears, and hurried out of the apartment. The 
child/ who was too much engaged with his own 
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lunuseffients to observe lih JdM3iher% eiMtidin, 
still remained^ while his fiitlm-, ItgooiMri wilil 
various feeUngs, cootinued on the sofk upon 
frfiich he had firA tiironti hkoi^dC 



** Are you not well ?" exclumed the child, 
he fcmdly citfessed him. 



" Not very well, my dear," answered Earl* 
vin; 'M am fel%u6d with wal^tfi^ tuid Want 
some sleep : how is it, CSnurles, you ftre not yet 
gone to bed r 

**. if yoit are fA," iie replied, ** I wiB tstt 3100 
a secret to make yo«i better. I ii^ tdl yo« Krhy 
mamma wanted to know enctly y^Aitti yoo iraidd 
return from your walk.** 
. i 

^ Indeed t'* answiei^ £ar)vm wtA pecnliiir 
itniiinati^n; ^' eaa ^ou t^ tne that, Cta^lei ?'^ 

*' YeS) indeed^ I isi^y* tM the ^ ; 
*' mamma told t^ not to ntn^tiM 4t^ kmt 1 



mre «h# wfll mt Uame me^ as I do k to maJce 
you ttetter : mA I see, by your ctmotenaace, tbe 
very thought pf it has done you good already /* 

\ 

EaiivWs a^tation increased; fae cxpeete^ 
jBvery UBtettit to hear frofli the itoocent prattlfe 
ia( his chHd a confiraiattQn of the wild and rtdU^ 
eidous suriDisei which tormented kam. 

\ 

% 

" You mUrt fcnow^ tlien/' codtibiied the boy, 
^liHe his; lips were {daced close to hh Crther'b 
ear, nAd &e infMuated parent ^listened to Ihqa 
with trembHng itnxiety, '^you must kmw this 
is fny birth-day, which you never thought of, or 
I aos i&uf6 you would have kiissed mei w I re- 
meaiber yoiu did last y^ar ; so mamtna said she 
wOukl surprise you to-night with yoKir favourite 
ii^per^ roasted pigeons; and cnpre than that, I 
jUQd tp sit up and have some too; and more than 
that, you was not to know a. word about the mat- 
ter ; and S0 I asked you what time you ^^ould 
iMme I^Mie^ that the supper might be coojj^d 



"k. 
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just as you liked it; and so^ this is the secret^ 
and now I hope you are a great deal better." -■ 

Earlvin felt a rebulce in this information more 
powerful than the most bitter reproaches could 
have produced. He had misconstrued an act of 
affectionate kindness, and rewarded the exertions 
which had been made to please him, with a de^ 
gree of ill-temper bordering on brutality. He 
felt degraded by the absurdity and meanness of 
his suspicions as they now appeared to hinf, 
and was grieved at the uneaisiness they hfid oo 
casioned his wife. He hurried from the apart- 
ment to make some excuse to her for his con^ 
duct, to ask her forgiveness, and soothe her dis- 
tress. Before, however, he reached her dress- 
ing room, he recollected the earnest conversation 
. in which she was engaged with Herbert. He 
paused for a few moments ; his alarm, in some 
degree, returned ; he walked slowly back to the 
parlour he had just quitted, and resolved, for the 
present, to defer his concessions. Julia's unea- 
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sinese was evident ^hen she appeared at supper; 
her eyes were inflamed with wjeeping, and her 
spirits considerably depressed; Felix, unable to 
witness her unhappiness without the most poi- 
gnant regret, attempted, by various little attend 
tioDS, to restore her tol^r usual serenity aiud 
cheerfulness. His exertions, however, were un- 
successful, and the playful vivacity of their child 
not only failed to interest his father, but, at in- 
tervals, increased the tears of his mother. Mrs. 
Earlvih, on this evening, perceived in Felix 
symptoms of jealousy which in a great measure 
accounted for the alteration she had of late ob- 
served in his temper and manners. Many wo- 
men, on a discovery of this nature, would have 
felt little uneasiness or alarm ; the idea of hav- 
ing sufficient power over the pasdons of a hus-? 
band as to be enabled to regulate his happiness, 
would in some wives have produced exulting 
gratifioittion, rather than anxiety and sorrow. 
Not so with Julia Earlvin ; her affections were * 
Qf a nature that rendered his confidence and 
good opinion the principal objects of her at- 



ISB 
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tranmat The anibrtunate tnitutafituen uadfer 
which she had beeh Jlra^ght tip occuioneid btt 
%b be oautioiis and tenciolis ob febb point It 
JNtd ever been b^r pride to proi^ to (tie waM 
Ihat sb^ w» not unworthy of the ^pbiDdi ket 
hosbaiid must have iohaed tpom her ofaaraefeeiv 
before be xaa\d bare vientured on their tiasm 
If Julk so iardendy desired to inqnress tipoo the 
H^orld 6uch sentinumts, faerw mudh ctiore muat 
abe have Wis^hed that tfa^y shooM be confiraoh 
ed to him wbo Vas the cause of them ! Hicr 
ttiortififcatSon and dbap^inlmcbt when she d» 
covered faer feikire^ may be easily ooncelved 
Instead, however, of giving way to t^ea^nSimiQD^ 
she resolved to sdothe and conciliate ; iastead af 
setting her husband s faapipiness at defiakrce, by 
aissunHiig a ^icty fore%n to her htmi, she rei- 
0dved to be still !iriore wary iA her eoodiict, aad 
tBke every oppkntunit^ t6 qtiell his appreheii£ac»% 
without even pretending to a knowledge ^ them. 
She commenced these ppemtions Thairiediatdy^ b^ 
relating to £brlvia (as soon ta the thiid had 
quitted the apattifMnt), the subject of tbe fan* 



Ttmiitbtt in ^bkh she had b^n «fngaged with 
Herbert. ^Ux ^ow tnider^dod, with shatM 
Mid tmif«sioD| koW^ grtatly ^ bad wronged his 

/ 

Herbert, cbaraied by the person and fnan^ 
Hers of Cai^Mne Almond, ^rkh all the warmth 
tend 4m|)etuo8ity of, yotfthful passion, mad^ np 
hh mind that he loved her. The character of 
4his young man was tinged with a degree of r^ 
fliacntSe erdoiu* that often led htm into errors, from 
^R^afeh 4 g|ood heart, and strong understanding, 
iroidd otfaerwiae have preserved him. With hi^ 
niodaiis of honour, and feelings f^ most sensi- 
tive and acute, there was a degree of wild irre- 
Ipilarity k his pursuhs, that often injured him 
«a tiie opinions of others, and produced the moiM 
fioignant sensations to himself. £very beautiful 
w^man was capable of ekciting his admiration 
even H) enthudftsm : in these sallies of the ima- 
^natkoi, reflection was seldom exerted ,to check 
w ^auf^Fid: the efibcts they were likely to pro- 
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duce. He had no sooner rescued Caroline- from 
the water, than he considered it impossible to 
live without her : his visit to her in the evening 
seemed to confirm this opinion, and, on the third 
^day, he made Mrs, Earlvin^ the confidant ,of his 
passion, during the interview which caused her 
husband so much uneasiness. The behavioujj^ of 
Osmond on his return after the accident, occa- 
sioned in Herbert a considerable degree of resent- 
ment. It was on this account he called at the 
Grove the following morning to inquire after Caro- 
line's health, instead of proceeding to the resi- 
dence of her guardian; and was also the motive 
for his consultation with Mrs. Earlvin on the 
probability of GsmoBd's acceptance of his pro- 
posals. Julia was aware of, the traits in Her- 
bert's character >yhich urged him to be thus pre- 
cipitate, in the notions he had formed relative to 
Caroline Almond. Instead of first asking the 
advice of his own father, or consulting the in- 
clinations of the young lady herself,, he waS; 
making a confidant of a third person to whom. 
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he was almost a stranger: instead of taking suf- 
fidient time to become acquainted with her dis- 
position and character, he considered that her 
personal accomplishments were capable of en- 
suring his happiness, and that, without her, he 
should be the most miserable being in existence* 
Mrs. Earlvin was convinced there was at present 
but little dependence to be placed upon the stability 
of his passion. She was interested in the hap- 
piness of Caroline, and well knew the danger and 
cruelty of disappointment, where proposals are 
made to a yoiing wbman in the height of yeuth- 
ftil delirium, and, afterwards, either abandoned 
from a consciousness of their impropriety, or 
coldly made good as the fulfilment of a promise. 
She therefore, with much dexterity, contrived, 
by her replies, to persuade him, for the present, 
to take no active steps in the plans he had so 
suddenly arranged; by which means, she con- 
sidered, a sufficient time would elapse, either to 
cool the ardour of his inclinations, or to prove 
they were grounded upon a basis calculated to 



/ 
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ensure his felicity. Herbert waa eimrmedl wiA 
her feasoningy and iMK>n(uae(i to follow her 

advice, 

^ *' 

l^arlvm bftd never laboured under aens^titona^ 
so hpmiliating, as those which be eipenisnoed 
this eyeaing, from a consqioiisnass of hk iq}Ufr^ 
tice to his wife. The idea thai she was i^iiorafitt 
of bis suspicioi^^ seemeda if possiblei to ^ug-. 
9)ent her iryuries» and he wa$> a$ int^rvali^ oli 
«l» poin. of c«MMag ««^ U.d«r . «»i- 
deration^ however, of preserving her from ^ 
distress he wdl knew such a cimfessicht wauM 
Qocasioq/ be deterqained to conqecd the c«ase el 
those emotions be was well ewere she must 
have observed. The following moiHfnng was th» 
time -fixed for tiieir departqpe to Lpndon^ Felix 
would new willingly heve given up the^ jeuraey^ 
h^t there appeared i)Q way to prevef^t it, IfithOul 
the probability of Mrs^ Earlvin becoming ao^ 
quaintqcl with the- motives for wbioh il wai 
planned. 



He retired to rest on this night under a de- 
gre<e of serenity he had not enjoyed for several 
months, and with a firm determination to quell 
a passion, which, in moments of calm reflection, 
he was convinced 9im^ at tl)e destruction of his 
happiness. 
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CHAPTER V. 



A COUNTRY INN ; A NOBLE LORD ; AND A 

POOR POET. 



!EiARLViN and his family set off at an early 
hour the following morning, as he had resolved 
to sleep only one night on the road. Himself, 
his wife, and their two children, travelled in his 
post-chariot; three female servants followed in 
a chaise, and they had two out-riders. Felix 
determined to remain for the night at a large 
inn which stood nearly mid-way between Mon- 
mouth and 'London, and he gave his servants di- 
rections accordin^y. It was dark an hour before 
the time he had calculated they would arrive there. 



JEALOUSY. 



145 



and, as the house stood a small distance from the 
road«side, the drivers passed the turning which 
led to it several miles before they discovered 
their mistake. One of the grooms at length 
informed his master of their situation^ and re- 
<}uested his orders how they were to act* 

/ 
'" Is there any inn in the village through 
^hich we have just passed," inquired tarlvin, 

*' capable of receiving us for the night ?" 



• * ■ 



*^- There is a small inn, sir, within a hundred 
yards of where we now are,*' replied the servant. 



" A small inn will not do,'* said his master; 
'* we must return to the one where we intended 



tostop« 



If 



It was near nine o'clock, and Mrs. Eatlvin, \ 
rather alarmed at travelling at such an hour, 
requested they might at least inquire for accom- 
modation at the place the man had mentioned. 

L ' 



» 
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The pastilions werg ordered to proceed to it, 
and, in a few minutes, they arrived at the door. 
It wad a decent-looking house. A post-carriag6 
and fouf , with sertants in splendid liveries^ ward 
drawn up on one side of the gates, aj^arently 
waiting foir sonie oi the guests. The landlord, 
a fair, jolly-looking man, after repeated knock* 
ing and hallooing by the grooms, attended Earl^ 
vin at the chaiiot^window. 

" I beg ten thousand pardons,'' he cried| 
bowilig w4tlk the naOdt fttWdiflg civility, **<bf not 
attending ydur hOhOur sooner ; but my Lord t'rel- 
vin is here, and ^^ 

" I^ Lbi^ t'l'iBlvih i» id your heuse, tny 
friend,'* interrupted Earlvin, " it is not likely 
you caii accommodate us ; we shall want several 
beds, and muck A^tehdancS.'" 

^^ I beg yOiif honmir^^ parddtt lor one ifit-^ 
stanft/' replied the landlord, '' but liiy 10r4 i# 



\ 

I 
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this moment goitig to leave u&; this chariot an4 
four b waiUng for his lordship." 

^^ Hate you three or four beds well aired?** 

Mked Mrs. Earlvin. 

f . 

^^ We have as good beds as any in lAxe king* 
dom/' returned the host; ^^ and^ as for their be- 
ing aired, my lady— ^-*-** 

" Landlord! — ^master!" exclaimed several 
voices at once. 

*^ My lord wants me,'' cried the man, and 

f 

wm out of sight in an instant^ without finishing 
ttie sentence he had begun. 

''This fellow is a fool," said Earlvin, " we 
riiall get no accommoditiioii here : we had better 

» 

return.^ 

Julia Was still anxious to remain, when the 

t9i 
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landlady/ almost equal in size to her husband, 
with a voice as strong, and a beard much strong- 
er, stood before them. She declared every thing 
that was comfortable was to be had in *their 
house> and hoped their honours would get out 
and walk in. Felix, urged by the persuasions of 
liis wife, consented, and they were conducted 
into a small, but cleail, parlotir. Earlvin left this 
room after a few minutes, to give some direc- 
tions concerning his horses, when he perceived 
the landlbrd on the stair-case with a candle in 
each hand, ushering Lord Trelvin to his carria^. 
In fact, it was a kind of proce3sion, in which the 
landlady and all the servants assisted. Earlvin, 
who had heeird much of his lordship,^ but had 
never seen him^ remained in the hall while he 
passed. He was a tall thin man, apparently 
about thirty, wrapped up in a light^coloured 
French surtput lined with dark fur. His Swiss 
valet followed close behind, with his lord's ted-mo- 
rocco port-folio and writing-case^ Mr. Earlvin^s 
horses were unharnessing at the moment his lord- 
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ship arrived at the door, and^ observing tbeoi, 
he called to his valet, — ^ 

" li. Pink, who have we here? Any one 
that is known?" ' 

" By what I can learn from the groofcas, my 
lord," answered the landlord, " it is b, Mr. 
World- wind of Monmouthshire." 

"^ World-wind !" excldmed his lordship, /* what 
a cursed terrific name ! it is enough to stop one's 
breath to utter it.^ 

" Q est horrible, my lor !" cried the valet. 

The instant his lordship stepped into the x:ar- 
riage, the landlord suddenly gave the candle to 
his wife, and ran with much speed to the apart- 
ment jvhicb Lord Trelvin had just quitted, from 
which he returned with a long narrow slip of 
paper, and, presenting it at the carriage-door, 
said, "I beg your lordship's honour's pardon. 



\ # 



150 



TALES OP THS RASSIONS. 



but I believe ^^our hxdtlup. hts forgM tfais Ikt^ 
biU." . 

^^ KUr exblaiined his lorddbip; ^^ ob! curse 
it^ aye, I recollec^t* La Pink, you should have 
remembered the bill* It appears a most immor 
derate lengdi ; what 10 the total. La Pink?*' 

'^ Cinq guinea, my lor/' anawered the Swiss. 

'^ Add another guinea (or the servants," said 
his lordship* 

" Thank you, my lord ; much obliged to your 
lordship,'' vociferated various persons who sur- 
rounded the door. 

*^ And, dd you hear?*' continued the noble 
lord, ^'return the bill to the landlord, and let 
him place it to my account. Curse the fdlowi^ ! 
why don't they drive on ?" , 



" Thank you, my lord,"^ exclaimed the soli- 
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tary ¥mm ef the landlord, is ijl tone 9f matter- 
ing despondency ; while his lordfihip drew up tb^ 
gl€LsseSy and the ehariot drove off. 

» 

Earlvw proceeded to the stables to ^ve hi^ 
orders, and soon understood, from the convec- 
nation of liie seryaats, that JLond Trdvin had 
favioixred this inn with his presence; because every 
otbeir on the road had refused the saine honour. 
No one ordered more profusely than his lordship, 
md be never forgot any thing, iut the bill. 



^XB. Earlvio soon retired with her childroi 
to their bed-pchaniber, and her husbaiKl remained 
alone in the parlour. There was a small sadx« 
window in this room that looked into the adjoin^ 
ing one, which was a large apartment, apparent- 
Jy jfor the general reception of visitors, with an 
opening to ^t^e bar at one end. This jcircum-^ 
4^ance rendered the situation, in some respects, 
unpleasaiit, and the landlord bad offered the 
apartment which Lord Trelvin had just quitted. 
As Mrs. Earlvin, however, intended to retire im* 
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mediately after her supper, they considered it 
unnecesisary td remove. Earlvin had the curi- 
osity, after his wife left him, to take a survey of 
the adjoining room. There were several per- 
sons in it assembled round a large fire. The 
night was cold, wet, and stormy. The company 
appeared in high good-humour, and seemed per*- 
fectly to enjoy the comforts of their situation. 
In the midst of their conviviality, another guest 
entered : he appeared a man about seventy; was 
dressed in black, and had a pale expressive face, 
with a form somewhat withered and emaciated. 
He seemed known to the persons round the £re, 
yet they made him no offer of removing to a more 
comfortable situation than that in which he ha4 
placed himself, at a gemote part of the room* 
His clothes were wet ; he rested his head on his 
hand in a melancholy posture, and took no part 
in the conversation of the fire-side party. There 
are certain countenances calculated to impress 
us with peculiar sensations. Earlvin gazed on . 
the face of this man till fears almost started 19 
his ej^es. He could have embraced him as an 
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unfortunate, although he had no just reason to 

suppose him more unhappy than himself* His 
meditations were interrupted by the powerful 
voice of the landlady from the window of the 
bar, who called out, " Mr. what do you call 'em, 
in the black coat, we can't accommodate you 
with a bed to-night." 

The guest seemed astonished at this inform- 
ation^ he was rising from his seat to reply, when 
the woman stood before him — 

-1. 
** You see," said she, " we have our house 

brim-full of gentlefolks, and the devil a bed, or 

half a bed, have we got to spare: that which you 

slept in last night must be ^ven up to the two 

grooms who came with the gentleman from Moiir 

mouthshire.'* 

" I should have had more notice of these 
arrangements," replied the guest; "how can I 
procure a lodging at this time of the night? 
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Th«Fe N net aaotber kouse witbio sojne yoUes of 
this pbce," 

* 

** That is uo bread and butter of mine," att- 
ftwered the landlady; '^ we should have no obr 
jection to your company^ provided w^ had no 
better customers.'' 

** You are insolent," returned the guest; 
** what little I hav^ had I have paid for : surely 
I should be treated with civility.** 



** What you have had has been little enough^ 
God knows,** replied the landlady. 

^ Where Is your husband?** returned thie 
^guest. — " Too busy^to listen to your preachingy**^ 
i^»swer€d the woman ; ^^ you must budge t^ 
nighty I tell you, and that's flat." 



On uttering these words, she returned to the 
hmtj «nd the guest resumed his seat, appu^ntly 
much agitated. 
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On one sicte of the cfaiinney, upon a chair 
aomewhat elevated, sat a little, &t, rosy-ebeek^ 
plump-fisiced man, with a pipe in bis mouth, and 
a spaniel between his legs. His countenance was 
of that cast which is generally termed vacant; 
yet it is but justice to observe, that, in every other 
part of his body, it was impossible for fulness 
to be more strongly exemplified. He appeared 
sttiffed even to the extremities. There was evi- 

9 

dently much attention paid to this man by the 
whole company; and Earlvin soon understood 
from the . conversation, which was not carried 
on in a very low tone of voice, that his name 
was Gulp, and that he , was the churchwarden 
of the pan^. JS^r. Gulp did not talk so m^ch 
as his companions, yet all appealed to him in theic 
several ^guments; and when he was ijrged to 
majbe a reply, he seemed to take his pipe from 
his mouth with reluctance, while bis answers sel- 
dom extended farther than a monosyllable. The 
guest in black quitted the apartment, and, a few 
minutes afterwards, a youth of about eighteen 
entered it, with a lantern, a great coat, and a 
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walking-stick. He was Mr. Gulp's apprentice, 
whose daily employment concluded with the ce» 
reraony of conducting his master home. Mr. 
Gulp was not calculated by nature, either to 
dispense or receive pleasure, in what is termed 
convivial society; his enjoyments were concen- 
trated into three simple divisions ; eating, drink- 
iflg, . and sleeping. These might certainly ha?e 
been procured at his own house with less ex- 
pehse than at the bar of an inn ; but Mr. Gulp 
had encumbrances at home which iBterfere<l^ with 
those little comfortable extras, in which he some- 
times wished to indulge. In an Unfortunate and 
unguarded moment, during the early part of his 
life, he married a woman who had acquired some 
dangerous and inflammatory notions of female 
equality, and who maintained, with a flow of 
oratory, which, though it never convinced, some- 
times overpowered her husband, that she and 
her children had as much right to be comfortable 
as himself. Mr. Gulp, who was a man of very 
few words, found these torrents of eloquence 
rather unpleasant; he therefore resolved, if pos- 
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sible, to escape them, by procuring his little ett^ 
joyments abroad, instead of at home. ** For," 
said he to a neighbour, who was one day con^ 
dolmg with him on the misfortune of having a 
family, "what I say is ttiis, that which, will fill 
Qfie Qian*s l)eUy won't be a mouthful when di* 

ft 

v^ded between five or six : why, then, the case 
is clear. I can perhaps afford, njOw and then, to 
buy enough of a good thing for one, and only 
Ode; but who is that one to be? why that one 
is mysdf^ to be sure, says I." His nei^bour 
declared he never heard a more powerful lu'gu^ 
ment in behalf of a person's self in all his life* 
time, and he had no doubt it would hold good 
io any court in Christendom. Mr. Gulp not 
only argued in behalf of himself, but he practised 
the doctrine he professed ; for, whenever he pur- 
chased any thing good, he only provided for one^ 
and that ont was himself. By spending Us eve- 
oings from home, he certainly avoided much 
noise and strife, and was ^enabled to recom- 
pense himself for the scanty dinner he allowed 
at his o^n table, by a warm, comfortable/ and 
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ttiug supper at an inn, uodisturbied by the up- 
braidings of his wife, or the clamour of bis 
chiMren* 

Mr. Gulp had nearly finished his last gobktt 
of punch, in which he had mixed three or four 
jellies, when his apprentice arrived, and he pre- 
pared for his departure. The lad havkig assisted 
him in putting on his coat, Mr. Gulp yawtied 
vidently, and, swallowing the remaining draught 
ID his gobkt, declared he should go home and 
€»joy a good night's; rest in his own warm, snug, 
comfortable bed. 

*^ Aye, aye, you have mdre than one com- 
fortable bed in. your house, Mr. Gulp," said one 
of the C(»i)pany ; "it is not every body Can say 
that, let me tell you." 

V 

m 

A^ I have certainly a bed to spaire for ti 
ftiend/' repBed Mr. Quip, rather drily. 



it 



There is poor Mr. Seville in the passage/^ 
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md the apprentke, ^' who is in want of a lodg* 
iiig; perhaps you could accommodate him." 

" Why, how now, sir?" replied Mr. Gulp, in 
great anger ; ^^ who told you Mr. Seville was my 
^end?" 

" He seems in disitress," answered th6 ap- 
prentice. 

V 

■V. 

^' Thafs a fine reason, indeed," said Mn 
Gal^, " to make me his iiiend. Do I ever 
make friends with distressed people ?" 

** Will you allow me to offer him part of my 
bed ?** said the lad : ** he has a lotag Way to go 
to tlie tiftxt inrt, and it rains hard." 

" Rains ^lard !" cried Mr. Gulp, with much 
alarm; *^ here, Jack, tie this worsted-netting 
tmnd my neck; button my coat close up to« 
ttijr chin^ ahd tell the landlady to sited mfi 
* glass of- cberry-^bounce. We have a quar- 
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tfit of a mile to go in the wet, aad I ma 
catch cold.'* 



" It is near five miles to the next inn/' re- 
plied the lad. 

" What's that to me ?" returned Mr. Gulp. 
'^ I only wish I was safe at home : I likes to 
hear the wind roar, and the rain pelt, when t am 
warm and snug in my own bed.** 

" Yes, yes, Mr. Gulp," said another of bis 
companions, *^ but every body may not be quite 
so snug at that time." 



*' I know nothing about any body but wy- 
self,*' answered Mr. G ulp ; " if I am comfort- 
able^ that is enough for me ; what can I wish for 



more : 



,»> 



The apprentice had by this time lighted the 
candle in his lantern, and Mr. Gulp, leanii^g on 
the lad's shoulder with one" hand, and supported 
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by bis stick on the other, waddled out of the 
apartment. 

Earlvin.rang his bell, aqd desired to speak with 
the landlord, who was at his elbow in an instant. 

** I wish to be informed," said he, ** why the 
person in black, whom I just now observed in 
the next room, is to be turned out of the bed 
he has lately occupied, to make room for my 
servants ?" ' 

The landlord, with much civility, declared his 

. . ... .... " '■ . • • 

house was so full, he had no accommodation for 

him. 

" He was your guest before we arrived," said 
Earlvjri. 

" Lord, your honour," replied the landlord, 
" but he is nothing of a customer ; why, he eats 
and drinks scarcely any thing, as I may say ; and, 
what*s worse, he calls for no more than he wants." 

M 
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'* Do6s he pay for that M^hich he had r" asked 
Earlvin. 

" Why yes, certainly/* answered the land- 
lord, *' he pays well enough; but then his bills 
amount to such a trifle, your honour." 

" But from that trifle,** said Earlvin, " you 
di^rive a profit in equal proportion to the bill yon 
just now placed to the account of a noble lord^ 
who, I suppose, ordered profusely/' 

" Yes, certainly,'* replied the landlord, with 
a melancholy countenance, '^ his lordship order* 
ed like a prince.** 

" But will you ever be paid for what hfe or- 
dered ?'* asked Earlvin. 

^ I am afraid dot," ttniWeiiaii the khdlord. 

« Youir conduct," i^pifed Earivth, " j^hdejj 
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you worthy only of customers similar to Lord 
Trelvin ; the impositions under which you suffer 
by such men, are just punishments for your in* 
humanity. Does not the sign that hangs *at 
;^our door invite every traveller to your house, 
whb can purchase the entertainment he may re* 
quire ? Does not the profit attached to the ar* 
tides for which he pays, aid to support yourself 
and your family ? and, under these circumstances, 
has not the peasant and the prince an equal right 
to your services and civility ? It is perhaps na- 
tural for you to be most attentive to the guest 
from whom you receive the greatest benefit; but 
your extra exertion to oblige one, is no excuse 
ibr ycHir cruelty or impertinence to the other, I 
therefore desire that Mr, Seville (which is I be- 
lieve the name of the person to whom I allude), 
may retain the bed he has already occupied, and 
tiiat I may immediately see him to apologise for 
the behaviour he has received, and exculpate my- 
self from the suspicions he may entertain of my 
hiving been the voluntary cause of it.'' 

MS 
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The laHdlord attempted to stammer out an 
excuse, but Earlvin insisted on bis leaving tbe 
room. Mr. Seville, a few minutes afterwards, 
was announced by the waiter, and Earlvin hav- 
ing requested he would be seated and partake 
of some wine, explained the circumstances that 
urged him to solicit the favour of his company. 
Earlvin's. disposition, and habits were not of a 
description to induce him to form sudden friend- 
ships; on the contrary, he was naturally reserv-^ 
ed, and extreoaely cautious even in the se- 
lection of those, whom he merely considered 
as his acquaintance. Yet the figure, manners, 
und convera^ation of this man, excited in him 
a very powerful interest. His face was manly 
and expressive,, but, in parts, wrinkled; appa- 
rently more from profound thinking or poi- 
gnancy of mental feeling, than from tbe rayagea 
of age or bodily disease. The few grey hairs 
that were thinly scattered over hi$ forehead, be- 
came thick and. full at the back part of his bead, 
and gave a character and dignity to bis coun- 
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tehance. The moSJ; remairkable features, however, 
that he possessed, were his eyes; in which were 
a. sparkling brilliancy, a degree of fire and in- 
telligence, that seemed to evince a mind of the 
most trembling sensibility. His dress was in* 
dicative rather of respectable poverty, than mo- 
derate aiSuence ; his clothes seemed to have 
served him long, and . to have been manag- 
ed with economy. His walk was slow and fee- 
ble, while, at intervals, he seemed to breathe 
with difficulty. The tears trickled down his 
cheeks as he grasped the hand of Earlvin with 
an enthusiasm bordering on phreqsy, " Oh 
God r he exclaimed, " is there yet a being 
who will address me in accents of tenderness 
and affection ? Have I still claims, on the sym- 
pathy of a fellow-creature ? Excuse this rhap- 
sody, this agony, sir," he continued: " I am 
unable to subdue my feelings." 

I 

" I have done nothing to demand such an 
excess of gratitude," replied Earlvin; ^^* I have, 
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as yet, merely uttered a few M^ords of common 
civility/* 

^' Ah ! but such words," answered the old man^ 
^^ are felt at the heart/ by one who has been 
accustomed only to cbilliqg indifference, or crud 
insult. The sensations they produce are various 
and powerful : momentary exultation, in sud- 
denly possessing an unexpected enjoyment, is 
blended with poignant suffering from the re* 
membrance of past happiness. Alas ! sir, I 
am a forlorn and melancholy wanderer; old, 
^^ebled, and emaciated; with a mind capable 
of appreciating the value of the blessings I have 
so long lost, and a memory which unfortunately 
enables me to compare them with my present 
condition." 



Earlvin requested him to be composed:; to 
have urged a disclosure of his situation, would 
have been equally cruel and indelicate; but, 
having in some degree recovered himself, he 
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vOiuQtarily related the principal events of his 
' past Ufe, to which Felix listened with (he ut- 
most anxiety and attention. 



He was the only child of parents, who, by 
honest industry, had been enabled to give up the 
fatigues of business at an age, when infirmities 
were not for some years likely to imbitter their 
enjoyments. They acquired a small independ- 
ence from a retail trade, and retired with their 
son (then about eight years old), to their native 
village in' the county of Hampshire. The pro- 
perty they possessed was sufficient to procure 
them every comfort ; their desires were limited| 
and they had neither atnbition nor inclination for 
those luxuries which are only to be purchased 
by wasteful extravagance. Their beloved child 
was the ot^ject of their tenderest care and solici- 
tude ; yet the plans they adopted for his future 

I* 

r 

prospects, were not, perhaps, quite so prudent 
s^ many they had formed with less care and 
ani^iety. Eustace was placed at a grammar<- 
school neiar the residence of his parents, and 
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the talents be evinced during the progress of bis 
studies at this seminary, were of a very superior 
kind. It was the discovery of such talents, from 
the favourable report of the tutor, that materi- 
ally altered the discreet arrangements which bis 
parents bad already commenced. A respectable ^ 
tradesman in the county where they had formerly 
resided, was in want of an apprentice, and bad 
lately agreed to the proposals they bad made for 
receiving their son in that capacity. The busi- 
ness was genteel and profitable, and the boy bim-. 
self was desirous of the situation. During the 
evening, however, before the day on which bis 
father was to return a final answer to the trades^ 
man, the schoolmaster paid one of his quarterly 
visits at Seville's cottage, and, while he received 
the amount of his last bill, expatiated with more 
than usual earnestness on the great abilities of 
his pupil. In the course of the conversation, be 
was given to understand, that, at the conclusion 
of the next quarter, Eustace was to be with- 
drawn from his school, for the purpose of com- 
mencing his apprenticeship to the person they ha4 



\ 



JEALOUSY, 169 

provided foir him. The tutor, either from mo- 
tives of interest, or sentiments of regard for the 
lad, seemed chagrined and distressed at the in- 
formation, while he hinted at the cruelty of sa- 
crificing . such talents to the study of a business 
in which the most ordinary mind would be made 
perfect in a few years, and from which he would 
have little chance of acquiriag either fortune ot 
cefebrity. * These observations, although they pro- 
duced no reply at the moment; occupied the 
minds of his parents during the night, and, by 
the morning, they weire perfectly agreed in opi- 
nion, that the reriiarks of the tutor were equally 
just and correct. A letter was immediately for-* 
warded to the tradesman, civilly refusing the si- 
tuation for their son, which a few weeks before 
they had earnestly solicited, and the schoolma- 
^r was informed, that his pupil should remain 
under his care another twelvemonth. This man, 
who was a good scholar, and extremely partial 
to Eustace,, considered himself bound in honour, 
to use every exertion for his improvement during 
^ itdd)tional time allowed for his 3tudiei^. T})e 
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boy himsdf became even more fttteolive iod tflr 
siduous than before; hb emulation waa excited 
by the high expectations be conoeivfid bia pfNreats 
Hnist have formed upon biB euecess, ai^d jijjs ap?d«- 
ety to fulfil those expectations^ was a powehEul 
stimulus to his industry. In short, at the e^cpira* 
tion of two years, the master, with a candour 
as commendable as it was extraordinary/ de- 
clared his pupil had acquired bs much learning 
as he wffi& capable of teaching. The satisfacldon 
wfaiqh this iuformatioQ occasioned old SeidHle ^ucid 
his wi£r, ur^ed them to faiHier expen3e0, in ordeor 
to complete the education of their son for one 
of the learned professions, in which they con- 
sidered his fortune and reputation would be 
secured. He was placed at Eton for two yetoi, 
and from thence remoired to Oxford, where be 
was supported with a liberality that enahkd 
^m to associate with students of the iirst rank 

« 

in the university. Eustace, during the progresa 
of his studies, acquired a taste for learning and 
literature! which formed the sources of his prin^ 
cipal enjoyoiente. The encouragement giv^ to 
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such pursuits within the preciocts of a uni^er* 
^ty, rendered them still more dear and delight- 
ful to him ; the enthusiasm natural to a youth-' 
fel mind| was fostered and elevated by the per^ 
usal of tiiose works that formed a part of his 
daily employment: every hour produced new 
models for hb admirationi which increased hit 
knowledge, and augmented bis happiness. He 
had DO leisure for dissipated and extravagant 
company; the annual allowance he received frooi 
bis father, was always sufficient to answer his ex« 
penses ; while his economy enabled him to avcHd 
meanness^ aqd to maintain his dimity with tiiose 
who, although they bad more to spend, bad g6* 
oeraUy less to spare. 

The sacrifices which old Seville made to sup^ 
l^rt the expenses of his son's residence at thef 
ipiversity^ were carefully concealed from the 
youQg man himself. The great increase of value 
in sdl the necessaries of life, bad reduced the 
iocoBae with ivhich he quitted business, from 
inodei^ile aS^ence to a conned stipend. Alter 
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some time, he was obliged to encroach upon the 
principal of his fortune, to keep up the payments, 
which he had hitherto defrayed from the interest. 
Still he anticipated, with the fervour of parental 
affection, a period when he would be repaid for 
all his expenses and anxiety, by beholding his 
son in possession of those honours and riches 
he w^as perfectly convinced he must acquire. The 
time at length arrived, which proved the falla- 
cicyusness of these hopes. Tn a conversation be* 
ti/t^een the father and son during one of the col- 
lege vacations, the former was necessitated to 
mention the gradual reduction of his fortune by 
bis late encroachments on the capital, while the 
latter, equally astonished and grieved at the in- 
formation, was suddenly roused from dreams of 
trftnqtiil enjoyment, to animated exertions for 
independence. He determined no longer to^ be 
a burden to those, who, in aiding his happiness, 
had already deprived themselves of many com- 

• , , . 

forts, which their increasing age and infirmities 
rendered daily more necessary. It was the va- 
Ttous disappointments, fake promises, and coll) 



indiiference, which these efforts produced, that 
chilled the warm enthusiasm of youthful hope 
in the bosom of Eustace, and cast a gloom over 
the prospects of his parents. His first appli- 
cfttiqn was through a lett^ of introduction from 
one of the seniors of his college, to a man of 
high raiik and power, who held a situation of 
great trust and consequence undcyr the govern- 

V. 

I 

ment, and who was supposed to h^ve consider- 
able interest , with the leading members of ad- 
ministration. Eustace wfis advised to call upon 
this gentleman in London, and, after ^a regular 
attendance in his waitiqg-room during a certain 
part of the day for three weeks, he was one 
morning suddenly conducted to his presence, 
through the .error of a new footman, who mis- 
took him for a popular musician that was en- 
gaged to superintend a musical entertainment his 
master was to give the following evening. Young 
Seville was astonished and confused at the ques- 
tions which were put to him relative ta the se- 
lectioils and performers for the concert ; and the 
amsLteur, equally chagrined and angry that the 
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daims of humble merit should interfere urith the 
arrangements for his pleasures, dismissed the 
student with evident marks of" disapprobation 
and contempt, while be squeezed the hand of 
the Italian professor, who was announced at the 
same instant, and apologised for the few moments 
he had been detained through an unfortunate and 
cruel mistake. Abashed and irritated, Eustace 
returned to the country ; . but feelmgs df filial 
affection, and a consciousness of the propriety 
of his exertions, urged hivtk to renew them with 
additional ardom* and industry. By some he was 
received with fawning civility, l>y others, with 
msulting contempt. The former flattered, pro- 
mised, and deceived him; while the latter wound-^ 
ed Ms feelings, and excited his disgust. The expen-^ 
ses which he incurred by his residence in London, 
and the humiliating and distressing situations in 
which be was continually involved, at lengUi urged 
him to give up bis pursuits, and return to the <^oun- 
try, where he mi^t resolve upon other expedients 
more suitable to his inclinations, and less dero* 
gating to bis feelings^ During hb residence at 
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college, h6 had occasionally amused hims«lf b) 

composing a few short ^poems on various sub< 

jects; he was advised to collect and offer then 

for pubiicationt He again returned to town ele- 

vftt^d with new hopes, and sanguine in bis ex 

peetations of success ; but bis mortification anc 

disap|>ointment were extreme, when the book 

seller, to wbokn be presented bis little manuscript 

declared that it was by no means marketable 

that they ward already overstocked with such kin< 

of poetryi which wad ilever called for, but i^ 

Blamed on their hands a dead and unsaleabl 

cottmiodity. 

£u6tac^ like most other Authors, had suflS 
cient confidence in his own works, to render bin 
doubtful of those opinions which questicmed thei 
merits : after some consideration, he detenntne 
on an appeal to the public, by printing them i 
•hift own expense. This speculation procured hii 
a small sum of money, and, although the sal 
was not 80 rapid aa he expected, y^t it encoi 
raged him to make a SKond attempt, in which i 
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was more successfuL He now formed the reso^ 
liition of adopting the profession of an author, 
which seemed the only one ^ open for hb exer* 
tioos; his taste and acquirements rendered the 
i^pplic&tion it imposed neither irksome nor unplea<> 
sant, while the profits likely to result from 'it, 
promised a comfortable independence. Having 
made up his mind on a subject that for many 
mohths had occasioned him considerable utiea- 
sinessy he soon attained his usual serenity and 
cheerfulness. He fixed his abode - at the cot- 
tage of his parents^ in which a small apartment 
was given up for his convenience. His walks, 
his books, his social meals with those whom 
he loved, even the employment by which he 
procured bis subsistence, were, in their turns, 
pleasures of the most exquisite kind, and, by the 
succession in which they were enjoyed, became 
more desirable from change and variety. Thus 
passed those few years in the life of Eustace Se^ 
ville, that are considered as the prime of man^ 
hood. There were still some peculiar traits in 
his character, which, however trivial and minute 
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thejr might appear during this period of his ex-^ 

isteriee, were ultimately the causes of very pow- ^ 

«rful effects. The continual resources Which he 

fbund within himself *for amusement and pfea- 

sure,^ the domestic comforts that were always 

opened to him at intervals when they were re* 

quired^ left him nothing to wish for or expect 

from the ties of friendship or connexion, which 

are generally fornyed in social and busy life. He 

possessed too much pride to court or seek the 

society df those whose talents and pursuit!^ wefe 

similar to his own; while the company and con^ 

irersation of his humble neighbours £sdled either 

to interest or entertain him. His works were 

read tmd admired, but the obscurity of the author 

tVas a sufficient excuse for neglecting him. Men 

Are ashlimed of being pleased with they know: 

not whom. There were, however, certain teiix^ 

on .which he might have been admitted td tisi^ 

• ■. 

tdbles of persons, whose patronage would tuivo 

procured; him more distinction than any me- 
rits*^ he possessed ; but, ih this case, ht must 
have forfdted the independence of liis Qhcu^C'i 
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and e«pfieQ of bU b«t, bow«««r «ppofut« to 
Ihs ej^ioes, or rtvol^ fa bis prbfipj^f, 
T^tte MP^in«Bt|i Wire Mgr|«bad by ^ enibv" 
«MB nttural to Iw (diwraclw, {|i4 ftu^, 

to vode of living «nd tbo r9(imA(i« ^9«i«nf 

^bose pMaliar modos of ^id^Uig ^»t ^vmi^ 
(prise th« iMpinktiodt «f p«(^ gwiiw- Tfof 
auUioMi ofajeeta 9f patun^ tbfti crwtQ SMl^r 
iiittfesi Bor <<atight «& im» uncoltivaM Riini^ 
•seile av&l (»d trevabUag tidoilratipq i^ IMKU 
wlMb r^edta mi tb(> p9W4P i^y vl^c)) ttWQF IW* 
IKoduoed. Fat .renx^vod firote P<»9«s of gM«^ 

4 

and corrupt (he befut, liiu^toim «8<?^p«d ti^i«p<«r> 
lM»A which ara alwajrs <i<l0fiirq«s iq % vam 
and youthful ifBa|pp»Mon. Bu^ froiQ tbw f^ 
iAoBm, Itts fadings &e99W§ aaoFQ 99PS)|;^yi^ a|4 

iranutsiia to ^f^riim ip)pjr§(i^qf( Qopi^oM wiU) 
Us situatioB j hM a^tioni and \m pIsMyjs^A 

iftett eencieutratad in a &w pj^ts^ifiihich idr^ 
dared Aheir potsfifskm fMfe. de^f fi¥l yukt 
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able. His Kfe ha(l Mtherta hem $, calm scene 
ef uninterrapted happiness; he had esfMnrj- 
enced neither sorroiv mnr anxiety ; by avoid- 
ing the errors of juMnite life, he had escaped 
the panishment of juvenile indiscretions ; aad, bj 
biiving acquired a taste for the employMetits in 
#hieb he vf as engaged, his daily oecopatbna ht^ 
imme souirces of ddligbt apd |^atifioatioa» Uur 
i^soch^qireumstanees, he \iras \utB prepared te 
f ustqjn a depriration of ^city, than one inured 
td (Ksappoi^m^t and misfortone/ Those ^lir 
leaophical arguments which prove Ibe virtuft ead 
advantage of fortitude under sufering^ were e^ 
dcNibt wfiU koott^n by him ; yet, imther the eoa^ 
vicdon of thidr t^i^th, nor the eqnseiottsneas of their 
tvoFth, were capable ci alleviating Us diftrAis it 
the hour of ealaoiity. Hb parents died toAdMly 
ivitlnn a weeii: of each other^ and he at eocQ ioomd 
liimkdf forlorn, deserted, and aldne. Dedng 
the first few days of his aflUetien^ his Miental 
£u»Uses eeemed benumbed by the agimisiog -leu* 
tations that overwhelmed bim« He sat JM hit 
uiual i^aee, and gued on ike seats tvhiioh faad 

K 8 
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«o recently been occupied by his beloved com* 
pwioQS ; at intervals he fancied he heard the 
tones of their voice, and while his bursting eyes 
ivere fixed on vjacancy, their forms were pre- 
sented to his bewildered imagination embodied 
in all the viyid colouring of reality. In his fe- 
verish dreams he again beheld them ; conceived 
himself surrounded by his former comforts, and 
awoke only to feel, with increased poignancy, 
a consciousness of the delusion. During the 
interval between the death and burial of his pa- 
rents, his solitude, received no relief from visits 
of friendly condolence : he was not on terms 
of sujfficient intimacy with a single being, to pro* 
duce those soothing sounds of sympathy and con^^ 
solation, which can only be administered by those 
who love us. He was known and* respected 
among' his neighbours ; his civility had called 
forth their esteem, his abilities t^eir admiration ; 
but neither esteem nor admiration are capable 
of producing that tender regard, that acute sea-t^ 
sibilify, which, is only to be derived from ties ot 
kindred affisction, or close-cemented friendship.. 



He attended the funeral with an apparent degree 
of composure that astonished the surrounding 
persons. He shed no tears, nor uttered any 
groans; he returned to his cottage, sat down to 
fais supper alone, and attempted to partake of 
it. He listened for the usual voice which in- 
Tite'd him to eat, but al^ was gloomy and com- 
fortless. A cold convulsive trembling seized 
his limbs ; he seemed deprived of utterance^ 
while his hysteric sobs alarmed the servant^ 
who found him extended insensible on the floor. 
He was put to bed, and medical advice imme* 
diately procured ; but, by the directions of the 
village-apothecary who attended, he was neither 
disturbed to receive medicine, nor answer unper 
cessary inquiries. Several of the neighbours who 
witnessed this mode of treatment, made up their 
minds as to the apothecary's ignorance of the 
Cftse. A man of great practice, from a large 
town about twelve miles distant, was called in j 
h^. felt bid pulse, asked a few questions, shook 
Ms head, and received his fee. The wretched 
cofferer lay extended on his bed, feebki ener* 
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tftted^ fttid ftcarcdly sensible of his existefic^j but 
at tfaoBe fnomeiits ^htn be was aftsftiled by tht^ 
unfeeling voices of his iittendants* A distant i^^- 
btive, U'bodi he had nevef teen since his child^ 
lieod, was sent for firom London. The character 
of this man was of a description, that had pre^ 
Vented the parents of Eustace from maintaining 
Imy mthnacy or connexion with hitn. He im- 
mediately aSsuined th<l direction of the tonternB^ 
and encouraged the alarm of the atteDd«:iti, 
respecting the insanity of their padent He 
proposed a stralt-waistcoati engaged a keeper 
frbm a private tnad-honse^ and, at length, Suc- 
ceeded in dragging him from his home^ and plac- 
ing him in one of those wretched reeeptaeles ft)r 
lunatics^ where t£ie malady of the unfortunate 
victims is inerellsed by the barbarous treattli^M; 
of thdr feroeioua and cruel jail^S. Hefe^ iii a 
email gloomy room^ barric^aded with the strength 
of a prison^ and depiived of every oomi^ m4 
(Convenience^ was confined, tiie onee hap{)y 9^ 
tille. Agony and despair pfodueed tHose rat>- 
ings of deUrium^ which seemed to iwiii fiMia 



«)teiis« tbt th« ««veHty 6f hii ttetttomt. Hm 

tt^eessary «kp<niSiift 6lt€fi«Uhg hit impriipntqciit^ 
K^ere defhiy6d by tHe .Wt«I«h' lvl« iiMt otfoaioMd 
it, while he appfbpi^ted th« Jtfr^ak cf ifa^ K^ 

fofttine he had ak^A \o his o#o um and plM* 
fiUrCd. A very {tin yikti mtn stfVdimt fof Mn 
to dissipate thh pt-op»rty ^ bU ftlfcyfliitamtM M* 
^iii« etnbatfa&sed, &ad, irith & vi@w ^ rdvleVteg 
thedj, he edmmitted ttltnm that t>b%Ni hiid 19 

tbandob bis eoutttry tot «ver. 96nMs ^Bmtf 
^as the Cbnseqttehed of thisd evefftti ,^ ^ pMM 

pHetor of the house M whith ht wm i^Miti^ 
conceiving there was tid prob&t^fi^ ^f Ncdf ifl| 
any farther etttCilQifieat fi-oth Mi t»aiMiM^ 
Abd&tnA he Was petfictlp tttmtrei, and tbi«# 

blffi tig&in 06 thfr wdfld. He bid be«n « ^ 
sofler tefi ye^rs ,' tiie energies of bis tnidl w«f« 
iki6§t desfr(^dd by ttietitdi iui^lfig, iM bfl 
tk>dy was ^e&lcetied and debilitated f^ wtini cf 
the cdffifbrt^ he had fofaiei'ly eajoyed. N«!l 
ft dtegle kquiiy had beeti m&d^ nfter biaii 
Diere was fi0t it being m earth ^sStelenfly ifr* 
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terested in bis fate, either to be anxious for bis 
# happiness or even to care for his existence. He 
bad been deprived of books and society, and al* 
lowed but litU6 exercise. Even the use of pen 
aiid ink had been cruelly denied him, while he 
hf^d cautiously concealed a pencil which was in 
Us possession when brought to the bouse, and 
watched its gradual decrease with agonising re- 
gret ; With this, he would sometimes amus^ 
hiissclf for short intervals, by expressing his 
tbougbts on a few blank leaves of bis pocket* 
1b0pk;:but his n>ind was seldom in a state to 
a^mit of ^ch relief, and never su^iently com-' 
posed to continue it for any considerable length 
of time. He passed many hours of the night iq 
stedfastly gazang on the pale rays from his lampf 
wMe his brain was busily employed io reflections , 
0Q( past scenes, that augmented his suffering, 
find increased his despair/ On his release, ^ 
]^w gu^leas were presented to him^ as the cha-^ 
nt$ble subscriptipn of tbe servants who belonged 
t© (te bouw io whipb he had been cpnfined, 



added to the donations of some pereoos in the 
neighbourhood, whose sympd^tby had been exr 
cited by a relation of the circumstances under 
wbrch he was discharged. With this sum he 
took leave of his prison at an early hour one 
morning in the month of August, The sensaUons 
he experienced when he once more l^reathed the 
fresh air, in the possession of that liberty he so 
dearly loved, and had so long lost, were such as 
for some time to bewilder his ideas, and reader him 
almost insensible of his actions. He climbed an 
eminence but a short distance from the place he 
bad quitted^ and, prostrate on the earth, gaze^ 
with a phrensied eye on the rising sun. His 
figure accorded with the scenery that surround- 
ed him. It was an extended heath, broken and 
unequal; in parts, covered with thick brushr 
wood, and gradually rising on gne side to a con* 
siderable height, while, on the oUier, it formed 

• * 

a rugged and almost perpendicular declivity to an 
adjoining valley. Here, a few scattered cott^es, 
wUh small plats of cultivated land that reached 
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ttldidM to the. foot of f he pred^nte, trer6 cneir^ 
ded by tieM fenced, and sheltered by th6 awfoi 
hrort of the mountnin, which liung with frowtidng 
gfartdear oyer-^heif lowly roofe. At a tOnsidef- 
able distance, the various tltits of ripening corn, 
1i*re contrasted with the verdure of th6 meftdow- 
\tAd, and intersected by ^mall villages, scarcely 
perceptible but from the shadowed spaces on 
Which they stood, or by the elevation of an hufli- 
bte spire. The sun, ai it majestically fOiSe ^bovfi 
tile line of the horizon, suddenly enlivened the 
creation with his w^rm and cheering beams; 

all nature seemed animated and rejoiced; everjf 
object partook of his splendour, from thk arched 
Armament of heaven, to the spangled dew-drop 
on the mdrnirig flower. Seville had approached 

near the edge of the preciiJice ; the sensations 

lie fejfperienced from the scene that Surrobnded 
him Were various and acute, ^tultation, de- 
light, and rapture, in once more being able to 

gaze On the Open face of nature, were mingled 
tilth the enthusiasm/ which a sight of such 6b- 
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jeets bad fbfiiierly ksphied, WMk bis joy was 
ffioderated by fedmgs of pensiv6 itielaiicboiy^ 
ft^tn tb^ recoUe^OQ ef bappmess fotmsiiy cw 

His feelings wer^ too potvedul for bis streaglh | 
ki6 ideas beeanle dark tnd cmfateA, Hii 4ye» 
trete stUt fix^ oil tb6 sun^ l^ut fad ftaW it hi^ 
whib bis bead sunb (M the «ai^tb. At tbia aqp^ 
ttt^nti tbe wafblkig cif ft i^M tbmab tbm via 

p^rcbed on the tangled bfacicbei^ of i^ bliidKf4botii| 
syddMly struck iipotl bis ear^ Tha fiotea wan 
ftoiilicir td bi&ft; bd bitd M6^ jiossefisfed a fa?oor«- 
ite bird of this Species, that ^M Usually placeA 
m &^ oiittide of bis dbatiiber-wihdow^ aftd 
l^bese song wai the sigdal fof bis riiidg^ The 
faHotis assoeiatioi^s l^bi^b tbid impression pm^ 
^iii^ed ill bis thinA^ were of a fiature to &^ 
dte &ie ttfmt f/ehAtt and lively ettio^ds : be list- 
ened #ifb breatbtess attehtiob, wMle his thoughtft 
ti^ere ediployedi oh pust icem^ coifitiei^tdd with 

* 

^e sduttdfl thM hftd brought them tt> his itntt- 
gittatidflj ^ 
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The tears, which at this momert trickled down 
bis faded cheeks, were the first he had shed for 
many months; he wept even ivitli violence. The^ 
notes of the single bird were now joined by many 
others; the chorus was full and animating: the 
sun shone powerfully on the part where he rested, 
and its beams were reflected with dazzling lustre 
from the cottage casements in the valley. The 
few sheep and cattle which grazed in the adjoin- 
ing meadows were in motion, and a part of the 
inhabitants had already quitted their homes, and 
were proceeding tq their daily labour. From this 
period, bis mind became more composed, and be 
began to arrange bis thoughts with some^ degree 
of precision. It was requisite he should adopt 
plans tor the future; and, during the remainder 
of the day, be was engaged in their considera- 
tion. The following morning, be took the road 
which led to bis paternal cottage, and arrived 
there at » a late hour in the evening. The little 
parlour in tbie front part gf the building was il^ 
lumined by a cheerful fire» Seville rented against 
a stone on the opposite side of the road, and 



gazed with pensive earnestness on his once happy 
home. He experienced the most powerful emc* 
tions ; tears gushed from his eyes, yet he strug- 
gled to command his feelings. He determined 
to make some inquiries of those who inhabited 
it, but he trembled violently as he approached 
the door, while his hand was scarcely capalJe 
of lifting up the well-known latch. He was in- 
vited by a little girl, about six years old, fo walk 
m ; her fether rented the dwelling, and Seville 
recollected him as a neighbour, who had former- 
ly occupied the adjoining house. This man, al- 
though never admitted on terms of intimacy with 
the family, had^been indebted to them for sonie 
friendly offices, in which young Seville had takea 
an active part. It was many minutes before ho 
recognised his visitor; his obligations to him, 
liowever, were not forgotten ; he seated him by 
the fire, balled upon his wife to, prepare him re- 
freshment, and insisted on his sleeping in the 
room he had formerly occupied. Seville would 
kin have declined his hospitality; every object 
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tfifi( he behald) so forcibly remioded him of the 
ptsty that he became incapable of tboie reflect 
tipns which he had before aummoDed to hi? aid; 
After a little time, however^ he suffideotly re*' 
ccMrered to ask several questions of hb bcn^, aod 
to Ibten to his answers with tolecaMe composure* 
Froni this man he jiaderstood, that thQ writing* 
which coBteined the title to the cottage, bad 
never been in the possession of his perfidims 
lelative, who had there&re been unable to diappse 
of it in any other \vay than as a tenancy at will, 
and on such terms the present occupier rented H^ 
Seville recollected the place where the writings, 
with sevei^al other papers, bad been pre^rv^d. 
They were deposited m a uob\\ iron chesty and 
placed within a doset formed by a recess In oni 
Qf the chamber;, whieh w;^s concealed from ob^ 
servation by the dopr exactly corresponding witii 
the wainscoting of the room. He imm^iately 
proceeded to the spot, attended by his ho^t, and^ 
in a few minutes, possessed the deeds that se-> 
eur^ to turn this pa;t of the Httle property be- 



fi 



tbn folb^wiug daji to CJotwqU with w uttarotisf 
vthsi \mi m tbe t41hg9 ; with hk ^%\fitm6% e^ 
«i todknia pmcMi in hw^ h^ r^^v«r64 «, m^tt 

a*llii of iiAoiif^y, whi(:h h» siiqk ip 4n ww^uky for 
Ufk lykf Tba Anpulty, &dd«d to tkm r?Pt»} «f 
bl» eottug^ produced bim an 9,niiwd mwm of 
Qbout ft bw4f^ pomidfii. For woia y^iMTs^ be 
OMUHiopfJly Md^d a tr^ to thi^ stipi^nd) by tim 
qMml pr oduQtiofifi of hi^ p<^ ; wch profiUi bow**' 
qwr, w^pe vqry uacertnin, wd vary small ; »e«* 
(91 Sf^qriPg, ^nd loog cpnjIin^inftQti bad pi^ 
4u((^ 9. nervous ^fifectipa wd d<^biliiy wbiob n«ft- 
tfrially r«dMwd tbe ppw^r? of his mipd. Having 
foiled io wriy life, to fom those ooqqexions w4 

^ie^dshipa wbi(:h *ro oftw thq only wurceis of 
e^went during tbe depliqipg pwt of it, h? 
44tt^r$d himself, th^ continual ch^fig^ of sc($no 

i»4 ol^jects would relieve the oppression be still 

felt at his heart. His hopes ^ere vda ^d il- 
lusive; it is true, he possessed genius and feel- 

ipp th<it i^dt«d cHrioaity, mi readejr«d'novel- 
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ty gratifying; but he wanted the comforts of a 
home ; he languished for that calm domestic se- 
renity which is only to be derived in the bosom 
of a beloved family, or from a social intercourse 
with the friends of our youth. Seville had pasS" 
ed the period in existence when such attachments 
are commenced with warmth, and matured with 
success ; neither his taste nor habits had inclined 
him to cultivate them, and now arrived at years 
when they are most required and best enjoyed, 
he found himself alone^ detached and separated 
from ties that are a blessing to individuals, 
and an honour to the creation « He had long 
since been incapable of literary pursuits; the 
little addition they had formerly produced to his 
small income had been expended on the extras 
which are required in ill health, while his annui- 
ty was insufficient to procure him comforts that 
became daily more necessary for Kis increasing 
age and infirmities. 

Earlvin was much affected by the poor poet*a 
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relation of the above events ; it appealed power- 
fully to his feelings, and excited a degi'ee of in- 
terest for the narrator he had seldom experienced. 
He would gladly have made him a pecuniary prer 
sent, but was fearful of offending or distressing 
him. At length he obtained the old man!s pro- 
mise to visit him in I^ondon, and, for this pur- 
pose, he gave him his' address at the hotel where 
he usually resided when in town. These arrange- 
ments' being made, Seville took his leave, and 
Earlvin retired to his chamber. He was for 
some time deprived of sleep by the reflections 
this interview occasioned. In considering the 
ibrlorn and destitute situation of poor Seville, 
he instantly became impressed with a* consci- 
ousness of the many blessings he himself pos- 
sessed. He was in the prime of youth, enjoy- 
«d good health, had an affluent fortune, and a 
"beloved family. What more was requisite to 
constitute his felicity ? Yet he nourished with- 
in his bosom a fatal, passion which gradually 
uindermined his happiness, and reduced him to 
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a level \irith the most miserable. These con- 
siderations called forth his gratitude for the 
past, and produced many resolutions for the 
future. 



\ 
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CHAPTER VI. 



A FASHIONABLE ROUT; WITH SLIGHT SKETCHES 

OF A FEW OF THE GUESTS. 



Earlvin and his family arrived in London on 
the evening of the following day. Mr. Osmond 
received them at the hotel which bad been up* 
pointed for their meeting, and welcomed them 
with a satisfaction and good-humour very dif- 
ferent from his general mode of behaviour. He 
had already pfovided a house for their reception, 
and gave them an invitation to his own. He 
appeared in unusual spirits^ talked of his ward 
with much tenderness, and observed, that he 
should probably remain iii London some time, 
in order that she might partake of its amuse- 
ments. He mentioned several old acquaint- 
ances whom he had discovered, but more par* 

o 2 
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ticularly a new one who had lately arrived from 
the West Indies; with strong recommendations 
to his friendship. Osmond's account of the qua- 
lifications of this gentleman^ indicated a strong 
prepossession in his favour, and both Earlvin and 
his wife formed some conjectures on the pro- 
bability of an alliance taking place between the 
young stranger and his ward. He promised to 
breakfast with them the following morning, and 
conduct them to their new dwelling ; but politely 
refused Mrs. IJarlvin's request,' that Caroline 
faiight accompany him. 

Felix and his wife were extremely well pleased 
with the residence he had provided, and rem_ovpd 
to it immediately. Osmond engaged them for 
the evening to an entertainment he intended to 
give at his own house, for, the purpose of intror 
ducing his ward and hi$ young friend (the West 
Indian) to some of his London acquaintance. 

Although they had anticipated a change in his 
style of living, from his conversation since his 
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arrival in town, yet they were much surprised at 
the elegance of the house and number of do- 
mestics he had engaged; and were still more 
astonished, when/ instead of a select party which, 
they had expected to meet, they. were conducted 
ihto a suite of drawing*rooms,^ splendidly illumi-. 

iiated, and crowded with company. 

ft 
» . . . • 

Mr. Osmond received them with great civility, 

and immediately led them to one of the apart-r 

ments in which Caroline Almond was seated be- 

jtwisen two gentlemen, one of whom he introduced 

as the West Indian. 

— » 

- Caroline welcomed Mrs. Earlvin with a joy 

which suddenly animated her countenance with 

^expressions of delight aqd satisfaction. Each of 

the gentlemen who were next to her offered 

their seats ; Mrs. Earlvin accepted that on her 

-left hand, ; and the West Indian immediately re- 

\sumed his place. The person of this young man 

was tall and commanding ; his complexion, though 

^ery dark, was tinged with a fine florid colour, 
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and his eyes possessed a brilliancy which ren- 
dered his face extremely interesting. As there 
were no seats vacant neai* the part where they 
stood. Osmond and Earlvin sauntered to another 

4 

room, and, after some little time, were sepa- 
n^ed by. the increasing number of visitors which 
continued to be anpounced« The latter amused 
himself for some time with observing the various 
groups tiaat surrounded hioi^ while be reflected 
eti the afasurdky of a fashion^ by which tbe ge* 
nerous comforts of old £ng&h hospitality are 
sttcriiiced for tike insipidity of a modem rout; 
where the visitors and the visited ane equally 
strangers to each other, and where eflFeminate man- 
oecs and vicious habits are veiled under the spe- 
cious epithets df good breeding and gented society. 
Nefither years nor circumstances seemed capt^ble 
of limiting the guests. Women, whom a^ should 
Imve Tendered prudent, and whose daughters re- 
quired examples of modesty, w4BPe most notori- 
^GM for their levity, and least <)elicate in their 
conduct. Girls of sixteen, and tbek grandmo- 
A<&rs of sixiy, were rouged with the same tsfits, 
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and made up m^ the same ornaments : on one^ 
they destroyed the bloom of youthful beauty, and 
disfigured what nature had intended to be love- 
ly; in the other, they patched up the wrinkles 
of age and dissipation^ and rendered disgust- 
ipg^ what time and virtue would have made re^ 
spectable. Earlvin was interrupted in his reverie 
on this subject by a conversation which suddenly 
seized his attention. 

'^ She is a cursed fine woman !" exclaimed a 
tall lean figure m a dressed suit of silk and silver; 
^^ may I perish, if she is not the most detectal)l€ 
creature in the room !" 

*^ Your grace; must certainly have seen her 
before,'' answered a deeper little gentleman, who 
was necessitated to walk on tip-toe that he might 
have the honour* of touching bis grace's arm; 
/^ she was a daughter of Roseville's, whom we 
allknew.'^ 

^ indeed!'' lisped the noble guest; ^^ and 
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how the devil happens it she has been so long 
in shade ?' 



/ ■• 1 ,-.,,, 



'*^ She is married," exclaimed the little man; 

" and that accounts for it— He ! he! he!" 

• «•■> ■ . ' ' 

** But what accounts for her again breaking 
forth in such lustre?" asked his grace. 

" Her^husband has trusted her from his el- 
bow," answered the facetious gentleman; ^* there- 
f^n'e; she has escaj)ed from the shadow which 
eclipsed her.— He ! he ! he r* 

However contemptible the parties who were 
engaged in this t^te-^4^te might appear to Earl- 
vin, yet it in some degree disconcerted him, and 
he' involuntarily returned to the apartment in 
which he had left his wife. She was still in the 
same place, but completely encircled by a party 
of gentlemen, who were evidently collefcted there 
for an opportunity of conversing either with her 
or her friend. In the midst of them was the 
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nobleman whom Earlvin met at the inn on the 

first night of their journey ; he was leaning on the 

back of Mrs. Earlvin's chair, and gazing on those 

-who surrounded him with a most unmeaning stare 

of stupidity. The West Indian had changed his 

seat, and was now stationed between Caroline 

and Mrs. Earlvin. He appeared full of vivacity, 

cind engrossed the attention of the whole party^ 

IFelix was restless and unhappy; he moved from 

<Dne part to another, but was unable to break 

the phalanx which opposed him. He watched 

very change of his wife's countenance, yet could 

race in it nothing but satisfaction and good- 

Jnumour. 

" It is such scenes as these," whispered Earl- 
"vin, to himself with fretful petulance, " that often 
Klestroy domestic comforts, and undermine the 
happiness of years. It is thus the wary seducer 
^ allowed the opportunity of practising his insidi^ 
ous arts, and becomes privileged by fashionable 
freedom to talk and act in a manner, which, if 
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oace toleri^ed by a female auditor, is a sufficient 
iiucoiuagement to every other liberty." 

lie threw himself on the nearest chair, with 
his eyes sullenly fixed on the group that occa- 
nioned bis vexation. He had remained but a few 
minutes in this situation, when he was suddenly 
accosted by a remarkable prim little man in black, 
who had just taken a place at a whist-table close 
to his elbow, and who, while the two lean fe- 
males, with whom he was going to engage, were 
employed in settling the terms of their play, 
took the opportunity of addressing himself to 
Earlvin. 

^^ The rooms are uncommonly warm, sir,'' 
said he, while he drew up his long pale face inta 
a grin of simpering civility, and folded his hands 
over each other in a manner that generally in- 
dicates a great degree of comfort and satisfaction. 
** Excuse my freedom, sir, but I presume I have 
the honour to address Mir. Earlvin of Monmouth- 
»hire." 
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Ear I vin bowed, but was silent. 

V 

" Exactly so; pdrfectlycoiTect, I perceive: 
I had once the happiness, sir, to be introduced 

to you, at a meetiiig of the ' freeholders of that 

county." 

" I beg your pardon," replied Felix; " I 
resdly did not, at the xoovoeoX^ recollect." 

** Not at all to be wondertd at, sir," counts- 
nued the little man ; ^^ all bustle and confusion at 
that time: I was alincKt squeezed to a mummy 
myself biefore it was orer. Excuse my freedom^ 
wfll you jom us nt this table?— The two Miss 
Shanks and myself." 

*^ Sir," reptfed Earlyio, ^^ I am imich obliged 
% yoor oScr, bat it is not my intentitm to play 
this evening." 

^' Here is papa; he wffl joan us, I am sure," 
9qQcaloed om lof liie females ' to a fat squabby 
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figure who was approaching the table panting for 
breathy and evidently heated much above his 
usual temperature. 



' r 



" I will join nobody till I am cooler/' he 
muttered; ^^ these rooms swelter me to death. 

A ihan might as well exist in an oven.'' 

■'....• , . • . 

** Lord, sir," cried the other lady, " what a 
' horrid idea ! Come, Mr. Parrot, we positively 

must cut in papa." 

> . . . 

An altercation now ensued between the fethef 
and daughters respecting his being cut in or left 
out, in which Mr. Parrot did not seem much in- 
clined to take a part, but, leaning over the back 
of his chair, continued his conversation with Earl- 
vin. He appeared to be acquainted with most of 
thecompany present, and his descriptions were 
amusing. 

"You observe, sir," said he, ^''that elderly 
nian with a dark scratch-wig and light-coloured 
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coat ; he was marriecl about si^ months ago ta 
the young creature who sits next to him. She was . 
a blooming farmer's daughter in Yorkshire, and 
he a rich gouty banker of London. .They met at 
a ball during the time of the assizes,, when the 
young lady, in tripping down one of the df^nces, 
stumbled over the old gentleman's diseased toes, 
and appeared so lovely during her confusion and 
apology, that the banker, on the next mornings 
discovered his heart was wounded instead of his 
feet: he made a tender of his affections . before 
night, and married the lady in less t^an a 
month." > 

. • ' • ; * 

. . • ■ . .... I 

\ " It was a fortunate slip, I presume, sir, for 
the young lady," observed Earlvin, drily. i 

" Excuse me, -'sir/' answered Mr. Parfot; 
'^ not exactly so, I believe: by habits and educa- 
tion she was calculated to make a good wife for 
an industrious tradesman ; - but, when ambition 
urged her to sacrifice her youth to age and in- 
firmity, her character underwent a complete re- 
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irolution. The affluence she so suddeitfy possess** . 
ed was dearly purchased, and her anxiety to 
cbake the most of its enjoyments, has plunged her 
into scenes of gaiety and dissipation, which will 
probably destroy her health, and corrupt her 
heart." 

" This man," thought Earlvin, '^ is not the 
superficial coxcomb I supposed him." 

'^ Like ipost persons, sir," continued the orar* 
tor, ** under similar circumstances, the lady's 
expences and pleasures are always in the ex- 
treme ; it is her pride to dress finer, play deeper, 
land visit more, than those who claim an hereditary 
right to such luxuries. The fortune which her 
husband, in part,- acquired from the drudgery of 
bis first wife, is wasted in prodigal profusion by 
his second ; the prime part of his existence has 
been consumed in laborious exertions and pe- 
nurious privations; and now, instead of the re- 
pose and comforts so requisite for his age and 
infirmities, he is harassed with tormenting suspl- 
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cionf of bis wife'a fidelity, and follows her through 
every . scene of gaiety and folly, to watch her 
conduct, and, if possible, preserve his own hO'p 
nour. 






*^ Woeful examples," exclaimed Earlvin, " of 
foolish levity in an old man, «and vicious ambition 
in a young woman !" 

" Exactly so, perfectly correct," said Mr. 
Fan-ot ; " excuse my freedom ; but on the op- 
posite side, is a group still more worthy of at- 
tention. Do you perceive those three ladies 
dressed exactly alike, who are talking to the lusty 
good-looking clergyman at the farther card-table ?" 

"Sir," answered Earlvin," I perceive the 
three young ladies you mention, but I see no 
clergyman." 

" Ha ! ha ! That^s very wdl, upon my ho- 
tiour^" replied the little man, " but not exactly 
correct ; the backs of those ladies are certainly 
precisely the same; every fold in theif drapery 



20S TALES OF THE PASSIONS. 

is as similar as possible ; but were you to see 
their faces, you would discover a very material 
difference. Two of them are certainly young, 
but the third is their mother. The person with 
whom they are conversing might doubtless be 
taken for any thing but a parsdh, yet be possesses 
an excellent living; and if there is nothing cleri- 
cal in his own appearance and conduct, he has 
appointed a curate who is unexceptionable in 
both. The old lady, sir, is a woman of quality, 
who was neither handsome by nature nor rich by 
inheritance; yet she firmly resolved nevet to dis- 
grace her ancestry by a plebeian connexion, and 
therefore married an e^rl without a rent-roll. If 
her husband had not the fortune of a peer, he 
ceftainly possessed principles which many peers 
want. He contrived to support his family on a 
small income without injuring his trades-people, 
and denied himself many of the external oma- 
, ments of His rank, that he might maintain the 
more essential parts of it. His death, unfbrtu- 
nately^ placed his daughters entirely under the 
managemjent and controul of their mother, a 
woman with strong pride and a weak understand* 
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ing. tn the ^u cation of her three girls, she has 
pursued a system of speculation too often adopted 
in various degrees of life j she expended the little 
property which the care and frugality of her hus* 
band enabled hini to leave for their support/ in 
absurd and superficial accomplishments, that.have 
not only deprived them of more useful knowledge^ 

but produced a taste for extravagance they have 

« 

not the nieans to support, and a disgust for those 
duties and pursuits which are alone calculated to 
render their poverty respectable." 

" You mentioned three daughters," said 
Earivin^ "I perceive but two." 

** Exactly so," cried the orator j " the third, 
my good jsir, has proved a fatal example of the 
erroneous system under which she was educated. 
Cultivated only in those ornamental parts of fe- 
male learning which she had neither fortune to 
support nor opportunity to display; destitute of 
every acquirement which would have rendered 
h&rj8L desirable wife for a respectable tradesman, 

p 
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Or a private gentleman; lovdy in her persbfi^ 
but bold and assuming in her manners ; deprited 
of those luxuries at home which she should never 
have partaken of abroad, galled with a conscious^ 
nes8 of poverty, yet too indolent and proud to be^ 
come independent by her own industry, it is not 
surprising that she should fall a prey to the Uceli^ 
tious. A certain nobleman of large property, 
high rank, and dissipated character, under the 
mask of serious ^ addresses, aided by the folly and 
imprudence of her mother, seduced her from her 
home, and, after a few months, abandoned her 
with a small annuity, which waa not sufiicient to 
discharge the debts she had contracted. Her ne- 
cessities, and her disgrace, urged her to a farther 

* • ^ 

progress in vice, and she has now degenerated to 
the mistress of a celebrated gambler, who places 
her at his fable as e bait for his visitors, and aU 
lows her to dispense her favours among hk 
guests, while he shares in the profits which wt 
derived from them." - 

• • ■ \ ■ 

« Methinkf/' said Earlvin, ^ that iht dtr* 



gytnan widi "whom tbey are so closely engaged ia 
' eoRversationy and who appears on friendly terms 
iPitii thecn, might ha?e had sufficient influence 
wkh the mother to have made her sensible of her 
errors, or have been enabled, by his advice, to 
liave preserved her children from their dreadful 
4d9fects." 

*' Excuse my freedom,"* answered Mr. Par- 
:T0t, " but that observation is not exactly correct; 
I have npt yet made you acquainted with the 
character of that clergyman. He is chaplain to 
the very rioUeman who seduced the eldest daugh^ 
ter; h^ acted, as his patron's agent in the busi* 
ness relative to the separation and annuity/' — - 
^* SkP' intm*upted Earivin, with a warmtli 
wbich flushed his cheeks and astonished the ora^ 
tor, '^ both my habits and education' have tended 
la excite ia me strong interest for a body of 
men, wlK>se siUnned profession, and awful respon*^ 
sibility, should preserve them from detraction, 
and secure them even from iniilicious insinu-i 
ationsr 
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" That may be very true> sir/' returned Mn 
Parrot, who seemed somewhat discom'posed and 
offended at the rebuke, '^ but you must allow me 
to observe^ that no profession or situation, how- 
ever high or respectable, should screen a vicious 
individual from just and merited censure/' 

It is probable Mn Parrot would not have 
uttered this sentence, bad not the warmth of 
bis temper, in somfe degree, overcome his pru- 
dence ; he was now obliged to continue the con- 
versation, that he misht bear out the assertions he 
bad so incautiously made. Fortunately the two 
ladies, with whom he had been going to engage 
at the, card-table> offended at bis neglect, bad 
suddenly withdrawn with their fat papa to anr- 
Other part of the room. Mr. Parrot, therefore, 
ipoved bis chair still nearer to Earlvip, and pro- 
ceeded with bis description in an under-tone'of 
voice. 

^' You must know, sif," he continued, '* that 
ckrgyman was a fellow-collegian with the nobl«- 
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man whom 1 have just mentioned Placed at 
the university by parents who were unable to 
support the expences of such an arrangement ; 
gay, dissipated, and extravagant, he soon disco- 
vered, that either his pleasures must be forfeited, 
or other resources procured to maintain them; 
He hesitated on this point font a short time; he 
was incapable of subduing his propensities, but he 
£ad. sufficient art and ability to gratify them, in 
private. He contrived to associate with the de- 
praved, to dupe the unwary, and follow his own 
fnclinations, without being expelled from his coir 
lege, or marked as the worst character which be- 
longed to it. Similarity of tastes and pursuits 
cemented a close intimacy between him and a 
young nobleman, whose guardians (in conformity 
to the will which nominated them) had placed 
him at the different seminaries it .specified, with- 
out troubling themselves as to the improvements 
he made in his education, or the conncxioh^ he 
formed during the progress of it. In their ar- 
tangements for his travels, which concluded their 
trust, they very readily acquiesced to bis choosing 
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for himself a tutor and compantoiu Tbey were 
too indolent to make any inquiries as to the charae- 
ter of the person he had selected, and were too 
polite to have objected to him, even if they had 
Jcnown his demerits. To give, however, a stamp 
of gravity and decorum to his name, and enable 
him to come to some settlement with his cre- 
ditors, he was presented by his patron with a liv* 
ing worth several hundreds per annum, a seventh 
part of which was allowed to a worthy curata 
with a large family, for performing the whole of 
the duty, and the remainder appropriated for the 
payment of those persons, who had taken the 1>* 
berty to detain the tutor even at the moment he 
was leaving England. They remained abroad 
three years, and were partakers in every luxury 

and vice which were offered by the places they vi- 

» 

sited. ThQ tutor provided pleasures, and the pupil 
paid for tlaem. Their interests were reciprocal ; 
ope had taste and invention, the other money. 
On their return to England, however^ some few 
alterations in their proceedings were considered 
necessary, and mutqally approved and agreed to 
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hy \H)ih imrties. ^e high rank of the iioblt 
Iqrd, md the dependent situation of his totort 
rendered a pabiip display of the intimacy and 
close friendship they had formerly maintained im- 
possible. But there were many points in which 
they Tverie capable of being useful to each other: 
the noble lord had great patronage to bestow, and 
the tutor many opportunities to oblige. There 
in; vs^rknfs concerns in which a great man wants 
s^ little friend ; his lordship detests forms/ explanao* 
tkms, and settlements; and the doctor has taken all 
isuch business into his own hands ; he has con^ 
derable employment, but his profits are equal to 
his exert^cms. It is from these resources, added 
to the emdumi^nts of his rectorship, that he b 
inabled to live in elegance and splendour; while 
his poor curatei who possesses all the yjurtue 
and piety that should distbgui^ a parish-priest^ 
whose duties are performed^ with zeal wd ao- 
tivity, and who illustrates by his actions, what he 
recommends in his pulpit, is obliged to support a 
wife and six children on a sum, which Ls inade- 
quate to procure them the necessaries of exr 
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istence. To screen such persons," continued Mr, 

■ 

Parrot, '^from public notice, or stifle those feelingi 
of disgust which their actions must excite, is, m 
toy humble opinion, neither serviceable to the 
profession they disgrace, nor calculated to mainr 
tain the dignity of ap order they so unwarrant- 
ably assume.^ 

Earlvin was on the point of replying to this 
observation, when Mr. Osmond interrupted hhn, 
by raillery on his absence from the ladies ; and 
l^e OTator immediately disappeared. 

*^ I have been somewhat entertained,'^ said 
« 

^dix, " by the person who has just quitted me : 
he possesses great voli^bility, and has giveh n»e 
'descriptions of «ome of your' guests, which, al* 
though I cannot vouch for their . being correct 
portraits, may certainly be allowed * to pass m 
general resemblances/^ 

*^ And as artists," answered Osmond, '* ar^ 
^Idom happy or faithM in taking their own like- 
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ness, I will, in a few words, give you a sketch of 
Mr. Parrot. He was born in a distant county 
of England; his parents were poor, honest, and 
industrious : they laboured hard, and deprived 
themselves of many necessary comforts, to be* 
6tow on their son the first rodiments of a plain 
education. An attorney in the neighbourhood' of 
the village where they resided, offered to take him 
in his office ; a proposal joyfi^Uy received by the 
parents, and gladly accepted by the lad'himseli^ 
iirs employer soon discovered that his parts \ver8 
brilliant, yet not solid ; that his apprehension was 
quick, lively, and penetrating, but that he had 
little industry dr inclination to improve his talents 
by study or reflection. He was neither dissi« 
pated'nor Vicious, but his time was frittered away 
in flying from one pursuit to another, and, though 
never idle, he was seldom well employed. He 
had sensitive feelings, but their effects were tran^ 
sient. A tale of woe would instantaneously 
warm his heart with benevolence ; but a meny 
'Story, or the sudden appearance of a jovial com- 
panion, would as (|uickly chill it with indifTerence, 
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It may be readily conceived, he sna^^ but little 
progress in that sound aud ^se^ knowledge of 
bis profession^ wbieb is best calculated to pro^ 
iKMte the interest and bonoqr ef the student 
Ym I^k)^ Tery peeuUeriUes of character thet 
rendered him restless, fickle, and volatile, w«re 
liechaps the chief causes qf hi3 excelling in cer^ 
tarn subordinate qualifications^ which have count 
ieiMted hb principal deficiencies. He possessed 
a reitoarbyble fluency oi expression ; a happy ta- 
loot of gMring^ a projo^ snd pleasing utterance to 
Uk tbou|^» which dressed up a triflmg observa* 
tmi With all the pomp and gravity of wisdom* 
His ^)tber attainments, however light and super* 
ficial, were yet general ; he knew a little of most 
fttbjects, hut wajs not well acquabted with any^ 
JThis miscellaneous scanty kind of knowledge waf 
exactly suited to his powers of oratory ; it eur 
abled him to gain credit for what he never knew, 
and admiration for talents he never possessed* 
He se]^rated from bis master as sooo as the 
term of his clerkship expired, and proceeded to 
London with all those glowing expectations^ 
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3ft^Mch mig^ he cxpseled frqiD ^ l^^ and ch»> 
riicter. Like otberB i^Hh mmikur fedings, he ext 
(yeciejace^ similar ^daf^pdntnent and barikbips; 
yet he had sufficient ammal spirits to bear up 
against tbe one, and economy and prude^oe 
enough to support the other« He at l^ngtfa$ 
after jnany situatidns and ret^rses, was eogaged 
by a candidati^ ^for a county election to superiii'^ 
tend his canvass and committee* This bustneai 
was exactiy ackpted to his taste and taletits; his 
activitjr and volubility were at onoe called int6 
action, and full scope given for the display of hk 
powers. He made a much better jpeech thaa 
his employer, who feigned himself ill, that tliia 
^ part of the businesi^ might be performed by his 
deputy. In short, his candidate was returned 
by a lai^ majority; he was, of course, libei' 
rally piaid for his exertions, and strongly recom^ 
mended by their success, to employment of n 
similar kind. The pecuniary rewards he received, 
enabled him to emerge from the poverty which had 
80 long obscured him ; and he talked hhnself intQ 
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parties/ where a silent intruder, however men* 
torious, would never halve been' endured. He 
received invitations to grand dinners, routs, and 
assemblies; be said' so much about the iine afts; 
that he was uni^rsally considered to have a fine 
taste; he purchased bronzes, pictures, and sculps 
tare, and descanted on their beauties with such 
fioeney, that his friends were bblijged by bein^ 
iilowed td possess them at an advanced piice; 
IxL short, he has talked ao much, aiid so eloquent^ 
fy, that his name .is become proverbial for'fa- 
afaionable elegance; He lives w^Il at the tables 
of bthers, and iescap^ the expense of keeping 
mie 6f bis, own. Hi derives -profit from the plea- 
sures h^ enjoys, ^nd 'gains patronage where otliers 
Would meet with tcoi^ttaipt. Thus,** continued Gs^ 
mond, ^^ thi^ man lives in splendour and affluence, 
wbiiemahy a po6r cecluse, with grieat talents,, but 
fewr;w6rds, have pined, away their lives' in sileiSt 
poverty; loist and unknown till that period, wheb 
they were neither conscious of praise, nor ' sus^ 
ceptible of rcwaird." 
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:' His remarks were judicious/' ^aid £arlvin» 
^ and bis manners respectfuL" 

"Oh! doubtless/' answered Osmond, *' k 
is. but justice to observe, that his sudden elevation 
aipd good fortune have neither inflamed his pridd 
nor contaminated his principles. He is remark-^ 
able for the boldness of his assertions, but tena*^ 
cipu^ of their correctness : they have, however^ 
involved hiqa in many quarrels, and various wa-^ 
pleasant dilemmas.; but the engagements that 
first called forth this part of his oratory, have 

« 

taught him a method of escaping the disagreeable 
effects which often result from it." 

Mr. Osmond wad interrupted from farther re- 
marks, by the a|)proacb of Mr. Onslow, the 
West Indian, conducting Mrs. Earlvin and Caro- 
line Almond. Several gentlemen were in their 
train, among whom was Lord Trelvin. Hia 
lordship , stood high in the haut-ton; he was 
esteen^ed a very brilliant star in the hemisphere of 
fashion, apd was now in the zenith of his orbits 
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But how he had becofne fesbionable^ was a very 
general matter of surprise, even to those who 
copied his dress, and imitated his manners. Yet 
he was fashionable, and every cut oi his opera- 
ooat) and turn of Us vacant face, were assum^ 
by those who aimed to acquire the same elegant 
notoriety. The eccentricities of his IprdshipV 
behaviour would not, to a common observer, 
have appeared either fascinating or polite; its 
characteristics were, extreme apathy, ne^jgence, 
forgetfulness^ and stupidity. He said little, and 
looked as if he thought leas. He laughed when 
others were serious, and was ^ways grave in tbtf 
midst of mirth and good«humour. His move- 
ments were generally languid, and indicative c^ 
great fatigue; he gaped with a degree of refined 
ku^uor, which was accounted remarkably ele*- 
gant, and sometimes conveyed his snuff towards 
his lips instead of hir nose, during those fits of 
drowsy absence in which he so greatly excdled; 
Ife had been introduced to Mrs. Earlvin, aitdhaii 
exerted fa&mself to say a few civil things on tin 
occasion; he now niecbaiiicaliy foUovi^d thepa^ 
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<?hich followed her, And, had be been walking hi 
his sleep, he wouM have appeared equally ani- 
mated and conscious of his own existence. ' 

Felix seized the first opportunity to exprest 
to his wife his wish te retire. Mrs. Earlvin did 
ii0t ifniDediately object to the proposal, but h^ 
inclination to remain was very evident. Feli^ 
was alarmed ; he surveyed the persons who sw*- 
roanded her with anger, and became impatient 
and peevish. He placed himself next to * her with 
a determined kind of impetuosity that brok« 
through all ceremony. He made many efforts to 
join in the sprightly conversation which was go-» 
ing forward^ but he said so little to the purpose, 
and laughed so out of time, that his silence would 
more effectually have concealed his chagrin. His 
spleen was increased, by observing his wife's 
extreme vivacity and satisfaction; he thought he 
cottld pe^eive something of the coquette in her 
manners. . He watched every change in her coun-^ 
ttnance, and listened' to every reply which ah<$ 
amde, with trembling anxiety « , He fancied she 
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paid him less attention than usual, and that hi^ . 
answers were cool and sometimes neglectful. He 
interrupted her in every observation she made to 
young Onslow, and contradicted hef with fretful 
ill-humour. At length his uneasiness became so 
evident, that Mrs. Earlvin herself requested their 
carriage might be ordered. Young Onslow was 
in the act of offering to hand her to it, when Fe- 
lix abruptly crossed him, and, rudely seizing her 
arm, hurried her from the apartments. He re- 
mained sullen and silent during their ride home, 
lost in reflections as various as. they were disi* 
tressing. 

/ The events of the last few hours, although ex- 
actly similar to those which any other party of 
the same description might have produced, were 
^magnified and distorted by him into circumstances 
of the most serious and alarming nature. The sir 
tuation in which he had been placed with his wife 
this evening, had perhaps never before occurred* 
It has been observed, that then* happiness had 
hitherto, in a great measure, been preserved bj 



^ 



JEALOUSY. 625 

It fortunate seclusion from scenes, that were cal- 

• • • ^ 

culated to rouse the energies of a jealous teoa- 
per. The calm retirement ill which they had 
fived, and the very limited number of persons 
with whom they had associated, had happily kept 
them at a distance from those objects who were 
likely to endanger their felicity, either from un- 
meaning* levity or artful design. 

M fs. Earlvin was not yet six and twenty ; her 
person and manners were extremely attractive; 
her temper naturally cheerful, and her disposition 
amiable, affectionate, and sincere. 'The purity of 
her mind rendered her totally free from those af- 
fected airs of prudish reserve, which are often as- 
sumed for the worst purposes. Yet her manners 
wer6 in no respect tinctured with the forward 
levity, that is often so fatally imbibed by a mo- 
dern education, and so shamefully encouraged by 
fashionable example. Mrs. Earlvin's conduct 
should have satisfied the most fastidious husband. 
Her gaiety resulted from the innocence of an un- 
xjorrupted heart; her vivacity excited admiration, 

Q 
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but it was miogled with a modesty and decorum 
which ensured respect. She did not affect a pub- 
lic display of her regard for her husband, by 
embarrassing him with a series of fulsome atten- 
tions, calculalted to create suspicion and produce 
ridicule ; yet her behaviour towards him was suf- 
ficiently marked to evince her affections, and de- 
monstrate that preference it was her glory to ac- 
knowledge. Although her chief pleasures were 
centred in the care of her children, and the ma- 
nagement of her family, yet she was not insen^^ 
sible to the delights of friendly society and ra- 
tional amusements. Her partiality for domestic 
comforts, and her strict attention to domestic 
duties, neither depressed her spirits nor rufBed 
her temper. Her good sense taught her the 
policy of securing her husband's company, by 
rendering his home more agreeable than anjr 
other place; by decorating it with pleasing as 
well as substantial enjoyments; by embellish- 
ing the qualifications of a good mother and a 
faithful wife, with the fascinating manners of a 
cheerful and entertaining companion. 
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CHAPtER VII. 



THIS PBOORESS OF JEALOU^I^. 



AtTHOUGH Mrs. £arlvia diacovefed some few 

infirmities in the temper of her husband, even 

i^fore their marriage, yet it Was not till lately 

that the cause and extent of them occasioned her 

any anxiety. The events, however, which had 

recently occurred, produced eJQfects su^ciently 

|]k>werflil to confirm her suspicions, and call forth 

ail her prudence. She perceived the danger and 

difficulty of her situation, yet her fortitude was 

•* . . . 
not subdued by her fears. Her feelings, on 

thb occiisibn, pro&ipted her to pursue a line bf 

conduct ^t Q^ht enable her husband to over- 
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tome those fatal delusions which, at intervals, 
took possession of his mind. She considered bis 
malady as an affliction, and traced its source to 
an enthusictstic affection for the object of its 
alarm. She resplved tp calm .afid soothe him by 
tenderness and good humour, rather than in-, 
crease his anguish with reproach, or drive him 
to desperation by actions that were calculat- 

« « ... . • 

ed to inflame his disease. The most beneficial 
effects might have been expected froni such 
r^solutiaus, * bv^t they, \f€^ useless ^dl ^h 
iftvailing. Earlvi% ^during the pwpxypp?^ x^ his 
j^ajp^syi saW; qnly with a jauncjicedjeyia; his dis- 
tpjcted iqiagjqat^pu :n|i?con3V'M94. evwy %tt?9)i4 
^ reUeye h^s an^i^ty and res$)(?re hiaa t9 ^W> 

« 

He$a« The subtle intiicftcies wWck thjif pfij. 
won assiroed^ int ijts variqus eg^ct^ ^PQ» hiw*; 
il^ere astonishing : an ar(k»l gaze oa his wifQ feem 
si spectator (who was p^rbiaps at tbe sapeM^ xmr 
ipent unqpnsciQus, of the object on wbiqb blS eyet 
i^«rc fixod), would create pa»gs in his bosQinthal 
slwnedand perplexed bim, altbpu^.hl^ Iwi XKt 



f&wiv W conceal Ae agitatidn they produted; 
He was often Sensible c^ 1^ crtrelty atid injustice^ 

f : 

of bis BuspiciddSy. an^ stiH ofteder b&^6rved^ with 
admiration, the circamspcct attention which Ju-^ 
Ua paid to her own conduct^ even while she duf^ 
kxeA under his petuknce ant^ ill hmnoiir. H^ 
|»ftsed a restless night after their visit to Mr; 
€>sinimd5 but wtren he rpse^hte next nioming, fai# 
principal uneasiness was occasioned by. a^ corivk-^ 
tion of the folly of his behaviour the evening 
before. He beheld the pate t:beeks and inflam- 
ed eyes of his wife with agony; he would have 
aslsed her fiorgiveQeigs^ but he dared not so open^ 

Jy confess: how aniv orthily he had treated hen 

.- , - • ^ 

In this state of mind Earlvin sat down to 
breakfast. The tenderness of his manners, and 
ttw anxiety he expressed at the slight complaints 
of indisposition which Julia made, as an excuse 
for her languor and want of spirits, soon called 
fbrtii those smiles of sweetness an4 good humour 
that were visible, even in the moments of hef 
affliction. Their children were brouglit to theni 
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as qsual. Earlvin was again conscious of bis 
happiness, and once more enjoyed felicity. He 
was animated by tbe vivacity of bis infant com« 
panidns ; he talked with them, romped with them, 
and caressed them, till his sensations were ele- 
vated to rapture, and his wife recovered her ac-p 
customed gaiety and cheerfulness. At this period 
a servant entered the apartment, and presented 
« letter to^Mrs. Earlvin. 

^' From the country, I suppose ?** said Julia* 

f 

^^ No, madam,"* replied the man ; '^ it was 
delivered by a footman whom I do not recollect 
po have ever seen before." 

Felix involuntarily gave over the amusement 
in which he was engaged with his eldest boy, and 
j^xed his eyes earnestly on his wife. 

' ^' I am entirely unacquainted with the hand,^* 
continued Mrs. Earlviq, as she ga^ed on the sui? 
per3criptipn. 
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Felix's countenance betrayed emotion^ and 
tiie child complained that he did not mind his 
p]ay. Mrs. Earlvin opened the lettier, which con- 
tidned two cards, and a few lines in the '(envelope. 
She inquired if the footman waited for* an answer. 
The servant replied in the negative, and left the 
room. Julia instantly handed the paper to her 
husband. " They ^^re tickets/* said she, " for 
a grand masquerade, which is to be given to- 
morrow evening at the opera-house. I must 
confess, I have often wished foir an opportunity 
of witnessing this amusement, without being sub- 
jected to the insults to which a common spectator 
is liable. Mr. Onslow is so good as to offer us 
places in a private box which belongs to one of 
his friends. Mr. Osmond and Miss^ Almond are 
also to be there." 

Earlvin did not immediately answer this ob- 
servation; he complained of a bead-ache, and 
declined any farther play with his children, who 
quitted the apartment vexed and disappoiqted at 
ihe abrupt conclusion of their sports. 
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"I must confess, Julia," said Fdix, Vter 
some moments' reflection, " that were I in Mr, 
Onslow's situation, I should be rather cautious 
of introducing Miss Almond to this species of 
amusement. The barrier of a private box is in- 
capable of preserving her from the contagion ol 
so licentious and indelicate a pastime ; even in 
that situation, she b liable to be addressed by 
those who, undjer the mummery and disguise of 
a fictitious character, may talk and act in a man- 
ner they would not venture to assume in thek 
real one." 

" Still," answered Mrs. Earlvin, " under the 
protection of friends, and guarded by the watch- 
ful eye of a husbajad '* 

** Guarded by the watchful eye of a hus- 
bajid 1" repeated Earlvin ; " a wife, Julia, should 
never voluntarily place herself in a situation where, 
such protection is requisite." 

** At iall events," said Mrs. Earlvin, " you 



k 
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must -allow it is extremely obliging in Mr. Onslow 
to present us with these tickets." 

. " Mr, Onslow/' replied Earlvin, with in- 
creased discomposure, " appear? a gay, thought-, 
less, and flfppant young man ; and I must con- 
fess, that neither his arrangements for conducting 
Miss Alipond to a. public masquerade, nor tbO; 
invitation he has sent us to join the party, give 
me a more favourable opinion, either of his cha^ 
racter or understanding.** 

- ^ 

" Felix,'* said Mrs. Earlvin, " it is evidently 
your wish that I should forego this amusement^ 
I am well aware that you would not deprive me. 
of a pleasure which could be enjoyed- with pro- 
priety. I have every right to confide in your 
judgement on this point ; therefore I most will^ 
iogly resign my ticket : but," continued she, withr 
a smile of the most perfect good humour, ** I 
must be rewarded for my obedience. You must 

grant me one favour in retqrn;" 

/ 
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'** A thousand," exclaimed Eaiivin, with ec- 
stasy, while he pressed her to his bosom ; ^' your 
goodness on this occasion is more than I deserve : 
for heaven's sake, do not let me thwart your 
inclination/' 

** My inclination is to remain at homc/^ 
4aid Julia ; ^* but will you promise to grant xnc^ 
this request F 



it 



Solemnly/' answered Felix, 



"It is," replied Mrs. Earlvra, ^ that yoii 

» ■ 

will make use of one of these tickets by going 
yourself to the masquerade." 

Felix, who had not the least desire to partake 
of any amusement from which he might wish to 
preclude his wife, would willingly have objected 
to this arrangement ; but Julia urged the impro- 
priety of a direct refusal to an offer of civility, 
from a person whom Mr. Osmond so particul&rly 
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eooskiered as his friend. Hiis reaso^i although 
^ had some force, was not perhaps the only one 
which influenced Mrs. Earlvin's conduct ; it was 
probable^ she wished to convey a gentle reproof 
to her husband, by adopting a line of conduct so 
different and superior to his own« 

The extraordinary alteration in Mr. Osmond's 
behaviour and style of living was a subject ci 
much surprise and conjecture to them both. 
Mrs. Earlvin had but few opportunities of private 
conversation with Caroline Almond during the 
evening of their visit. She, however, understood, 
that their journey to London had been purposely 
arranged for introducing her to young Onslow, 
who, her guardian had determined, should be her 
husband. He did not conceive it requisite to 
qualify this abrupt resolution by any stipulation 
as to her own choice ; he declared that Mr. On« 
slow's person and manners were undeniable ; that 
he had lately become possessed of a large fortune, 
and that these circumstances rendered him anx* 
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ious for their union. He prevented any reply, by 
a look which rendered her incapable of making^ one. 
On the following day^be hurried her tQLeUKJ^c^Mdf 
attempted, by seeming tenderness and unusual iar 
dulgence, to palliate the cruelty of his cooduct^ 
It was evident that the West Indian had made nA 
progress in Caroline's affections. The very dis- 
tont civHity of her behaviour toward^ him, and 
the languid ii;idifference with whic|i she listened td 
every thing he said, evinced the , little interest sbo 
took in his conversation. Her spirits seemed ra* 
tber depressed than ^exhilarated by th^ luxury and 
gaiety timt. surrounded her^ and she fJEti^ed tQ xe^ 
monstrate e^aiost the arrangeoijents that wete go-* 
ing forward^ because shp was axvedi)[itov silence by; 
the severity of her giiardian. It appeared, ateo^ 
a pij^tter of surprise, that Mr. OsniOid, .i^bo.hnKt 
bj^en lor several years a redUiee in a dbtaofe 
county of Ei^land, should ?o suddenly Jiave beei^ 
enabled to mix 'with a large apd £ELshionabl6 acr^ 
ciety ia London. There ^ere^ howfeveii, somei 
circym^tanpes whicb^in part, e^splained tliis point*, 
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He had| in early life, been well knotvn in the 
higher classes of dissipated company; a few of 
his old associates were still living, whose rank and 
fertanes procured them a considerable inifluence 
it) the first circles. To these men Osmond^ dis« 
CQTered himself immediately on bis arrival in 
Londom His manners^ though auster^^ were 
gimtlemanly, and ,his landed property was known 
to be extensive. These qualifications authorized ' 
his ^ receptioii; into every party, and were- suffi- 
cient, with the aid ctf his former coanexions, to 
produce even more invitations than he chose to 
accept, and as many visitors as he wished to 
entertain. 



Perhi^s thidre id not a more pi'ominent fea- 
^mre in the passion this history attempts to deli- 
neate^ than that unceasing restlessness and anx- 
iety which prompted Fdix Earlvin to those re- 
flections that were the source of his misery. 
Ivieiry trifling event or foolish incident which hap- 
pteoed'to flash upon bis mind duritig such periods, 
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ware formed by him into delusions that no\i* 
rished his disease, and increased his angaish. 
His wife had not quitted him ten minutes after 
her resignation of the masquerade-ticket, when be 
began to muse on the very anxious desire she had 
expressed that he would himself attend the enter**^ 
tainment He commented upon this circum" 
stance, and viewed it in so many various shapes, 
that it very shortly became shadowed with the 
same gloomy tmts which generally pervaded the^^ 
ot^ects of hi% reveries* 

'' She never before," said he to himself^ 
*' expressed so anxioUs a wish for my absence : 
it might perhaps be occasioned by her desire that 
I should {mrtake of this amusement, though I was 
inclined to deprive her of it Such a motive 
would not please me, and I should have been 
much better satisfied, if she had requested me to 
have remained at home. I could give up every 
pleasure for her society. Our feelings, on this 
'pointy should be mutual. I idmost wish we had 



/ 
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not removed from the country. The gaiety and 
dissipation of London would endanger the purity, 
of an angel." 

Earlvin soliloquised in this manni&r near a 
quarter of an hour; at the expiration of which, 
be was the most wretched of human beings« 

These wild sallies of his imagination raised 
phantoms which harassed him with doubts and 
perplexities^ yet their effects were limited; theiu 
were periods when he recovered his usual sere- 
nity, and was sensible of his happiness. Though 
not of long duration^ yet they were sufficient to 
counteract those alarming emotions of agony/ or 
despair, that might have been produced by a se- 
ries of circumstances capable of exciting his jea- 
lousy, with a progressive degree of violence unallay- 
ed by intervals of returning reason. A succession 
of occurrences of this description were not likely to 
arise from common events ; they were only to be 
expected from arrangements purposely designed 
to produce them. We have hitherto beheld the 
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subject of thb memoir in those situations wluch 
were best calculated to ensure his felicity. No 
one has appeared, either with inclinaticm to dis- 
turb his repose, or accomplishments to excite his 
envy. In short, from the day of his marriage, 
to the time at which this history is arrived, every 
incident of hb life should have added to his bless- 
ings, and called forth his gratitude. We are 
now, however, to view him under circumstances 
of a very different nature; he is no longer to be 
observed as an agent influenced merely by general 
causes ; or considered as a passive and inactive 
sufferer under the fatal delusion that oppressed 
him. But he is to be marked as the yicthn of 
perfidious plans, formed for the destruction of his 
happiness, and founded on those symptoms of 
jealousy which he so ofiten publicly evinced in his 
fnanners ^nd conduct. It was this part of his 
character only that was vulnerable to his < ene- 
mies; yet it exposed bim to attacks of the most 
alarming and dangerous nature. 



On the evening of the masquerade^ Earhrin 
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proceeded done to the opera-house in a ptain do- 
mino. He tnade no attempt to join the party 
from whom he had received his ticket, but mixed 
with the company in the body of the theatre. As 
he witnessed the noiay and tumultuous merriment 
of the motley groups that surrounded him, he 
congratulated himself on the absence of his wife, 
and experienced something like conviction of the 
propriety of those notions which had urged him to 
deprive her of so dissipated an entertainment. 
He was induced, after some little time, from the 
warmth of the place, to take off his mask for a 
few minutes, while he seated himself on one of 
the benches that surrounded the promenade. In 
this situation, while employed m sDrveying the 
tier of boxes where he expected to discover M ?. 
Onslow *and his friends, he was suddenly at^ 
costed by a domino, whose voice immediately 
reminded him of the loquacious gentleman he had 
so lately met at the house of Mr. Osmond. 



*' I am heartily glad to see you^ sir/' he ex« 
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claimed; *^ I should have discovered you in aQ 
instant, even if your face bad been concealed by 
your mask.'* , 



" That is very possible, sir/' answered Earl* 
vin, ^^ for I recognise you under similar circum^ 
stances. Your voice is sufiScient to convince m 
that I had tlie pleasure of conversbg with you i 
l^w evenings past at the bouse of a friend/' 



•* Exactly so, perfectly correct," answere 
Mr. Parrot. " Many persons of distinction beri 
to*night, sir, under very singular characters ; and^ 
to say the truth, there are some who cannot ajs*- 
sume a worse than their real one: excuse my 
freedom, I am apt to give my opinion on thest 
points." X 



V Earlvin, who was not at present inclined to 
listen to the effusions of Parrot's oratory, aud^ 
denly rose from his seat, and, declaring that be 
bad some friends in one of the boxes on the op* 



posite 8i4e, was in the act of wishing him a good 

' « 

ni^ty when a part of the company rushed to- 
wards the spot where they stood, and, in the 
midst of them, was a figure that appeared to be 
the cause of their amusement* It was a female 
mask dressed in a strange and novel manner, evi- 
dently intended as the representative of an obi 
witch. 

The fantastic form of her garments, and the va^* 
Hous colours of which they were composed, evinced 
eooaiderable taste and ingenuity; her visor was- 
well painted, and from a chain that crossed her 
•boulders was suspended a large horn, the sup- 
posed receptacle of the ingredients from which 
•he derived her power. The crowd that fol- 
lowed Hfer, was occasioned merely by the singu- 
larity of her appearance ; for they were unable 
to draw her into conversation. Earlvin, who 
thought he could perceive a degree of alarm 
md, confusion in her manner that indicated 
ibe needed assistance, was induced to remonstrate 

r2 
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with those who pursued her, which excited their 
merriment, and increased their numbers. The 
mask no sooner witnessed his interference in her 
behalf than she seemed resolved to throw herself 

* 

on his protection, for she immediately seized his 
arm, and precipitately quitted the place. Earl- 
vin, although somewhat chagrined at this sudden 
and public claim to his exertions, was yet unable 
ta refuse his aid ; and those who surrounded them, 
supposing that the object of their entertainment 
belonged to his party, immediately dispersed in 
search of new adventures and amusement. Felix 
retired, with his unknown companion to another 
part of the theatre ; and, when arrived at a suffi- 
cient distance from the place in which she had 
been annoyed, he observed, that, as she was then 
-free from molestation, he must take his leave of 
her, as he was expected by some friends whom 
he had promised to join. The obi woman, for 
the first time, now addressed him, in words which 
were characteristic of the form she had assumed. 
" It is not in my power," said she, " to reward 
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your gatlantry by the disclosure of a beautiful 
countenance, or by a sudden transformation from 
the infirmities of age to the sprightly vigour of 
youth ; my form is withered by years, and my 
face is as wrinkled as my mask ; yet I can con- 
vince you of ray gratitude by the exertions of my 
obi art/' 

** I require no reward," returned Earlvin, 
gaily, " nor am I a proper object for your magic. 
I have no faith, and am therefore undeserving of 
benefit." 

" You must, at least, be convinced of my 
ability," said the mask ; " shall I relate the past, 
or foretel the future ? Will you have a ques- 
tion answered; a wish gratified; or a caution, 
given ? 

Earlvin smiled at the; eccentricity of her 
offers. 



" I have but little curiosity,'* be replied^ 
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'' and therefore seldom ask questions ; ttiy. wishes 
lire vdvy limited, even at a masquerade ; as for 
your third gift, I shall be very happy to receiv* 
It, but in as few words as possible." 

" Look to your wife^^ exclaimfed tfaft mtjk. 
Earlvin remained motionless with astonishofterit^ 
while the obi woman escaped from his sight in an 
instant. It was some minutes before be reco- 
vered himself sufficiently to seek for the person 
who had occasioned his emotions; But his at- 
tempts to discover her were fruitless; he visited 
every part o^ the theatre that was opened for the 
reception of the masks without success, till wea- 
ried and disappointed, he seated himself near the 
place where he had first seen her. He had re- 
mained here but a few moments before he was 
addressed by Mr^ Osmond, who, liaving rallied 
him on the absence of Mrs. Earlvin, proposed to 
conduct him to the box in which he had left his 
ward and several other friends. Earlvin followed 
him with reluctance, although he made some ef- 
forts to appear pleased with tlie invitation. The 
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party were all in dominoes ; Mr. Onslow received 
him with great politeness ; inquired very parti* 
cularly after Mrs. Earlvih's health, and expressed 
much concern for the slight indisposition which 
Felix alleged as the , cause of her remaining at 
home. Caroline Almond seemed to take little 
interest either in the conversation of the West In^ 
dian, or the groups to which her attention was 
directed ; she Was the only female in the party, 
her situation was embarrassing, and she had ap-* 
parently neither spirits nor inclination to support 
it. THiere wei*e several gentlemen in the box, 
among whom was Lord Trelvin stretched at full 
length on one of the seats in the back part, with 
his eyes nearly closed, and his mouth half open. 



*' Why, curse it, Ned !" said one of his noble 
friends, whose frivolous loquacity and incessant 
restlessness, was as ridiculous as his lordship's 
languid taciturnity, " how the devil can you ma- 
nage to doze in such a place as this? A man 
might as well attempt to sleep in the midst of 
Bartholomew fidr :—- cjam'me, if I think there was 
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iove his deaths he retired to one 6f his estnte^ 
a f&hoTt dbtaoce from the capital of the island. 
Qci his decease, Mr. Onslow became possess- 
€4 of the pfincipal part of his fertune; he 
was also nominated one of his executors, and^ 
after settling the various business attached to this 
K^ce, he quitted Jamaica with only one attend^ 
aoti and arrived in England a few months since^ 
By this lattendant/' continued Mr. Parrot, '^ the 
history of his master was related to the Etigliish 
f e^ant whom Mn Onslow engaged on his arrival 
mt Bristol^ and from the En^ish servant it wto 
jHQst faithfully conveyed to my man at ^n earljr 



-»> 



hour this morning. 



Earlvin felt consideraWy relieved by thi* re- 
lation ; there appeared nothing to j testify the 
' alarnis which Parrot's introduction to it had 
occasioned. Mrs. Lorimers knowledge of his 
name and person might have been acquired with- 
out difficulty, and the absurd insinuation she ut- 
tered under the dis^ise of her toasquerade-habit^ 
the mere efiects of wsmtoa misehief. Felix'k 
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priocipftl anxiety was now to im{»^s u^n his 
visitor thei very Kttle interest he took: ia tte ii- 
foramtiDii, while he apolb^sed . for the troiil^e^ it^ 
had occaaiofied him. Parrot declared he» irag 
amply, compensated on this pcmit^ by^ the<plee0are( 
of obliging a friend, and the opportunity of ao 
quiring a few curious anecdotes of a fashionable 
cbanictcr,, whoa^l hfe^wry :was so. littlfei known fua 
ttdtc of; Mr. Ctosl^xwf. He i paused; howcveiv fiw 
some tipej as if he? hftd-not entirelyf comptetedi. 
his, taski wJf^le^ Eai^lvia waited for hia. depavtupo 
with impatience, that he mighf naaJco' soBQ0i(5QiH' 
cessions to his wife for his behaviour at breakfast. 
At letoglh, after coai^iderabla hesitatidni and 'appa- 
rent diffidence, he declared that he had: anQther 
circumstance to mention, which he considered of 
atv.ery d«jUca,te; and peculiar nature. 

Earfvin's agitation returned ; he requestedi in> 
a faltering voice, .that Mr* Parrot would* resjffme*' 
his seat, and he again cautiously closed the door 
hAlxstd a^ceady opened :foi: his departure. 
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'* Upon my bonoor; srir,"* continXiedtiie'T^tor/ 
^M fed some Kttle embarrassment inr CDmimini^' 
enting to you: a matter that in justice I cannot^ 
oineeal/ I shall oceasioH you perhaps a d^ree 

of anxiety for wbbb there msy be w effieieofc: 

' ^j . » • .... 

€ause«r 

• . • • • 

*' Mr^ PArrot^'" exddmed Eatlvin, ti^itb u 
warmth and energy that equally surprised and 
alarmed the orator, " you torture' toe by this 
preface ; for heaven*s take infortn me at once 
what it k you mean/' 

• • • 

« Good God !" replied Parrot, ** I had m 
idea J should have thus agitated you/* 

" I am not agitated," answered Felix^ while 
his voice trembled with emotion, " I am per- 
fectly composed ; but, I must confess, you have 
strongly excited my curiosity.'* 

" Then sir, thus it is," replied Parrot ; *^ Mr. 



N. 
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Otetew shortly after his arrival in England, bad. 
nn interview with Mrs. Earlvin at yoiir house in. 
the country, during i/our absence; a circumstance, 
I must confess, sOniewhat extraordinary, as I wit* 
nassed her introduction to that gentleman as a- 
perfect stranger on the evening I had first the 
pleasure of meetir^ you at Mr. Osmond's." ; 

A 

This intelligence was as a thunderbolt tCK 
Ekurlvin : ^ yet a moment's reflection seemed to 
convince him that it must be false, and he io'- 
quired if it rested on tlie same authority as the^ j 

other parts of the information. 

" Why sir,** replied Pajrrot, " the authority 
is certainly the same, bul the circumstances were 
detailed with a minuteness that leaves but little 
doubt of their truth. Mr. Onslow, on his arrival 
from Jamaica, as I before mentioned, landed at 
Bristol, where he hired his English servant who 
has related these particulars. The first employ- 
ment on which this man was engaged by his new 
roaster, was to attend him into Monmouthshire, 
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whife his" &fock domestic remained cm' b€>dfd' tflef 
v^9d m which they arrived. They tdofc up thfflr 
residence at rather an obscure inn' in the town^^ 
Mbumouth ; and it was evidently Mr. Oil»tow'$ 
wish tO' remain unknown in this* plac^e. He laai 
severd conferences^ with a person who resided! M 
a small distance, and' who^ by l^e diescfiptiDii) i 
have every reason to suppose was Mr. Osmond 
Himself Oh one particular evfeningy however, 
His man was desired to proceed ta the garden 
entrance of your dwelllng;^and^ inquire' ot any^ of 
tbe servants whom be might aoctdentally meefy 
if their master was at home. Upon^ his infbral*^ 
ing Mr. Onslow that you were absent on your 
evening walk, he was directed to saddle^his horse, 
which he immediately mounted, muffled up in a 
great-coat, and proceeded to that part where his 
servant had procured the information of your ab- 
sence. The man was ordered to follow him on 

< 

foot at a small distance. Mr. Onslow passed 'the 

- - ^ 

principal front of the building more tiian once, as 
if he waited for a signal of admittance. Aft^r a 
short interval, a female servant appeared at ttie^ 
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^rden-eiitraDce, to say that her niistresii wais 
ready to receive himr. He alighted and entered 
the housei and bis man remained with the horse 
a short distance from the gate^ Mr. Onflow re- 
appeared in about half aln boury aind directed his 
servant to return, while he again mounted and 
proceeded with mueh speed down a retired road 
that skirts the back of your orchard^ and did not 
arrive at his inn till the latter part of tlie eveningw 
A short time after this eventy they departed for 
Ix>ndony where Mn Onslow purchased a .large 

* 

house^ and formed a handsome establishments 
He also engaged a genteel suite of apartments for 
his mother; they are the same in which she now 
resides, and where she is often vbited by her 
j^on. His serrant, who generally attended him on^ 
these visits/ was informed^ that the femily in the 
next house were in want of a footraan^^ and coiif^ 
ceiying that the situation would be mere pro^ 
able to him than the service in which he was then 
engaged, he gave his master warning and the foW 
lowing week removed to his new place.L These 
)gir/ continued Parro^ ^^ are tiie whole of the 
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pirticdlars I have at present bieen ibte to collect, 
but 1 have no doubt thitt, mk short time, I shall 
glean many more of a very curious and iriter^t- 
mg nature/* 

Earlvih remained for some time lost ib thfe 
various reflections i^arrot'6 inteHijgence produceSi 
Thfe recollection of the Evening oti trhich he had 
first sefen Mrs. Lorimei- near his own residence, 
fewnediiftely flashed iipoh his mind. 'Hie hctse- 
ttim with whom she wtis engaged in conversation, 
Ife hiad no doubt was hereon ; and lie ako re- 
ihembtered the obsermtiOn of Dr. Suffit the ftrf^ 
loiving day, that a person of similar dieiscription 
Wl bten seen to ^ass hfe house more Ihaai oitee 
iti the course of the ^ji^emng. These drctihi- 
Stances corifeyed a strong su^pic^on that the in- 
terview between Onslow and Mrs. Earlvin, to 
which Parrot had Alluded, todk pkde on this very 
night* Although the emotion of Felix wfere tbd 
powerful to be concealed from the inquisitivie 'eyti 
ts^f his visitor, yet he was well aware of the dan^ 
^-exposing his feelings bdbre oiie so wtil^alcti* 



- N 



kted to publish them to the world. Uad^r these 
eonilideraitiotiS; he atf'uggled to asi^time a compb*- 
fiore be Was totally mcapabli ^ ikiaititaining. 
He tnade many attempts to diange the sutject of 
titeir conversation, but tei^umed h a^ti, by iii«- 
terrupting every other. He replied to cfes^rvai*' 
tions he scarcely heard, and talked with volubi^ 

Sty on points in which his llioughts had no sBare, 

__ • • • 

Even the smiles he forced into his countetiamo^ 

could not disguise the anguish of his heart ; and, 

while he viainly supposed hiimelf seeing (t^ the 

penettafting glances of Parrot, his linkiet^ ^d ^^^ 

t^tion would have been discbveted by a iJlifildi 

The orator, who wa« neither destitute of hutti^m^ 

Hy i^or good-nature, beheld the fefltects of bis in*- 

formation with tnuch alarm ; he began to urge 

the probability that ther« mi^t be «ome error in 

Ihe statement ; that the assertions of a discarded 

Servant were not to be entirely depended upon, 

Anfd that such an interview might have taken 

place J without any degree of criminsdity being 

Mtacbed to it. 

T 2 
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*' Criminality, sir !" repeated Felix with a 
degree of irritation, which at once determined his 
visitor to make ^p farther attempts at consola- 
tion; " you will excuse my warmth, Mr. Par- 
rot, but that expression is far too stroi^ even as 
a supposition." 

The orator apologised with mudi civility, and 
rose to departt 

Earlvin would have detained him by various 
inquiries he had already answered, and a conti- 
nufmce of those attempts at gaiety and indiffer- 
ence in which he had so completely &iled, but 
Parrot was too well aware of his situation to re- 
main^ he promised hb services at any future 
time when they might be required, but declared 
he had at present an appointment that should 
have been fulfilled an hour befofe. He therefore 
took his leave with as much politeness as his anx-^ 
iety to. get away would admit, and most heartily 
congratulated himself on his escape as soon as he 
had gained the street 
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Earlvin remained in his study for a consider- 
fible time, brooding over the information he had 
received. He had never before experienced sen- 
sations so poignant and distressing. Hitherto his 

V 

suspicions had been confined within his own bo- 
som, but his disgracOji whether imaginary or real, 
would now probably be known to the whole 

« 

town. It was in vain he endeavoured to calm 
the violence of his emotions and form resolutions 
on the conduct he should adopt. One moment 
he determined instantly to communicate to hisr 
wife the tale that had been related to him; the 
next, he resolved to procure further proofs of its 
authenticity. Rage, hope, and despair, alter- 
nately took possession of his bosom ; for al- 
though at intervals he flattered himself with the 
probability of being deceived, yet a mere consi- 
deration that the contrary was not impossi]ble, 
drove him almost to distraction. At leno^th he 
rang his bell, and inquired if Mrs. Earlvin had 
left home ? The servant answered that his mis- 
tress had ordered the carriage, and was, he be- 
lieved, gone to Mr. Osmond's Felix had forgot- 
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ten tbe mesMge he had delivered from Caroline 
Alinand* im^4 instantly Goostrued th^ visit iato tB 
aesigjtiatiod with Ooslow. Unable to support the 
reflections which crowded on his brain, he 8udf» 
4enlj seized biis hat and hurried from the houses 
tUno$t unoooscious of his actioos^ anc) witbouf; 
any settled purpose io view. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



THE DECEIVER DECEIVED. 



7hi: alarming and increasing influence which 
Earlvin^a passion seemed to have acquired over 
iiim since his arrival in London, xvtjis d[)sisrved by 
his ^e^ wkb much apprehension and anxiety. 
She had already determined to use every exertion 
in her power to persuade him to return td the 
jcountry, and to seclude herself as much as posr 
$ible from company and amusements during the 
iioie they might remain in town. Nor were thi^e 
l^esolutions considered by Mrs. Earlvin as sacri^ 
fices to her happinei^s. Her comjbrt^ were cen^ 
taed in domestic retirement, "where, encircled by 
ker husband and children^ every wish of her heart 
190^ gratified, and her most sanguine hopes of 
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iUicity realised. The pecaliar drcumstaoces 
under which she had been educated, however 
threatening they might have been to her welfkre, 
in some degree served to strengtl^en her notions 
of propriety. The dangerous examples which the 
dissolute life of her father set before her, werc^ 
happily cognteraipted by tl^ affectioi|ate care of 
an amiable and enlightened woman, whom he 
selected as her instructress. Julia acquired under 
this excellent monitress, those sure and SQlid prin- 
ciples of virtue, which enlarged with her under- 
standing, and siecured her amidst scenes that 
otherwise might have proved her destruction. 

It was from such principles, grafted in a mind 
natprally strong, as well as richly cultivated, that 
Mrs. Earivin derived a power of reasoning on the 
events that afflicted her, and was enabled, not 
only to derive consolation from her reflections^ 
but to adopt a iitoe of conduct which was best 
calculated to soothe the unfortunate malady of 
her husband. His appearance and mannm* on ihm 
fpprning which followed his visit tq the m^uer 
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rade, eviBced symptoms more powerful and ex* 
ptressive than any she had yet observed, and sha 
l^t home on the requested visit to Caroline AW 
Qfiond with considerable reluctance. On her arr 
Fival at Mr. O^mondX she was immediately coni> 
ducted to Caroline, who was alone, and received 
her with evident marks of satisfaction. Her ap» , 
pearance, however, indicated piuch alarm an4' 
uneasiness. Mrs. Earlvin understood that her 
guardian had, the day before^ very forcibly urged 
her union with Mr. Onslow, and declared his de^ 
tEMrmination that the ceremony should take place 
^without delay. Caroline had scarcely communi- 
cated this information, Tvhen Osmond entered the 
apartment. He appeared in extreme good hu* 
mour, and requested his ward would copy a let- 
ter he had just written and left in his library. 
Mrs. Earlvin experienced an unusual degree of 
embarrajssment from this interruption, and imme- 
diately rose to depart, when he requested she 
fvould ^ve him her opinion of some jewels he in- 
tended to prpsept to Caroline on her wedding*- 
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day. Julia complied with this request, but vfith 
a degree of reluctance she seldom evioced. The 
diamonds were extremely beautiful; and taste* 
fully arranged in various ornaments, which were 
placed together in a small case* 

Osmond expatiated on their value, and det 
scribed their brilliancy with an earnestness some* 
what different from his usual cold and declama^ 
tory mode of address. Julia was too much en? 
gaged with her own reflections to observe the 
variation in his manner ; so little interest did his 
conversation at this time excite in her, that she 
scarcely heard half a dozen words which he ut- 
tered, while she pensively ga^ed on the jewels she 
still held in her hand. Osmond paused for a few 
moments ; his penetrating eyes cautiously glanced 
on her face ; and he thought he cpuld perceive in it 
expressions for which he had long sought , Slow, 
crafty, and diesigning, he checked the sudden un^ 
pulse of exultation which even his Inspicions were 
capable of producing, while bis ideas rapidly sue* 
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eeeded each other, on the means be should adopt 
to ascertaiQ the truth of his coojecture?, ^t 
length, with a eountenanee of assumed gravity, 
and tone of affected teoderaess, he iriterrupted 
Mrs. Earlvin's reverie. ^^,1 am weU convinoedt 
my dear madam, timt the success of the arv 
raagements I am thus anxiously Q»iJ$;injg for my 
young lyard's iiappiness, will not depend <^ 
the splendour or vealth that are <M;tMhed to 
ttiem* 



The sigh which this observation called forth 
from Julia, seemed a favourable omen to her art- 
ful companion, and encouraged him to proceed 
with more forcible experiments, 

" There are,'' he continued, " m^ny evils to 
Jbe dreaded in the married state, not to be obviat- 
ed by rank and aflauence. Many prejudices and 
passions which, although not considered as actual 
vices, yet materially interfere with matrimonial 
happiness.^ 
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It is uncertain how far these remarks affected 
Mrs. Earlvin, as to the hints they were intended to 
convey, bat, on those points to which they seem- 
ed more openly to refer, she felt unusual interest; 
and although she had lately avoided Osmond, 
(more from her dislike of his behaviour towards 
his ward than any other reason), yet she deter*- 
mined not to pass the present opportunity of 
using some exertion in behalf of her young 
friend. In the arguments she urged to con- 
vince him of his cruelty in forcing Caroline's 
inclinations by the proposed alliance, he thought 
he could perceive certain indirect allusions to the 
discomforts pf her own situation. Julia was w*arm 
and animated with the task she had undertaken^ 
while Osmond's silent attention to her observa- 
tions induced her to hope they would prove sqc* 
cessful. His. silence, however, proceeded from 
very different causes; he was dissecting every 
sentence she uttered, to discover, if possible, from 
some unguarded expression^ a clue to his future 
operations, and a guarantee for his security in 
attempting them. 
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There are circumstaaces under which the 
crafty a^d designing are sometimes suddenly en- 
tangled in their own toils. 

Osmond, generally cool, collected, and wafy, 
had his moments of weakness and misconception^ 
The first few hints he threw out in this interview 
on Earlvin's jealousy, were so cautiously worded^ 
and obscured in such opposite allusions, that their 
meaning, remained undiscovered by Julia, while 
her answers increased his confidence, and £n« 
couraged him to hazard more explicit explana*- 
tibns* 



" Believe me, my dear Mrs. Earlvin,'^ he 
continued, under a full and perfect conviction of 
his security, '^ these observations apply to many, 
who are considered by the world as the most 
happy and enviable beings. How often do we 
see a lovely and virtuous woman rendered miser- 
able by the unjust suspicions of a husband, whose 
want of confidence must be equally degrading and 
mortifying. Can the superficial attentions and 
politeness of such a man in public, make amends 



n$ TALES OF tHE t^ASSIONS. 

for the anguish and domestic contentions that ait 
ecoasioned by his jealousy. 

Julia listened to these remarks with an asto* 
nishmedt whicfa deprived her of the powtt of ' an- 
swering them. They seemed poiAtedly^ )lddres»^ 
tb herself ;^ yet ihe improbabilky ttiat such a daaa 
as Mr. Osrmondy the pressed friend of her hus* 
handj and af^iarently an austere and teoacioo^ 
observer of propriety, should ' either have the kk*- 
olination or audacity to attempt such kisitiuatiohs, 
was sufficient to render her irresolute a^ to the 
opinions she should form. From a fatality that 
seemed attached to Osmond's actions during this 
iotserviewy he still construed her emotions into an 
encouragement to his proceedings. Although 
cold, and phlegmatic, his supposed success ex- 
cited in him a degree of warmth and exultation 
whicfa materially tended to oppose his usual pru^ 
dence, and deprive him of those powers of dupli- 
city he generally possessed. 

" I am sur^ yoa will pardon me,** he e*^ 
elaimedi while his voice kH kito an under-tonc^ 
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ahd tie -drew his chair still neat^ to tke aSio- 
Bishred Julia> '^ I am cot^fident you Will pardoil 
me, if I confess to ydii, my dear mddam, the ad* 
miratioQ 5/<?»r conduct excites in those, ivhd are 
awflcre of the sufiferitigs whidh this unfortunate 
passion inflicts on the innocent objects of Jts 
alarm. Mr. Earlvin is my friend. By heavens ! 
I fe^3tect him tborte thajiv any man upon ^arth ; 
but x:an I be itisendible to his folly, nay, I 
Iroald almost say> cruelty, in his unwarraiitabte 
iuspicione of one, who; with personal accomplish- 
01^^ sufficient to call forth the admiration of the! 
wfable 1x!)wn, has still pursued a lilie of conduct 
that should long since hare annihilated his^pprc- 
heBsiotis ? Believe me, you give way too mucfc 
tohb idle and vrhinasical humours; by so anx- 
iously studying his happiness, you sacrifice t/our 
atvn. His disease is not incurable*; nay, the re- 
faiedy is within your power. Submit not to the 
degrading and moi^tifying restrictions he imposes 
upon you: exert yourself to recover that inde- 
pendence which will maintain your own rights, 
and moderate hi^ expectations of obedience. 
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Consider^ my dear Mrs. Earlvin/* be'Contmuied/ 
while he suddenly sei:^ her hand, and his couii-^ 
tenance becaciiie flushed with the guilty passion 
was no longer able to conceal, ^^ consider, I say 
the attributes you possess to emancipate yourse 
from this cruel tyranny." 



u 



Hold, sir r* interrupted Julia, while she dis^ 
engaged herself from his grasp, and rose from hei 
seat with a dignity that awed and confouilded^ 
him ; '^ I have thus long allowed you to proceed 
without evincing those symptoms of abhorrence 
your discourse was calculated te call forth, be- 
cause I will candidly confess the development of^ 
your character has been managed v^ith sufficient 
art to render me doubtful of yodr motives, t9t 
you dared to explain them by insult.*' 



Osmond, astonished and dismayed, declared 
be neither intended to offend nor alarm her : he 
requested she would resume her seat, and he" 
would explain every thing, to her satisfactioii. 
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" To wait for explanation," replied Mrs. 
Earlvip, " after what I have just heard, would 
be an encouragement for farther offence." 

She proceeded towards t;be bell, but he still ' 
^eteaned her. 

" Nay, you shall hear me,'* he cried, with a 
vehemence which shook the temporg^ry courage 
Julia had endeavoured to maintain; ^' you must 
fibt leave me with these impressions." 

* . - - 

i " It is impossible, sir,*' replied Mrs. Earlvin, 
^f that* any thing you have to say, can alter the 
opinions your conduct has so fully warranted, me 
to adopt. I must insist upon ordering my ser- 
Tants^ and leaving your house immediately." 



u 



Not," answered Osmond, while be closed 
thA d6or with violence, *^tili I hate n^ade yau 
^sible, proud woman, that I am not without 
the! power of retaliation for these prudish airs 
bf affected modesty.. Were they acquired irom 

u 
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the precepts of the libertine who cftUed himself 
your father? Are you aware, that neith^ youjr 
origin nor education were of a descripticai to eji» 
title you to assume them, or even to gain you 
sufficient credit to deceive the world by an ap- 
pearahce of their sincerity ? Has this d«tiCac^i 
this fastidiousness, always characterised your ac- 
tions ? , Is your husband possessed of your entin 
confidence ? Have you no secrets whi(;h you coar 
ceal from him with trembling anxiety ? Ha$ nH 
visitor been admitted to your presence within 
these last few months without his knowledge, and 
under a dread of his discovery? You can no 
longer be ignorant, lady, that your security; de- 
pends upon your discretion/' 



It ^as evident that these threat3 had v^y 
powerful effects upon Mrs. Earlvin. Her agita- 
tion and astonishment were extreme as she listened 
to them, but her reply was interrupted by the 
sudden entrance of Mr. Onslow, who, observing 
her terror i^nd distress, offered his arm for bet 

» 

support Her desirie to escape from Osmond 
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rendered any aid acceptable; and, scarcely sen- 
sible of her actions, she allowed him to conduct 
her to her carriage, into which he immediately 
followed her, and, seating himself by her side, 
<)irected the coachman to drive round the park oa 
bis way home. This order reminded her of the 
impropriety of the manner in which she had left 
■the house, and she urgently requested Mr. On- 
slow would desire the man to return, as she 
lorished to speak to Miss Almond on some points 
tiiat had escaped her memory during the time she 
was with her. 

" My dear madam," replied Onslow, " Miss 
Almond has left home on her morning walk/' 

Julia was convinced of the contrary, yet was 
fearful of enforcing her request, lest her alarm, 
and the cause of it, should be rendered still more 
public. She therefore complained of indispo- 
Htidn, and begged he would countermand the 
orders he had given to the servants to drivt 
through the park. 

u 2 
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Nothing be replied, would be more Kkcly to 
recover her. 



I ^* You will, I am sure,'' he continued, with 
a smile of the most provoking assurance; ** allow 
me to accompany you. How is it possible I 
could answer to Mr. Earlvin for not delivering you 
safe to his protection?' 



Ml 



To have insisted on his leaving the carriage, or 

, to have made any particular objections to passing 

through the park, would have implied an anxiety 

4 

in her conduct towards him, calculated to inflate 
his vanity with th(^ most false and absurd notions. 
She therefore made no farther attempt to -contiu- 
diet the orders the coachman had received, bub 
endeavoured to appear as composed* as^ the state 
of her miiid wbuld adtnit* 

' . • - • ' ... V 

Osmond remained some time after her' de*; 
parture, musing on the events of tiie n^orning,- 
and the consequences that would probably result 
from theiji. He was perfectly convinced .of the 
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imprudence into whicji he had been led, from his 
erroneous opinions upon Mrs. Earlvin's behaviour 
during the. first part of their interview. His vex- 
ation and disappointment were extreme: he had 
every reason to suppose, that a discovery of what 
had passed to her husband, would involve him in 
a duel, and produce a public disclosure of his 
€oqduct. Sudden resolutions or desperate plans 
were not often adopted by him ; his proceedings 
were marked by slow and ^ure advances, and 
characterised rather by hesitation and caution, 
tlian promptitude or danger. The perseverance 
and-t industry he evinced in his pursuits, were of 
a. nature to procure success; and his passions^ 
though often violent, were yet generally sqbser- 
yient to his judgement. Under his present cir- 
cumstances, however, Osmond perceived his usual 
mode of conduct must give way to more vigorous 
arrapgemjents. He had no alteraative : to remain 
ihacfive, woi^ld be tamely to submit to what he 
most dreaded. Scarcely had he made up his 
mind on these points, when Earlvin suddenly 
entered the room. His appearance indicated 
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considerable agitation. He had been wandering 
through the neighbourbg streets for a consider- 
able time, endeavouring to form some resolutions 
on the extraordinary information he had received 
from Parrot ; and> although be became sufficient* 
ly composed to reflect on the improbabilities 
the intelligence, yet the facts he had himself %vit- 
nessed seemed, in part, connected with it He 
recollected, that Mrs. Earlvin might probably^ 
bav^ left home on a visit to Caroline Almond, in 
consequence of the message he bad delivered : 
be resolved, therefore, to seek her at Mr, Os- 
mond's, and, if possible, procure some relief to 
the tortures he experienced, by demanding from 
her a prompt and explicit explanation. Mr» 
Osmond's house was situated close to the park : 
Earlvin was near one of the entrances, when his 
» own carriage suddenly passed him, and he plainly 
perceived his wife and Onslow seated within it. 
His feelings, at this moment, are >not to be de- 
scribed: he remained. for some moments irreso- 
lute, and almost motionless, while his eyes traced 
the chariot beyond that part through which it 
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should have proceeded in its nearest way home» 
One instant he determined. to follow her, the next, 
he resolved to abandon her for ever. Under this 
3tate of mind he arrived at Osmond's door, and 
inquired of the servants if Mrs. Earlvip had 
called in the course of the morning. He was 
answered in the affirmative, and that she had just 
left the house in company with Mr. Onslow. 
Distracted with this apparent confirmation of his 
suspicions, he demanded to see Mr. Osmond, 
and was immediately conducted to his library. 
Osinond had sufficiently recovered himself tp 
receive him with his usual composure, while hig 
thoughts were busily employed on the means he 
should adopt to turn this visit to his advantage. 
Earlvin's feelings were in tliat state which render- 
ed it impossible for him to conceal them. His 
pride had hitherto urged him to refrain from 
confessing alarms he was conscious had so 
often been excited without any just cause. The 
fast few events, however, followed so rapidly upon 
eiEich other, that reflection had neither calmed his 
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sttfieriogt jDor called forth his judgement. It re« 
quired but little exertioo qa the part (rf OaoiODd 
to draw from bim tbe cause of his uneasioesa. 
This explanation, though at first g^ven with he- 
sitation^ very soon produced a fiill onifessioo of 
bis suspicions, and an unlimited confidence as ta 
the causes for them. Osmond listened to him. 
with a degree of affected surprise and concern, 
that perfectly succeeded in deceiving his unhappy 
visitor with the most false and dangerous notions 
of his friendship : and, while he artfully pretend- 
ed to soothe him with an eulogy on his wife's 
character, he, at intervals, contrived to insinu- 
ate, that the most virtuous were expose^ to much 
danger and temptation. 

'* Onslow," he continued, ^^ unfortunately 
possesses all tLe attributes for success in those vi- 
cious pursuits, which young men of the present 
day consider as fashionable and meritorious. I 
n)ust candidly confess, I tremble for. Caroline's 
luippiness, and. am almost inclined to acquiesce 
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with Mrs. Earlvin's wishes, and break off their 
intended union, although it is io nearly con- 

cliided[.'' 

«-, . .... 

,....' .. ...... 

** Has Julia expressed such wishes?'' intet^ 
rupted Felix, with increased alarm and astonish* 
ment /' Is it possible that she so openly takes 
an interest in this man's affairs, as to use exer-^ 

tions to prevent his marriage with your M^ard ?" 

-■•-'•*." 

-■ Osmond, artfully pretended to be grieved for 
wb^ he had said, while he faintly attempted to 
account for Mrs. Earlvin's motives^ in her regard 
for Caroline. These attempts produced exactly 
the effects he had calculated upon : they strength-* 
^ned E^rlvin's suspicions, and increased his dis- 
tress. He seized Osmond's hand in agony, while 
be threatened the most exemplary vengeante on 
the objects of his passion. 

"May I be allowed," said Osmond, assum* 
ing an air of candour and : friendship, \^ to give 
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yoii my adviee on thb delicate and distreswig bu* 
siness? Be not, my dear friend, too hastily led 
away by a train of circumstances and appear* 
ancesy whicb, however they may seem to confirm 
these alarming suspicions, are yet certainly no di- 
rect proof of them« I must confess the tale you 
have heard from Parrot seems strangely connect*^ 
ed with circumstances you witnessed yourscif 
abonit the same time, but it is not sufficient to 
demand your entire confidence on assertions so 
vague and extraordinary. Still I am sorry, very 
sorry, to declnre, that if the accuracy of the wkote 
of Parrot's narrative is to be estimated by Ae 
correctness of a part of it^ your uneasiness is not 
excited from slight causes : his intelligence, as fiir 
as relates to the history of Onslow and his mo* 
ther, is most certmnly true ; but vi4iat motives 
Ihat young man could have in his visit to Mrs. 
Earlvin immediately on hb arrival in England, or 
how he could have been admitted in the way.de- 
scribed, when, on every reasonable conjecture^ we 
must suppose him to have been an entire stranger 
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to her, is a mystery that certainly requires expla- 



■ ^ I htive not overlooked these points/' re* 
fdied Earlvin; " her father. Captain Roseville; 
was, dflring the early part of his life, stationed in 
the West Indies ; he had certainly connexions in 
those parts even dfter my acquaintance with his 
daughter. Are you positive Mr, Onslow has 
rfever been in England before ?*' 

^ - 

Osmond assumed an appearance of alarm at 

this question ; he paused, as if doubtful of the an* 

swer he should make. 

- " Not to my knowledge," he replied j " his 
patron, Mr. Wellsford, ^as my intimate friend; 
if any such event had taken place, why should it 
have been concealed from me ? Yet I recollect,** 
be continued, while he again paused, as if exert* 
ing his memory on the subject, ** Mr. Wellsford 
a few years ago had some confidential concerns to 
settle in England when I for two or three months 
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\vas absent froin it. . But even, in ,tbat casiB, 
why should he now pretend that tliis is his first 
visit ?" 

I 

" Henaay have powerful reasons for such* 
mode of conciuct," answered Felix ; " we .know 
Opt how far his actipns^^ during such an excur3i()!D, 
niight at this time warrant a coofession of it". 



Osmond appeared forcibly struck with Uiisj 
observation, and was again silent. After some 
time^ he suddenly exclaimed ; ^y A thought has at 
this moment occurred to me which may perhaps 
be serviceable to us. Onslow's mother is not en* 
^ tirely unknown to me ; from her much informa- 
lion may be procured. I will see her imnoedi^ 
ately, and you shall know -the result in a fevt^ 
hours." 

E^rlvinv gladly accepted this offer, and pro--" 
mised to remain, at home for his return. Os — 
mond's principal aim was, for the present, to pre^ 
vent an interview taking place between Julia and 
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her husband, which he was aware might pioduce 
explanations that would at once discover his per- 
fidy, and bring upon him the vengeance of Earl- 
vin. He therefore proposed that Felix should 
wait for him at u tavern in the neisjhbour- 

» ' ■ ■- . " ' 

hood, observing, that it would not be policy for 
him to' return to his own house till he had re- 
ceived nnore decided and accurate information . as 
to his wife's conduct. Felix immediately acqui- 
esced in this arrangement, and took his leave, un- 
der emotions more violent and agonising than he 
bad iever before experienced ; while' Osmond ex- 
i;^ltingly proceeded with tl^dse plans he had alre'a- 
dy commenced with suph apparent success. 
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CHAPTER IX 



NARRATIONS OF THE PAST> AND ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR THE FUTURE. 



Jealousy> like the other passions of the hummi 
mind, is often diversified with many different 
shades.' The variations it assumes are produced 
from certain marked and prominent features of 
character, to be discovered in those who are sub- 
ject to its influence. The open-hearted, and the 
benevolent, are not invulnerable to this passion, 
which is so generally observed in thevindictiveahd 
the cruel. But the feelings it excites, and the ac- 
tions Uiey produce, are of a very different nature 
and complexion. Trembling anxiety for the, pre- 
servation of that we dearly love, mM call forth 
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alarms and suspicions of deprivation, * which an 
object of less interest and value would never ere- 

ate« Yet similar sensations may be generated 

» 

from a strong susceptibility to the shame or de- 
gradation of being supplanted in the affections of 
one, from whom a separation in any other way 
would occasion neither sorrow nor regret. Dread 
of contempt or ridicule ; a pride of superiority ; a 
tenacity of insult, or an enthusiastic affection^ 
with many other causes, in their nature the most 
opposite, are each capable, under certain circum- 
^aaces, of producing one general effect, -which w« 
denominate jealousy. The actions of an iiidivir 
dual under the influence of this f^tal delirium, ar^ 
the only means we possess of forming evQn a con* 
jecture on its source, or of estimating those pe* 
culiar traits of character that are sometimes deve* 
loped by powerful emotions. And even these 
iiseans gradually decrease as the paroxysms be^ 
come stronger; till at a certain height they to- 
tally /ail, and nothing is to be distinguished but 
acts of ferocious barbarity. It has been already 
related, that Felix Earlvin retired to the<x)untrY 
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immediately on his tnarriage : a more fortunate 
arrangement for the Security of hi? happiness 
could not have taken place ; he escaped, at ^mce; 
from those scenes that were likely to aiiimate the 
dormant seeds of a passion Vhicb from peculiar 
eircutnstances, he had imbibed in very early life, 
iStill under a situation thus favourable ta his feli* 
city, there were moments when, in certain de- 
grees, it was excited, but from causes so insigni- 
ficant, that the effects were merely transient^ and 
a few hours were sufficient to restore him to his 
usual serenity and good humour. During these 
intervals, there was no difficulty in tracing his 
affection for the object that created his alarm. 
An' anxiety to soothe Ihe uneasiness, which an |' 
abrupt or unkind sentence from him would some- 
times occasion her, almost instantaneously follow- 
ed the impulse that ur^d him to utter it. At* 
hour's reflection would convince him of his inju^"* 
tice, arid call forth his contrition. The gener^J 
tenderness of his behaviour towards his wife, ao^cJ 
his love for his children, were obscured but for at"! 
instant; a smile, a tear, or an embrace from ei- 
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ther of them, were capable of chasing the fiend 
from his hosom^ and calling him to a sense of his 
happiness^ Such were the general terminations 
of the slight effects he experienced during his 
retirement ; and although they, at intervals, cast 
a shade over the more amiable parts of his cha- 
racter, yet they were never sufficiently powerful 
to obscure them. 

His removal to London, unfortunately^ placed 
him in situations most dangerous to the repose 
and tranquillity of a jealous husband. The 
events that now occurred, were of a very differ- 
ent description to those whidh had hitherto affect- 
ed him. They followed close upon ^ach other*; 
they seemed in some points connected, and re** 
guired explanations of her, from whom^ of all 
others, he most dreaded to demand them. 

Osmond having accomplished one of bis prin- 
cipal points of attainment, by preventing an inter- 
view taking place between Earlvkr and his wife 
for some hours, began to consider bow he shQuld 
loake the best use of this intervaU That the 
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reader may be enabled to appreciate the poMcy of 
bis proceedings, it is requisite he should he made 
acquainted with the circumstances which formed 
a ground-work for them. 

The information conveyed to Earlvin by the 
industry of Parrot, relative to Onslow and his 
mother, was, as Osmond affirmed to the former, 
generally correct. Mrs. Lorimer, a woman of 
strong mind, but licentious principles, was disco- 
vered by her son on his arrival in England from 
the West Indies, under the most disgraceful cir- 
cumstances. This young man had been nomi- 
nated by his late benefactor as executor to his 
will, in conjunction with Mr. Osmond, without 
whose advice and approbation (by a. peculiar 
clause in the; instrument), he was unable to acJt. 
It therefore became absolutely necessary^ that, as 
'toon as certain ^arrangements would allow him to 
leave Jadfiaida, he should join the person \irhdse 
coftcurredce was to be procured on every pcArt 
relativef to the affairs of the deceased* Young 
<Onslow was somewhat surprised itt such extracNr^ 
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(Uotry piokrers beiog invested in a men with whose 
Qafiije b^ ^i^s evea unacquainted. On his arrival ijci 
England, hQw^evev, and during, bb first interyitgjy 
with Q$nJiOnd, he was made acquainted with qir- 
€ttii^tances that explained the royMery. He wa3 
ly^twise inf(^med of particular$ relating to hi? 
OWQ family and aiffairs, which the reserve and 
ddioacy of hi^ patron hf^^d ca,uUously concealed 
^om him, Osmond was the brother of Mr. 
St^ellsford's (Second wi^.; be quitted Japnaica 
awhehia yQting man, and Mr. Wellgford commit- 
ted Co his care bis infant daughter, who died ft 
ii^ imoi^tfas after her arrival in JBngland. A 
/principal jmrt of the fortune of the deceased wa3 
bequee^tbed to Onslow under the stipulation of a 
limited time to discdyer the legal heiress U> his 
pofisessicfois, a dai^hter by his first wife; and 
fMTOiidded such claims were made good, he ^as 
only eodtted to five thousand pounds, and an an- 
nuity ic^.fiye. hundred. Mr. Osmond and Mrs. 
iLorimer were also subject to a deprivation of 
lai^ge legacies by the same clause; but as the 
means to be adopted for discovering the lieiress 

X 2 
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Mere left entirely to the discretion of Uie execu-* 
tors^ and as the dme allowed was only eighteen 
months from the -funeral of the deceased (six of 
/which had elapsed on Onslow's arrival in £ng^ 
land), there was but little probability of their 
interests being affected by such an event. Mrs. 
Lbritner was made acquainted with the property 
bequeathed to her, and thef peculiar conditions at^ 
tached to the legacy, by ai letter from her Son, 
that came to her htods only a few days before his 
arrival at Bristol. She was at this period little 
better than a wandering pauper ; the anaiiitj 
iVIr. tVeltsfor^ had regularly allowed her, was ge- 
nerally dissipated a few weeks after she recmed 
it. OnslOH^ waiteid some days at Bristol, ^under 
the anxious expectation of meeting his mother^ 
agi^e^ably to the arrangements he had formed 
for that purpose, and communicated to her ia 
hh letterv The delay, however, that occurred 
in the delivery of it, owing to Mrs. Lorinier's 
unsettled mode of life, prevented her arriving 
at Bristol tilL two days after her son had quitted 
that city. In a packet which he left for her at 
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thic post-office, he explained his reasons for l^av-. 
ing Bristol so abruptly, and named an inn in the 
town of Monmouth, where, he requested she 
would foUow him. Onslow, immediately on his 
arrival there, . had an interview with Mr. Os- : 
ipond; the business in which they were jointly 
X concerned was commenced, and continued in se- 
veral other meetings that followed. During these 
interviews, the latter had various opportunities for 
studying the character #f his young associate ; 
and the opinions he formed, served, in a great 
measure, to regulate his future conduct. He 
discovered in him some .very prominent and op- 
posite traits of character. He was open, and li- 
beral ; ardent in his pursuits, and warm in his at- 
tachments : but he was a voluptuary in those 
pleasures that lead to the most dangerous ex- 
cesses, and sensitive only to the happiness of 
others when it did not interfere with his own. 
Through the mistaken indulgence of Mr. Wells- 
ford^ he had enjoyed, from his earliest years, an 
unbounded freedom in his inclinations, which, in 
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his prc^ess towards manhood, rendered bitH im« 
patient of control, and produced a remturkablc 
obstinacy in the attainment of his wishes. He' 
could feel acutely, and be generous even to pro* 
fusion ; but where self-gratification interfered with 
his virtues, they were no longer to be pfesefV- 
ed, and the best parts of his character became 
obscured. 

One of the first poiits that claimed their at- 
tention in the business which brought them to* 
gether, was the clause that excluded their princi- 
pal claims on the estate of the deceased, in favour 
of an unknown heiress. In their very first con- 
versation on this part of Mr. Wellsford's will, 
O^islbw observed, he had a circumstance to corA-* 
municate, which might probably lead to the dis^ 
eovery of the child for whom their departed 
friend had so liberally protided. 

Osmond, although well disciplined m the Art 
of finesse, was incapable of concealing his emo- 



tions as he listened to this introductory re- 
mark ; he however remained silent, and made 
every exertion to resume his composure. 

" It was but a few weeks before our friend's? 
death/' said Onslow, " as I was one evening 
reading under a yiranda that shaded the entrance 
of his pavilion, a pale, feeble, and emaciated 
figure suddenly stood before me. He seemed to 
walk with difficulty; apd, having seated himself 
on a stone step close to my feet, he requested a 
draught of water from a spring he perceived with- 
in the palisades of the garden. I immediately 
ordered a servant to take him a pitcher of the 
water, but, before he arrived with it, the man 
had fainted. After a short interval he recovered,- 
and was conveyed into a chamber on the groundr 
floor of the building. The physician who attend*^ 
ed Mr. Wellsford was in the house ; I requested 
he would give me his opinion of the stranger, and 
was much surprised at the serious apprehensions 
he entertained for his life. It now became neees^ 
sary that some inquiries should be made of %iax 
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as to the place of his residence, that he might bo 
conveyed to it with as Utile delay as possible. 
In his replies, there was an alarm and embarrass* 
ment which created some suspicion of his cha- 
racter, and I determined that he should be im- 
mediately removed. While giving my directions 
for this purpose, I chanced to utter the name <rf 
Mr. Wellsford ; the stranger became instantly 
agitated in a very uncommon degree, and desired 
that he might speak to the gentleman I had 
mentioned. This request was, of course, re-^ 
fused ; and, after some hesitation, be begged I 
would allow him the liberty of saying a few words 
to me in private. I ordered the servant to leave 
the apartment, when, taking a packet of papers 
from his pocket, he informed me his name was 
Felton ; that, in the ^arly part of his life, he had 
entered into a militia regipent, which bad volun* 
teeted its services on the continent. That op his 
return to his native country he obtained his dis- 
charge, and, shortly after, engaged himself as a 
servant to a man of the name of Roseville, who 
had held a commission in a West India re^ment 
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recently disbanded. Captain Roseville was con- 
sidered as a person of desperate fortune ; he ap- 
peared to have no family, frequented the most 
notorious gambling-houses, and was continually 
changing his lodging to escape his creditors. Un- 
der these circumstance^, the morals of the servant 
Wiere very soon reduced to a level with those of 
his naaster. He enjoyed the same pleasures, fell 
into the same vices, and was very shortly harass-- 
ed with similar embarrasjuiients. His resources, 
bpwever, were not so various, and his affairs be- 
came desperate ; when one night, having received 
in trust a portmanteau of Captain Roseville's, for 
the purpose of removing it to more convenient 
apartments, he was tempted, by means of a key 
in his possession, to examine the inside. The 
[Captain had been enabled, from a run of good 
fortune the night before, to place in this reposi- 
tory a very considerable sum of mopey^ and the 
servant , not being capable of withBtandi^g so 
powerful a temptation, to supply his necessities, 
suddenly decamped with its contents, and, having 
ioined some smugglers with whom he had former- 
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ly been conniected, escaped to Calais in less than 
four and twenty hours. The property he had 
stolen, Was, in a few months, dissipated in the 
most licentious and abandoned societies of Paris, 
when, again urged by the terrors of punishment, he 
fled to Naples, and continued for some yeai's a se- 
ries of depredations equally infamous and notoinous. 
In the portmanteau he had stolen from Captain 
Roseyille, were several articles besides the money 
that had urged him to the theft ; the principal part 
of th^m, from motives of policy, he destroyed ; 
but amoi^ those he preserved, were a packet of 
letters, the contents of which he did not examine. 
After varioQs sufferings and hardships, he was 
reduced to a sense of his errors, and resolved, 
for the future, to procure a subsistence by those 
means of honest industry, that were still within 
bis power. He worked his passage home to his 
native (Country on board of an English ship, the 
captain 6f whi(^h recommended him to a service 
in London. The effects of an irregular life, how- 
€jver, became every day more perceptible in his 
constitution, and the pangs of bodily disease in- 
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creased the sensations of anguish bis reflections 
on bis paS(t vices always called forth. He made 
inquiries aftqr bis former master, Captain Rose- 
ville, and understood be was no more. This in^ 
telligence seemed to add to bis remorse, and bis 
mind became harassed with the most gloomy an-^ 
ticipations of the future. His appetite failed bhn^ 
and his sleepless nights were passed in reveries 
which augmented his despair. He now, for the 
first tinbe, read over the papers be so unwar- 
rantably possessed. They were a series of 
letters between the late Captain Koseville and 
the wife of a Weilt India planter, who had eloped 
with him from Jamaica^ and who bad died a few 
months after their arrival in England. These 
letters were looked upon by Felton as lawful me- 
morials of bis former crimes. He gazed upon 
them for hours together in silent agony, while he 
regretted that it was now impossible to restore 
them to him who bad been so unjustly deprived 
of thedn. Under this state of mind, be was sud- 
denly called upon to attend his master to the 
isldnd df St. Domingo* The latter died during 
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the voyage, and Felton received the small sum 
that was due to him for wages, from the captain 
of the vessel, who was the intimate friend and 
executor of the deceased. He was also inform- 
ed he might either proceed to St. Domingo, or 
land at Jamaica, where there was a greater pro- 
bability of his meeting with a ship bound to Eng- 
land. This proposal immediately called to bis 
mind the name of the planter whose wife had 
eloped with Roseville, and who was an inhabitant 
of Jamaica. He considered, that if he was still 
living, and a resident in the same island, the let- 
ters might now be placed in his hands. The idea 
was perhaps wild and fanciful, but his wretched- 
ness was only to be relieved by hopes of atone- 
ment for his past vices, however trivial and un- 
certain. He had no sooner landed at Jamaica 
than he was seized with a fever which confined 
him for two months ; the physician who attended 
him gave no hopes of his recovery, and even pro- 
nounced this, opinion at a time when he had ac- 
quired sufficient strength to leave his bed and 
walk without assistance. Still the project he had 
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formed of restoring the letters he possessed, oc- 
cupied all his thoughts. The hopes of accom^ 
plishing this end, bad aided him to support the 
pangs of bodily di^ase, and soothed him in mo** 
ments of agony, wbeahe was insensible to other 
consolation. The name of our firiend ^as so well 
known, that, his first inquiries were satisfactory^ 
^ven in an obscure part of the island; Mr. 
Wellsford was the planter whose wife had been 
seduced by Rose ville, and, towards his residencCi 
the weak and debilitated Felton began his jour- 
ney. He had a distance of many miles to travel, 
but his anxiety to. fulfil what he considered as the 
last mbral duty he was capable of performing, 
seemed to inspire him with the strength and 
vigour it required. After several weeks of pain* 
fui exertion, he sunk exhausted with fatigue and 
sickness before the door of the house, where he 
had so long and so ardently wished to arrive. 
Overcome with the recital of these particulars^ 
^which occupied k considerate time, from the 
difficulty he experienced in relating them, he again 
fainted, and^ on his recovery, earnestly requested 
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with me last night were of too interesting a na* 
ture not to claihn my immediate attention. I 
carefully read them before I retired to rest. In- 
deed I had a confused recollection of the name 
of Roseville, even at the moment you mentioned 
it^ but I now perfectly remembier a man with that 
appellation, who, I have very little d6ubt>) was 
the person alluded to in these letters. Mr. 
• Wellsford was unknown to me at the period of 
his first wife's elopement, and, during our subse- 
quent intimacy, he never entiered into any parti- 
culars of that event. Some few years after my 
arrival in England from Jamaica, Captain Rose- 
'ville was well known in London, as a dissipated 
fasbidimble character ; and was still more notori- 
ous, by possessing a very handsomeidaughter, whom 
be educated with a degree of care and propriety 
somewhat remarkable 1for one so catetes^ of his 
own reputation. ' The beauty and amiable, qualir 
ties of this young lady surmounted the disadvan* 
tages (^ her family connexion, and, in a short 
time after the death of her father, she married a 
gentleman of very large fortune and respectable 



JtALOUSY. 321 

character. He has considerable estates in the 
county of Monmouthshire, and is, indeed, during 
a great part of the year, a resident : in this neigh* 
bourhood.'* 

^\ These are most fortunate circumstai\ces," 
exclaimed Onslow : "the lady's information re* 
^pecting the affairs of her late father, may be of in>» 
finite service to us." 

^' It is on that subject I wished to consult with 
you/* replied Osmond, " and I must now, sir, 
claim your attention for a few minutes to some 
observatiops it is necessary I should impart to 
you. Mr. Earlvin, the husband of the lady of 
"whom we have been speaking, is well known to 
me. Since hb setttenient ih this county, we have 
been on terms of intimacy and friendship, which 
has, of course, afforded me various opportunities 
of estimating his character. He is a man of the 
most strict honour and liberal principles; but 
there are some few i^ngularities in his disposition^ 
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which ahn at his happiaess, and cast a shade OTet 
his Tirtues. He is, unfortuoatdj, d a jealous 
and suspicious temper ; tremblbgly alive to feel^ 
ings which agonise him with apprehensions of dis^ 
grace, and destroy the enjoyment of present hap^ 
pioesSy by the anticipation of future eril* You 
will easily conceire the anxiety of snch a tnmn for 
the actions of those who are so far Connected 
with him, as to involve his reputation id the errori 
or vices they may commit. Although he must, 
in some degree, have been acqudnted with the 
character of Roseville, yet I am doubtfal whe- 
ther his knowledge of it extended' to a full convio^ 
tlon of his villany . It is probable the circiim^ 
stances we have discovered, from the possession 
of these letters, are entirely unknown to him; 
and^ I must confess, that, in ^ opini<in, the 
communication can effect no good purpose,, but 
may be the means of creating some uneasiotss 
b€;tween him and Mrs« Earivin. At all eventi^ 
it would, I conceive, be mosi prudent to have 
a conference with that ladjr on tbe sals^a^t^ i^ 



fore we fiotirey a i^rifes of aKi^cdotes to her 
bysbahd^ v^bioh can now in no way concern him^ 
but by castbg an odium oh the patent ef bii^ 
wife." 

Onslow perfectly acquiesced in the pro- 
priety of these temarkd, attd Osmonil proeeed* 



"I fltiust Acknowledge, tifadet* the cifcutti- 
Btatlc6s in which I stand With the family, it 
if<rOuld be more grateftil to my feelings could I 
tttoage W keep cteaf of any personii intei^- 
ftrence in this affair. It Would be no^difii^ 
Cult matter, my young friend, for you to procure 
tk f)rivate interview with Mrs. Earivin during one 
of her htiSband's evening walks ; you can merely 
relate to her the substance of the letters yoii pos- 
M^i^, and put those necessaify questions as to the 
^hiM of 6\}f kte friend, which we are bound tb 
ask, though there k not the least probability of 
fter being able to answer them.'^ 

Y 2 
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Onslow readily consented to take this part of 
the business upon himself, and immediately dis- 
patcHed a note to Mrs. Earlvin, entreating a few 
minutes' private conversation with her, at any 
lime she might choose to appoint. 

It b likely tliat she would instantly have re^ 
fused a request of this kind from one who was 
entirely unknown to her, had not the letter 
contained some Iiints as * to the subject of the 
interview. Aware of those traits in her bus* 
band's character, which so materially interfered 
with their happiness,- her alarn\s were excited 
by every event connected jvilh the affairs of 
her late father, and likely to remind him of the 
disgrace attached to his character. Under the 
influence of these' fears, she imprudently ap- 
pointed an hour for the visit, when- she knew 
her husband would be absent. The precautions 
taken by Onslow to escape the observation of 
Earlvin, rendered the appearance of the interview 
still more mysterious, and tlie uncertainty of coq- 
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cealment^ under such circumstance^, was fully 
verified in the subsequent relation of the event 
by his servant, . 

* 
Julia listened to Onslow's narrative concern- 
ing the letters, he produced, with more regret 
tlian astonishment She had little doubt but her 
father had been guilty of the erroi^s their contents 
seemed to impute to him, not only from the pain- 
ful remembrance of those parts of his. conduct 
she bad herself witnessed, but from various ob- 
ficure hints she had formerly received of . his 
amour in the West Indies. To the inquiries, 
however, relative tq Mr. WeHsford's child, which 
formed the principal subject of Onslow's visit, 
she was unable to give any answer. The few 
unconnected anecdotes related to her in the 
early part of life, by those on whose authority 
Uttle dependence could be placed, contained no 
mention of a child Jhaving accompanied the fu- 
^tives to ^England, nor was she acquainted with 
any circumstances that could warrant such a sup^ 
position. 
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to London^ it is likely he was influenced by bis 
fears of , their consaoguii^ity being discovered, yet| 
it is equally probable, that her vices were the 
principal cause of his anxiety on thb pmnt. 

On the following day, he gave Mr. Osmond 

( ' ■ 

a faithful description of both the interviews in 
which be had been engaged the evening before ; 
while in his account of that with Mrs. Earlvin, 
he mentioned his having left with her the letters 
of the late Captain Roseville; under a conviction, 

i 

that she had now the best right to possess them. 

Osmond was unable to conceal his chagrin and 

■ • ■ ' - ' ,'■*■■" 

disappointment at this intelligence ; he intimated, 

that he should have been consulted on the pro- 

priety of such an act, and expressed a degree of 

alarm on the consequences that might ^result frojn 

it, which somewhat surprised his associate. 

The meetings that had hitherto taken place 
between Onslow and Osmond, were conducted 
with as much privacy as the latter could possibly 
preserve, without haf2sarding offence to his cdU 
league, who bad certainly ^very- reason to sup* 
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pose^ tfiat the business in which they ^ere en* 
gaged, required neither secrecy nor concealment 
He bady as yet, seen none of the doniestics, but 
the one who conducted him in and out of the 
house; nor had Osmond, during their various' 
conversations, ever mentioned that he had a young 
female under his* guardianship. After the prin- 
cipal parts of their business were arranged, On- 
glow named the day he had fixed to proceed to 
London, when Mr. Osmond, for the first time, 
requested he would favour him with his company 
to dinner. They dined alone ; but, either from 
chance or design, the guest was afterwards io^ 
vited to walk round the pleasure-grounds, and con- 
ducted to a spot where Caroline was seated with 
a book, unconscious of their approach. Her con- 
fusion, on so suddenly perceiving a stranger, did 
not perhaps lessen' her charms in the eyes of the 
West Indian, whose apology for his intrudon 
served as an introduction to farther' conversation.^ 
Osmcmd,^ although in general extremely tena- 
cious of bis ward's appearance before the few per- 
sons by whom he was visited, on this occasion 
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4e3ired ahe would prepnre tea for them cm tbeir 
rotum. Th^ extreme susQeptibility of his vbitor 
to fe(i)9]e beauty waa marked by him diiriDg Uu5 
interview with peculiar satisfaction; every species 
of finesse within his power were put in practice, 
to ioaprovev those impressions be conceived she had 
already made upon his heart; and so well did 
they succeed, that the day after Onslow's de« 
parture from Monmouth, Osmond received bis 
formal proposals for her hand. In his answer to 
this letter, he freely acknowledged the pleasure 
it gave him, while he intimated,, that no doubt 
could be entertained of bis ward's compliance to 
his wishes. He, however, requested Mr. Onslow 
would defer an explanation of his sentiments till 
their arrival in London, where he might expect 
them in a few days, for the express purpose of 
forwarding an alliance that received his most cor-' 
dial approbation. In consequence of this arrange* 
Bsent, be suddenly required his ward to pre^ 
pare for her departure, which he now considered 
BK>re urgently necessary, frqm the accident whkh 
had introduced young Herbert to her notice. 
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His very great anxiety for het union with Onslow 
was generally considered to arise from bis know- 
ledge of the large fortune he was likely to pos- 
8e3s, Osmond's conduct, however, towards his 
ward, had never evinced fiu^dent interest in her 
welfare to authorise an opinion that he was actu- 
ated by motives to promote her happiness or 
prpppfrity. 
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CHAPTER X. 



THE DESPERATE PLANS OF A DESPERATE 

MAN. 



Osmond, immediately after Earlvin*s departure, 
dispatched a note to Onslow, requesting he would 
meet him at Mrs. Lorimer's lodgings on an affair 
of the most urgent importance. In the course of 
half an hour he proceeded himself to the appoint- 
ed place, and, having delivered his name to a 
servant who answered the door, he was conducted 
to an apartment on the first floor, and requested 
to be seated for a few minutes, when the lady for 
w^hom he inquired* would be ready to see him. 
The condition, of the house and furniture in- 
dicated the description of person to whom he 



^vas about to introduce himself. There was an 
appearance of wasteful extravagance and slovenly 
neglect in every article. No part seemed to have 
been cleared or cleaned since the last night's 
supper. A large table was placed in the middle 
of the room covered with bottles, and glasses half- 
filled with several kinds of liquor; and fruit and 
broken biscuits were scattered over it in various 
directions. The window-shutters were nearly 
closed, and the sashes so covered with dust, that the 
light was obscured in those parts which w6re open 
to receive it. Osmond waited it considerable time 
before Mrs. Lorimer entered the apartment. She 
was wrapped up in a half-dirty muslin morniog^ 
dress, with her hair in disorder, and her cheeks 
rouged. She possessed neither the attributes of 
youth nor beauty to lessen the aversion her charac- 
ter excited. There were, however, at times, a 
degree of §i;cpression in her face, that indicated 
the remains of a strong min^l ; her step was still 
firm, and her voiqe masculine. The effects of a 
dissolute life (as exhibited in the person and man- 
jier? of Mrs. Lorimer), wpre calculated to en- 
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courage virtud^ by exciting a disguBt foit vice. 
The idfluence of such d.n exumple is perhaps m^^ 
creafied, by a want of that fiunSiarity wdii its 
appehraticdy which detntcts from the foree of first 
knpressiodS. It is m some degree toothing to 
humanity^ that old age is not often utiaccotUp*^ 
liied by fedings and reflections creditable to iti 
state, and best suited to its happiness. HowevM 
seduced in the early part of existence, into errors 
and Tides that bring with tbem their own punish* 
ment, there is an epoch when decay arid infi^ 
ffiity produce conviction of past guilty and creattf 
thoughts on the future. A deviation from stich 
results becomes more kwful to the spectator^ 
under a consideration of its variance with the 
effects usually presented to him. 

Osmond had studied the character of the peiF* 
, «oifi with whom he was now about to engage ad 
a colleague ; and his discernment enabled him to 
open the business of his visit in a manner most 
likely to answer his purposes. Nothing would 
have urged him to have admitted this womaft f^ 
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bis GonfidetiGe/ but the dangdraus sHuatiGn ir> 
which be wad plaice^ by th^ rel&h and premature 
dlBOorery of hid passion to Mrs*. £arltin« H^ 
weU knew that the fatal consequences of bis impru** 
dttm eodld only be abviated by schemes and 
arrangeitoents which required the assistai^e of 
othffTs, and mmt niattrially endangered his own 
aecudty. 

To Mrs; Lorimer^s inquiries relative to th« 
business he had to connmunicate, he thus replied : 
^1 The sctbject^ madam^ is of an intipoftance that 
JMdtnfte of neither delay tor apology for the abrupt 
aiaiKtef in which I am necessitated to in^odace 
it. Your servant has no doubt acquainted you 
with my name ; I believe it is not altogether un- 
ki>0wn to you." 

Mr*. Loriiftef Hstefi^ to this preface ttith as- 
tonishment, and Osmond proceeded : — 

" You have already bei^n informed, madam, 
ft^m kUf r» and personal interviews with your 
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80D| of the very large legacy bequeathed to yotn 
(under certain stipulations) by the late Mr. 
Wellsford of Jamaica. 1 have been given to 
understand that a copy of the will was for* 
warded to you from the West Indies' a few weeks 
after the death of the testator. You mustj there- 
fore^ perfectly comprehend the precise terms on 
which the possession of this property depends^ as 
well as the time limited for those discovecies which 
would deprive you of it." 

•v. 

\ 

" Perfectly/* answered Mrs. Lorimer ; ^* and 
the very short interval that now remains to the 
Expiration of this time, reduces the diance of 
my claims almost to security.'' 

"I regret,'' replied Osmond, "you have 
formed such opinions. I am sorry to state, that 
the purpose of my present visit is to prove they 
are fallacious." 



" Sir," interrupted Mrs. Lorimer, " if you 
suppose, either from my sex, my age, or circum* 
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stances, that I am to be imposed upon by an as^ 
sertion equally vague and ridiculous, you are 
grbs^y deceived. Under all the imaginary dis- 
advantages you mqiy attach to my situation; I 
am still capable of discoverbg imposition and 

maiiltaining my own rights/^ 

- ■ ■ • ■ . • ... 

. " You will recollect, Mrs. Lorimer," answer- 
ed Osmond, *^ that in this particular affair our 
interests are mutual, and our deprivations equals 
The same circumstances which may prievent you 
from receiving ten thousand pounds, will deprive 
me of the like suhl Under these considerations, 
my veracity, I should conceive, cannot be suspect- 
ed, any more than my inclination to oppose that 
part of Mr. Wellsford's will I have perhaps rea- 
son to consider as unjust.'* 

• * * 

Mrs. LcMimer seemed conciliated by theso 
remarks, while her anxiety for farther explanar 
tion was still evident in her countenance. 

** On my arrival ia England, madam," coof 
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tihued Osmond, ^^ from the West Indies^ about 
dghteen. years ago^ I was accompani^ by^ the 
itifont daughter of my brother-m4aifr £th^ lata 
Mr. Wellsford), who was ordered by her phytic 
cians to be removed to this country, but wto 
survived only a few months after she lafided in il^ 
A short time after her decease, chance l^d me to 
the village in which Captain Roseville, tiie s^u* 
cer of Mr* Wellsford's first wife, resided. T^ 
lodged for a considerable time under the SttiM 
if oof unknown to each other. His circumstaiHeesr 
#ere embarrassed, and he was necessitated tii^ 

4 

conceal himself within the precincts of his ImmMtt 
abode. A female child, between three and fOdf 
years old, lived with him in this retreat I wad 
afterwards informed that Mrs. Wellsford bad 
died near the spot, and' was considered by the 
few inhabitants of. the place as his wife, while 
the child was generafly looked upon as their 
(fciughtef . My concerns detained ' me in that 
part of the cMjntry for some months ; durfiig 
which, Roseville laboured under extreme ill 
Bferith, arid wias informed by the iipothecary whq 
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iftbaded him, that no hopes could bd ffveti oi 
Mf tecoVery. On receiving this intelligence, he 
desired to be left alone, , that he might make some 
dbp^tnorandums that were of the most important 
tj^sequence. He afterwards requested that I 
Wtttild attend hiiii in his chamber, and he pre?- 
s^nted to me thfe writing on which he had beeo 
employed. It contained a declaration that the 
€hlld who resided with him was the daughter of 
a West India planter, whose wife he had sdr 
duced ; and that it was his earnest wish the in?- 
SiXit might be conveyed back to her parent with 
aSl {Possible expedition after his decease. Thii^ 
paper he formally attested before me and another 
person who resided in the neighbourhood. ,A 
few days after; his disorder assumed a more fa* 
Vourable turn^ and, in the course of a fortnight, 
he was declared out of danger. Whether th6 
fijSr of his conduct being made public,, pr hi* 
plinrtiality towards the child, served to influence 
his actions after his recovery, it is impossiUe ,tO 
ascertain; but it was evidently his wish to baxyM 
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oblivion the confession he had so recently made« 
My promise, as you may suppose, was easily ob«> 
tained on this point, but the other witness who 
bad been intrusted with the instrument, which 
Roseville was most anxious to secure, was him* 
.self on a bed of sickness, and labouring under a 
state of delirium that precluded all kind of ap* 
plicafion oh ' the subject. The t$ubsequent re<' 
moval of thi» person to a place of confinement for 
lunatics, ^ve Roseville an opportunity of making 
iriquii4e3 c^ those who were intrusted with his 
affairs. He was even permitted to search among 
his papers for the document he so ardently wish? 
ed to possess, but was unable to discover it ; hf 
therefore considered that it must have been de* 
itroyed during the first paroxysms of his disei^, 
and congratulated himself on the security chance 
hioLd so happily effected for him.. Having tbere^ 
ibre, as far as was in his power, obtained my. 
secrecy, Roseville removed ii^to a distant couo* 
ty, where his adopted daughter r^c^ved from 
^iUa attentions and indulgiences most likely t« 
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secure her affecitions. I must acknowledge, * that 
fiiy ^rcumstances, at this period, were such as 
orged me to took with some anxiety towards a 
succession to Mr. Weltsford's fortune. He ap- 
peared in a declining 3tate of health, and I had 
stf(mg reasons for supposing that he considered 
me as his heir, provided: the child by his first wife 
i^mained undiscovered. Under these consider* 
ations I carefully maintained the silence that was 
imposed upon me by Roseville, without any sus- 
fiicibii on his part of the motives by which I was 
iiifluenc^. The adoprtion of your son by Mr. 
.Wellsford reduced my expectations on his forr 
tune; but the increase of my own property af- 
ier a ;few yeaies^ rendered the disappointment of 
iittle corlsequericei. ' Yet I stHl wished, to pre- 
serve the secret I possessed, and which, after 
th€ death of Roseville, seemed confined to my 
own bosom. I was well aware that a disco- 
very could not be made, without its leading to 
^ those particular details that must have disclosed 
the time I had concealed it. I am still urged by 
^ sam^ rieasons, and have lately received infor- 
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mation which hsLS renewed my anxiety and akuna^ 
I have been given to ' understand from one tm ' 
whbse authority I can depend, that the man wto 
witnessed Rosevilles confession, and to whoae 
care the written declaration was intrusted, is 3til) 
living, and has actually been making inquims 
relative to the event in the very village wter^ \]| 
tocd^ jdace.'' 

Mrs. I^orimer s countenanoe stroi^y express^ 
ed the feelings this information excited. There 
were circumstances witbip her own inowled^ 
that seemed to confirm ^e truth of Osmond^ 
fitfitement ; but the most considerable proof of its 
accuracy was an apparent want of aU motive i!0(t 
the invention 'of a talk in which his own interest 
seamed so materially afi^ted.- 

" Are there no means," she exclaimed^ " to frus* 
trate ^he inquiries of this man ? Can no plan be 
adopted to bribe or threaten him into silence ?' 



^^ We might have defied his inquiries>^ r^ 
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Jp|i^d Osmond, ** but for the icaiprudeiicc of your 
son, who has placed a packet of letters in Mrs, ' 
Earlvin's possession, that contain a correspond- 
, <fl^ between RoseviUe und her mbther a short 
l^e afl^r Ijieir arrival }n Ei^glapd. These lett 
urn, tbQU^h they contain no direct ipformation m 
^ points we so uniLiou^y wish ; to conceal, yet 
^f^ calculated to inflame her ci^iosity. A thout 
fatid excuses might have been formed by Mr^ 
Oa^ow ibr preserving tiiem la b^s own hands^ 
Several o/ them are dated from the viUage tp 
ji^ch I bistve alluded, and although HospviH^ 
Tie^ded in it under a fdgned nd.me, and quitted 
iC mthout mentioning to any one the place of 
lus future abode (where he immediately resumed 
his real appellation), yet various triiSing iiiciderits 
may now draw the attention , of Mrs. Earlvin to 
^bid pafticidar' part, and ultimately Hfad to the 
«0^t important results/' ' 



tv^ 



- ♦ " A few iveeks," obs^ved Mrs, Lorimek", 
/* onty remfidn of the time which is limited by 
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Mr« Wellsford's will for the discovery t^ fait 
daughter.** 

" True/* replied Osmond ; ** but, under 
the circumstances I have just related, is it not 
probable, that within even so short a time Mrsl 
Earlvin of her husband may be induced to visit 
the very place where they would most likely dis- 
cover the man who is alone capable of advocating 
^eir cause P And tbou^ he may not possess the 
attested paper to bear out his assertions, yet with-- 
out this instrument bis tale may gain sufficient 
credit to throw the property into a course of law 
proceedings, in which a considerable part would 
be expended, and the most vexatious delay take 
place.' 
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- ^^ Any plans," exclaimed Mrs. Lorimer^ 
^^ however violent or hazardous, would be pre- 
ferable to a tame and passive submission to 
,the chances that are age^inst us» Your per^ 
sonal intimacy with Earlvin and his wife must 
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siirely Buggest seme met;bod adapted fqr oui? 
purpose.*' 

♦* My mind," answered Osmond, ** has be«n 
entirely directed to this point since I first re«^ 
ceived the intelligence Of out^ danger. I must 
cof^fess," he continued, after a pause of several 
minutes, ^^ there are plans to be adopted' whicli 
I think would insure us success, bul;^ they require 
the aid of Mr. Onslow in certain arrangementi 
liiat might not perhaps exactly accord with hip[ 

ideas of the subject 

I ■ ■ - > ■ . . . . 

" Name them,'' interrupted Mrs. Lor^er, 
^^ and leave to me the task of urging him to exe* 
cute them." 

" You have no doubt," replied Osmond^ 
^\ beea informed of those traits of jealousy and 
fuspicion in t^ character of Mr. Earlvin, which 
are equally humiliating and oppressive to a young 
jBind beautiful woman. The restless uneasiness 
imd capricious humours of a man under the iur 



$a TALES OF THE PASSIONS. 

tuenoe of thi^ piassion, we jcalculated, BOt only 
to render the home of his wife a melancholy an4 
disgusting abode, but are apt to excite- feelings 
lif wounded pride, which urge her to retaHate even 
at the expense of her honour and reputatioo^ 
My long intimacy ifi Earlvin's feimiiy has gi^^ 
me an opportunity of tracing these effects throa^ 
tegular gradations, from their first conormencof 
Inent to the present period. During their resi* 
denee in liie country, the husband scrupulouslj^ 
Avoided such society as h^ conceived likely to en^ 
danger his own happiness ; and the wife w^s ne* 
cessitated to submit to the rigour of his regula- 

> • ■ ■ 

tions, or pursue that line of conduct which would 
at once have rendered her infanious in the eyes 

» • 

of the neighbourhood, and probably have sepa^ 
ifated her from her faihily and home. On their 
firrival in London, each found themsdres under 
♦ery different circumstances. Earlvin i^as no 
longer capable of selecting his assdciates, and hii 
wife had frequent opportunities of evincbg a pre^ 
ference ior those whom she most admired. 1 hav€ 
observed her in various situations, and at moaieQti 
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when she least suspected a spy upon her actiousjr 
The result of my discoveries is a perfect cqih 
firmation of her decided partiality torw^ds Mn 
€)aslow« There is loften, Mrs. Lorimery a\€er^ 
t$im intermediate state between propriety and 
error, where tbe^ victim is, as it wejse, suspehdeit 
between two tontendii^ povvers, and it is easy to 
mark the effiscts that any trivial event would pro^ 
doce, and even lo select :tbe object in which the 
power :of itemptation is vested^ -Such symptoms 
have been so evidently manifested in Mrs. Eark- 
vin's behaviour towards. your son, that he must 
be fi^r less susceptible to: female charms than I 
havie hitherto had reason to suppose, if he has 
•lot already discovered them. In shorty madam^ 
it is my firm and decided opinion, that the conr 
quest is within his power, and that little exeitioii 
virould be required to complete it. We cannot 
certainly suppose, that a woman, whose conduct 
has hitherto been considered as correct, will make 
ihose public advances towards a man she may 
SKhnire that would be expected from a profligate. 
^ Her |>ride, her anxiety to preserve, ia some de*- 
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gree, her reputation, will restrain ter from sadi 
imprudence, and she will publicly resent those 
freedoms, to which she will privately invite him. 
Could Mr. Qnslow be prevailed upon to act with 
dedsion, could he be persuaded, by a bold and 
spirited manoeuvre, to secure this wavering beau* 
ty for a time within his own power, he would have 
every opportunity of overwhelming her with those 
violent effusions of his passion, and desperate 
assertions of his incapability to resist it, that 
would at once gratify her vanity, and form some 
excuse for her surrender. You must be aware, 
Mrs. Lorimer, that an event of this description 
would be likely to interrupt any arrangements that 
may be going forward towards the discoveries we 
have so much reason to dread, while the means 
employed would be of a kind to annihilate every 
suspicion of their origin." 

MiB. Lorimer listened to these suggestions 
with much satisfaction. She undertook tlie task 
of urging her son to the exertions they required ; 
wad the methods she proposed to adopt for her 
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^Qrfioae were a sufficient proof of the accurate 
opinions she had formed upon his character. 

♦ 
^* We must not/^ said she, ** place this bur 

siness before him in any other light than what is 

calculated to inflate his vanity, by convincing him 

4A Mrs. Earlyin's decided partiality towards him : 

the principal points in which we are interested 

piust be c^tiously concealed." 

After some farther conversation^ it was set- 
Cledyr that Osmond should not wait the/ arrival of 
Onslow, who was every npoment expected in con- 
sequence of the letter that had been forwarded to 
him. And it was also resolved, that the precise 
time for executing their, planr should be finally 
determined by tlie circumstances a few hours 
would probably produce* 

Osmond had no sooner taken leave of Mrs« 
X^rimer than he began to turn his mind towards 
those points on which it was now requisite he 
should act promptly and alone. The caution and 
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eti'cuaisp^ction diat generally cbaracterkied bifk 
actions would certainly have urg^d him; undfft ^ 
any other dilemma, to have avoided a partner or 
Ctonfidant in his designs : a single deviation, how* 
ever, from his usual coolness and foresight, hi^ 
Involved him m difficultieis which revolutioniised ^H 

■ 

his former principles of conduct, and called forth 
the mbst desperate modes of proceeding. Thi* 
hauteur that pervaded his manners implied an 
intrepid independence, yet he was tenacious of 
preserving^hose appearances of propriety which 
'increased his enjoyments, and secured hini a re^ 
spectable station in society. He was well awar* 
of the consequences a disclosure of his conduct 
from Mrs. Earlvin to her husband would {Pro- 
duce: he not only shrank from the infamy it 
would attach to his name, but was equally alarm- 
ed at the individual resentment he might expect 
from his much-injured friend. In his arrange* 
ttents with Mrs. Lorimer, he had taken as dom- 
prehensive a view of the difficulties that surround^ 
ed him as the time and circumstances would ad*^ 
mit Although the events he had related to her 
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finere pterfectly correct, and of a description to 

!. •• • . ■ ' ' ■ ■ .' '' 

stimulate her to those exertions he most desired^ 

yet, with himself, they were but secondary con- 

^derations in the plans he had formed. He caa*^ 

ttously concealed from her every particular that 

did not appear absolutely necessary for her to 

I. 

Icnow : among these was his conduct towards Mrs, 
Earlvin, the ostensible but secret spring to all 
bis actions. A inere deprivation of property^ 
however mortifying to his avarice or disappointing 
to his hopes, would never have prompted him to 
thos6 violent measures he was now about to adopt. 



Earlvin, on separating with Osmond, pro- 
ceeded towards the tavern where he had promised 
to wait the result of his inquiries. He laboured 
under emotions of mental agony, known only to , 
those who have experienced the feelings that pro- 
duce them. Although his thoughts were occu- 
pied on schemes of vengeance, they were inca- 
pable of excluding from his bosom many latent 
iensations of tenderness. Under this state of 
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mind he walked to ^the park, and threw himsell 
on one of the benches which were unoccupied. 

r 

He had remained in this situation but a few mi* 
nutes, when he was accosted by one whose voice 
and person he instantly recollected : it was Seville 
the poor poet who had so greatly interested him 
at the inn where he had slept on his journey tO; 
London. His salutation was distant and respect*^ 

« 

ful; Felix seized his hand with eagerness, while 
Seville beheld his agitation with alarm. 

" You promised to i:all upon me," said £arl- 
vin, " immediately you arrived in London. I 
flattered myself the appointment would not have 
escaped your memory." 

** I only returned from the country at a late 

» . ■ > ■ 

hour last night," replied Seville, " and I was now 
going to avail myself of your kind invitation.*^ 

" Is it possible," answered Felix, " that you 
have been wandering about the couxitiy during the 



jkite ^pomy ?tn^ cfpmfafdesa weattaer ? . §*ir€4y ^9 

ft 

tbo^ ;^lto^re frei&froiDr family tiffs and conne^ 
ions, London must now ajJpear the most desi?- 
tuble residence." 
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: "Alas! my good sir,7 replied Seville, '* it 

oft^n happeqs that^ for want pf such ties and 

^cpnpe^ioQs^ a miserable )fes.tlQssne$s is producedi 

trblch renders every plwe equally 'ifksomp and 

; uninteresting/' ; ( > 

.. . . 'i 
" The feelings that enable us to enjoy them,** 

replfefi Eiirlvih, iti 3» Mt^ipg yp*cfe "la^ an 
honour tooiir nature/! I ;,y 

" They are blessings,'' exclaimed ^e po§|, 
'' which illumine our existence with warm acid 
c^eetii^ :sui[)^ine ; t|i$y augment our happiness in 
prosperity, .axid spptbe ns under >cdainitte&r that 
defy eyeiry other species of consolation." 



5 



•f .- ■ • ■ . • . ... . - . , 



" And yet," exclajimed Earlvin^j , wbi^e^ j|«^ 



S A 
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' dboieitit; '30ci^y;^ becauss b^ depm 

"^i at a future peodd of ius exist- 

. forth $prrows t-lieir f9rnier ppa>- 

%. \ have OGcasiooedr Can the 

^ y which the want of sucfaaC* 

^ N{)eQaate for the warm and 

^ •*' \stroy8? Mark, but for 

V > \ surrounded by tbo 

^ % ^ *^ Vl with him l^ the 

\,% Vhich human na- 

^e tear of raptqr^ 

...^e as he impr^^es op 

^^<(f' paternal loye^ trace Uie 

, tiappiqess delineated in his couii> 

<ia he fondly eivbracea the mother of his 

^reo : watch him through &11 his ^aily oeci|- 

iftotis;.bU labour is sweetened by thinking cm 

Oseifbr wbofli he^ls; his food may be humble, 

it his metis are sodotli while be is o>nsdous «f 

eviviil^ ^tsifefllalty from sourctts honourable tD 

\tmdS, asd acceptable to hie God." 

.... \ ■ , . \ ' 

"Sir! sir!" exclanoed Earlvin, with a Wo- 
2aS . 



J 
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i^^tion visibly incrtaMd, '* ttle^ ai^ ttituations 
where thek influence may be considered asr a 



<^urse. 



'' Pardon me," replied Seville, " if I ob- 
^ct Co that position:, the feelings implanted m 
our nature by a benign and aU^powerfal Beings 
as the sources of our purest felicity, can never^ 
^nder any circumstances^ be productive of efi^eots 
«o opposite to. the general laws by which they ate 
regulated.** 

*^ Hav6 we Eicft kinunserable instances^^ sail 
Earlvin, ^^ where the mind is agonised even to 
madness, by a trembling sensibility to these 
feeHngii?' 



1 



:• f. 



T • ■ 1 



' ^ Biit woaia toy man of reflection>" re- 
'plied Seville, ^^ forfeit their possession, under an 
idea of escaping the pbignant sensations which 
sometimes appear to r^ult from them ? Would 
lit fly from the comforts of domestic life^ resign 



JMi^m^^ 



m 



tte yxp: of domesli^ ^oqietyi t beccMise % depm 
wdUrn 0ii them J at a future period of Jiis exists- 
ef^ei/migkt €aJl forth sprrows their fprmer ppsr 
fi^i^icnsb > ^otiid oDly hai^e oocasioaed? Cao the 
^hM JmSwMi^ fipathy which the want of such af. 
^cKi0ns pr^uceB, compensa^te for the warm and 
generous enthusiasm it destroys ? Mark| but for 
an instant, the familynnan, surrounded by the 
little, gr^ap who xire connected with him hy the 
nost fon4 .^Lod endearing ties to which human na^ 
itwre is susceptible; observe the taear of rapturp 
Itba^ will 4teal fro^ bid le^Q as he impr^es op 
iheii( cheeks^ thd kis^ ^* paternal loye^ trace &e 
expressions of happi|ie$s deUhea^d in his couxk 
,tenfwao% as he fondly ebiibraces the mother of his 
ebildrea : watch bitti through all his ^aily occph 
fft^ijQi^l; bis labour is sive^ned by tbinkiog on 
ilM^selibr ^bom he^t<)Ais; his food may be humble, 
.J^t bk meils are sociftl^ while he is c^scious etf 
derivii^i -fatal feflioity from source honourable to 

Mmadif, and acceptable to his God/' 

. \ - 

'-■' ■ ■ 

"Sir ! sirf' «xclanaed Eaiivin, with a nO* 
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lence of ismdtion that asfbdi&faed bis eomp«D»civ 
*"' you have exhibited tsi glowing. ^and^fftscin^ng 
picture of domestic happiifess^; but you have fiwp- 
grtten to observe, thkt your redeitibliUlces are^ 
ufifertundtely, oftlen reversed.: yOu ttmst be aware 
thtre are pk)rtraits equally striking to be drawn 
fi'Om domestic misery." . . .: 



i > 



' " In evety situation of lifef,** replied the ^et; 

■^^ niarikliid are subject to certain calamities that 

%iust^l)e considered as the wi^e dispensations of 

^e Prbvidenee who ^fficfls them. The loss cf 

%ri adored Hvife or child, tfe* 6eprlvi?tibn <jf a be- 

"feW^ friend,^ may occasion u$ the ntost-aoite 

*senseltibns of regret and a^ny;yeti ^ven in 

"ffifee xhorhewt^s of ahgWsH,^ tfaeFe are sk)dtbl&g re^ 

^ctiori& ib .tie'> derived - from the ^ very ; fed^^ 

tWhich '-s^i '^considered- a^s^ tbe^.^otmses i^of- oar 

^iltw^'lHow -Various are the teddern retbem^ 

iSr^ceS J©Ombii^#d tvnh oui grief! 'how xA&n k 

it calmed by.«the- recoHecUon of aioiual atla£b- 

ment, and a consciousness of having relieved 

-lliig pfed^s of tlhose uhbm we loved, by fond and 






cMiteiftrifig ytentibni! tMow ^ofted does line eoii^^ 
9d)4tron administered by one iJfecik>iiiite ' chikl 
I«Q*ur 'bafm irrto the wounds inflictjed by the 'low 
OC another \^ How often does the widowed 'pff-t 
f^fi^- after fol lowing to the grave the belovedi 
partner of his heart, reoeiye from his fiourishii^^ 
offspring the support and ^ oomfbrte so req^ii^ i^ 
for his years and infirmities i Ha& the solitary uh^ 
<H>noected man these chances for happiness or al- 
levbitions in misery ? Is hk youth illiumned witit 
such joys^ or his age sustained by such bless<^. 
logs? ' Observe him, also, during :the:progpessbe: 
stotes of existence :— 4n the morning of ^hia. life^ 
surrounded by pleasures and ainus€^9iente\>tbal^ 
have- no tie or relation with his futais proquecta ^ 
^-^in middle age, incapable of being gratifiedwitli 
those pursuits which are only interesting ' in Jtbfi 
gay and early part of it: — in the last stage — 
how well am I able to describe his feelings, his 
wants, and his sufferings !" contin^ied Seville, wfaito 
Ihs voice trembled with emotion, and he aaxiouslf 
attempted to conceal the tear that trickled down 
bis faded cbeek. • '^ Gloomy and, cheerless ai'e bis 



I 
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dcjrt; bis ittfirmkiea Teeei^e no aid but from tbdM 
nrho give il;^£tn^ cbtrity or j^ward ; he has no wi|^ 
no chUdi perhaps bo relative^ or eveo friend^ tOi 
rmider hicri tboj^e eodeturing.attentions^ whict^ fi^ 
rieyer$6 ardently felt d3 ia the hour of &iQjkne««^; 
JJH^Bsl at: such period^ bow . anxiously ^cieis J)6; 
looki ibc some. beiogy on Who^ attocboQ^pt 1^ mjlf 
rely for care and. teod^mesisiQ moments ^h^b i^ 
isvuQable to assist himself! And,. at that;awM 
orisis,. when eixpicing nature increases the pm^ 
of bodily pain, when the sight becomes dim with 
1^6 ia^t e^orts of existence, and every object 
gradiially iiedU into the shadow of deaths how: 
censolatQi^, how. desirable^ wOuld then be tte 
psdseiiee i:^ scmie beloted object, on wbc»se bosoopl 
](Mim%hibir^tfae his last; sig^, and on whose i^ 
s^&ii^ eyes might dose for eVer T' 



^ville wa^ unttble to.proeeedy wiule I^Jvifl 
§iafol/iit^o& htm Jwith in^r^ased 4gitatioa luad 






f':Tl»te are," esi4 he, *' oli)«r Kuifccs jol 



qdsery to which the fwiByHnan is subject, o^% 
poi^ant than those ypu have numerated, and^ 
^s capable of alleviation* He n*iy he tor^, 
tared by the ingratitude (^ those on whom he^ 
has fixed his affections; bis loye may be re^v-^ 
€^ with apathy, his attei^oqs iyith eoBtenip^i* 

» 

he may be disgraced by the womap he wioretf; 
dishpnoQ^-ed by a Mse friend, and^i p?^h»ps j 
duped or ; tormented by any coxcomb wb^ k VH 
clined to interfere with hiai (^joyment dr destrayt 
bis happiness." 

^^ Such drcumstances have no doubt oiscuffr 
red,'* answered Sevi^lci, ^\ hut, tiiauk He#Y^i 
th^ cannot be classed as very general ^venta jflK 
domestic life, A dispassionate pb^ei^y^ will disr 
cover, in cases of this kind, that they are fre- 
quently produced from causes in which the party 
mgst injured is i30t entirety ^fi^efe^mcensii^^ 
We often perceive a few inj^^mitie? of teniper^c;^ 
forth a series of misfortunes, that coQ|(|v$i$|trjQ#|j|v 
be expected but from the worst vices. There is 
iodeed a»e passion of the hiiman>mJi^ H»limttely 
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connected with those parts of our nature in which 

the Creator appears to have formed the principal 

sources of human felicity. How various, how 

horribie, are the efK^cts of jealousy, when it sus- 

pects thfe object it loves, and agonises its victim 

by a continual alarm of injury, while juistice and 

liumaniCy demand implicit faith and c6nfidencei 

• I .... 

How often does this passion produce the very 

erSis k anticipates, and mar every blessing within 

tht grasp of its unfortunate votary {'\ 

Earivin, incapable of supporting the feelipgs 
which these remarks excitieid, suddenly rose from 
his seat, and, faking the arm of his companion, 
dmnged the subject of their discourse, by re- 
questing he would dine with him. 

/ 

■M am, by appointnqent, to wait for a friend 
at a tavern near the Park," said he, " and you 
will oblige me, by partaking of the dinner I shM 
order there,'^ 

Seville^ after some hesitation, accepted tfae^vit- 
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lAkm^ and dley proceeded to the house. I^he Waiter 
showed them into a private room, and Felix gave„ 
directions that Mr. Osmond should be vconducted ^ 
to him kximediatdy he arrived. He carefully 
avoided a renewal of their conversation in tte; 
Park, and exerted himself to appear cheerful ;>* 
but bis spirits were visibly depressed, and, at 

* 

times, he remained silent and dejected, without 
Kstening to the conversation of his companion, or 
even replying to the observations that were ad* 
dressed to him. He drank much more than his. 
nsual quantity of wine, and, before Osmond arriv- 
ed (which was not till near nine in the evening),. he 
was in a slight state of intoxication. Seville would 
have withdrawn soon after their dinner, but Earl-. 
Tin so urgently requested him to remain,, and 
seemed so much in need of his company, that he 
was peirstiaded to comply. Osmond was astO'p 
nished and chagrined when he discovered .that 
Felix was not alone. The whole fabric of his 
schemes depended upon this interview, and a more 
unfortunate incident could not have occurred than 
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Urn iotruaion ofi a tbir4 peraoa ak wo tntical s 
jttneture. . , 

* • 

y Serille^ on his eutraocfe, again roaei to takt^ 
his leave, but 'Earlvin still detained him, and*, 
calling for more: wkie, declared neither shou^ 
depart till they had shared it between l^em. Os^j 
mond. plainly perceived that he was sq^ciently 
dtfv^ed with what be had already drank, to 
reflect but Uttle and act rashly. He drew him 
nide, and whispered he had inuch to communi'^ 
eate that required li^ey should be private. Earl^^. 
rin^r however,, under thcee fedings of cdotradk;-* 
l^n and obstinacy which are s(> generally percep* 
tible in a drunken man, stiU declared, that Sneville* 
should remain, but consented to withdraw with Os? 
moi^ iatQ another apattaijaot. With this afraa^ 
ment, the latter wais; relitttantly obliged tQ eomply^ 
and Seville jw&s requested to wadt their returti. 

Osmond. tnibrmed hite, that, agreeably to his 
proitiise ia .the .morni0g, he hpd seed Mr& Lorin 



i 
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ner, and was now con% to relate to hfni tha 
p9i*ticulars he bad collected from her. Iti t&i^ 
detail, he &bricated many falsehoods, which he^ 
artfoliy iikterwove i^itfa some truths^ and com- 
posed a narrative sufficiently plausible to- inflfartj* 
the passion of £ar}vin4o a degree of violenc<^ h# 
had never before experienced. ^ 



" My suspicions are now confirmed/' inter- 
Qipted Earlvin; ^^ his visitr to iny house immedi- 
ately on bis arrival ki England, was under a de^ 
greeof secrecy and concealment which guili only 
could have rendered necessary. But ^ery event 
that has since ixeufred ten^fi to the Sam6 end) 
his famalmrity with my wife, the very first e^eniiig 
#f hist ihtrodaddon to her; his prelPent of- the 
Cpttsquerade^ticiceis,^ and iyident ^MsappoiotdolM 
at hep absence ^om the eMertaiittDmt ; evea this 
very morning, your house was 4na^ tiie plMe^^ 
their assignation, and I beheld them in my own 
carriage triumpfaaotly an<i openly eacolttng in their 
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.: " r must conless,'' replied OBinoncI, ^* 
e^er uDwiUing I have hkberto been to ibrm <^^ 
Qions injanous to Mrs. Earlyin's charajeter, llie 
etfcumstance^ that have latcily occuired^i stag^: 
my fidth in her purity, and urg^ me (HeaweB 
lioows how ^inuch ags^aat my inclination !) to 
declare^ I am* no loi^r capable ol defendii^ 
ber.^ ' 

; *^ And yet, sir," answered Earivin, while his. 
cheek became flushed with anget, and^faia eyeS' 
darted upon. Osmond exprei<ffiions of resentmi^it 
which in some degree alarmed and di^coDcertei 
bim,> ^^ I did not, expect you would so sudd^dy 
have, become her accuser. The intelligence yoa 
baye;< collected is certainly against her.; biit.it is 
not impossible she nmf be capid^le of vincticat^ 
berself : the opportunity, you will reoi^ecti ha^ 

pot yet been allowed." 

' ■ . - > 

^* I have nothing more to say," replied 0«* 
mondy ^' but to rennhd you, my gpod friend/ tiiat 



it 
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A6 exertions I have used m this affiur were^ai 
.your fmrticiilar requesi.^ i Yonr, observation, is 
<:ertainiy jost, aM I mos^t heartily vcopgfatolate 
•yinic on the cbol and temperate manheF iu which 
»]^ seem indified to act. Philosophy^ in these 
juaHei^, has seldom been evinced, eisen rby iliose 
t^ho ibiive displayed it tinder every other xmsSbtf- 
-tiine ; but the rarity of .the virtue render it more 
commendable." i . ) 






: . Theartfol insinuations couched in these WOTda^ 
not only contained : an iddirecfc reproach towarcfo 
J^lvin for ingratilx^, but gave ai atimulus to his 
paasion, by the very arguments apparently urged 
for his consolation. The idea of having bec^ne 
an object of pity and commiseration, was calcu- 
lated to inflame and irritttte his feelings, rather 
iban td soother or compose them.* The extreiM 
agitation under which he had laboured for the 
last few hours, increased the effects generally pro- 
4faioed by inebrietyc :: he; was no longer aWe to con- 
^^1 the jagQjnisng sematipns that tortured hico; 
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lie declared he would inaaiediately demand satia^ 
£ictaoii of Onslow^ and abandon his wife for ever. 
Osmond perceived, widi exultation, that his pas^ 
sion had arrived at the paroxysm he had so ar- 
dently hoped to excite. He still, however^ pre- 
tended to caution him against rash proceeiKligs, 
while every senteilce he uttered was calcdlated to 
drive him to desperation. Earlvin's vMience kt- 
creased in proportion to the means adopted far 
that purpose by his perfidious companion, till at 
length he wrote a challenge to Onslow, demanding 
a meeting at an efarly hour the following mdrn- 
ing. Osmond agreed to accompany him, and 
proposed that Seville should be requested to leave 
'Ae letter at Onslow's lodgings. 

* ^^ He must not bertrusted with the contents,^ 
Wmd Earlvin; *' this is a matter in Which I should 

place little reliance on his secrecy.*' 

■ . •, . • 

^^ There is^ no necessity to make him ft con^ 
Mmt in the business,*' replied O^hond, ^^ nor 
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-will any ah&wer to the letter he < required,. Ony 
ilaw will be sure to receive it time enough tp 
feeep the appointment" 



He undertook to give the letter t» Sevilteiwith 

■ 

the necessary instriictionSy and prei^iled oa JBagi^ 
^in^ ito allow him to depart, witli ah apology c^ 
net returning to him himself. Far from wishiijtg 
that the subject of this letter should beiconceaii^ 
from the bearer, be was anxious that he should 
have some suspicions of the contents, under an 
idea that be would me me^tiA fo prevent ra liieet^ 
4ng, which Osmond iiever intended ta take place* 
^n the delivery of h itjxerdbre to Sreville, he con- 
trived, by oiutious ' and ambiguous : ihstcuctimitii 
to explain the business to, which it related; and, 
without waiting for any reply, be ^wished him a 
good night, and returned to Earlvin, who w» 
waiting for him in another apartment./ 



T ' 



Seville's situation wms now somewhat einbiae^ 
Fassing; his anxiety ta prevent the fatd effi^ts, 

y 

likely to be produced from the letter with wHtch 
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he was intrusted, urged him to fail in the deli- 
very of it ; but the idea of forfeiting his word, 
merely on apprehensions for which he had no po^ 
sitive grounds, causei^ him to hesitate on the con- 
duct he should pursue. At length he determined 
to leave the letter, but take tho^e precautions in 
'the morning, that might preserve his friend fro^ 
.the consequences of a rash act, committed, at a 
'time when he was perhaps incapable of perceiving 
his error. 



«tj? 



It was settled between Osmond aiiid JEarlvin 
that they should meet at the appointed plaqe a 
few miles from London at six the following moni^ 
ing. Earlvin declared he would remaili ^during 
the night at the tavern where he theh wias, with- 
out sending any information or message: to his 
wife. This determifiation was approved by Ot- 
mond, who,, after the settlement of a fe^ io^ore 
preliminaries, took his leave. He was acquaint- 
ed with Onslow's engagemei^ for the evening at 
:a gambling^houBe: in . the neigbbourhootd, woA was 
.assured he woatd . not retiirb , to Mh : lodginga^ Idur- 
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iftg the nlglit : hb was therefore secure in ^is nq% 
receiving th6 challenge, ciyen if Seville delivered 
it; and if he did not, the cause of Onslow's 
failure in the appointment might be attributed to 
the poet :• I . 



Osth(>nd evinced his.ustral art and foresight 
in formihg'lhe plans with which he was so bu-* 
«ily employed. He oautiously kept ip yievK ^ x\^ 
probability of their failure, and anxiously guard>^ 
^d (as far as was in his power) against the con- 
sequences likely to fall upon himself. It was 
these motives prompted him to consult and share 
his eodfidence with Mrs. Xorimer, rather than 
with her son ; ' for he well knew that, if his 
schemes, weite frustrated of discovered, he might 
attach any degree of criminality on the assertions 
of the former, tod deny all that had passed^ be* 
tween them. With Onslow he could not so easily 
have escaped, as his station in life gave an im- 
pwtance to his character which demanded at- 
tention and. respect. Under these consijderations, 
he intrusted to Mrs. JLorimer the task of deceiv- 

2b 
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kkg bet ttoQ With & belief of Mrs. Earlvkili at« 
tuchmeii^ to him, a^ the most likely means of 
persMiding him to dck^e measured thai would 
{^ace her in his powei^. Onslow wa^ a young 
man extremely liable to be duped by the aits ef 
bis abandoned parent; be was naturally dissi- 
pated, fond of intrigue, a)3d vain of bis itifla- 
e^nce dmong wotnen. It was ho difficulik matter 
to make him htlik^, what be was always ready 
enough to anticipate, that a youHg and beautr- 
M, married woniail preferred him to her has^ 
baqd; a conviction capable of urging him.toae*> 
tions, which, und6r other circumstances, he would 
have (fisclaimed with indignation. Mrs. Lorimet 
tbenefore accomplished her wishes with much 
less difficulty than bad been calculated by Ofr* 
mond, and the oppprtuni^ was only rec^mfed 
to execute what they bM cdready determined to 
pettbrdi* ' 

Osjnohd, immedk^tely he separated from* Fes 
lix^ repaired to the lodgings of Mts. Loriiher, 
and proposed that Onslow should take advantage 
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of Eiarlvin's absence this night from his home, 
to secui^e his wife in the way they had already 
resolved. 

" The affair/' said he, " can be easily ma- 
caged. Mr. Onslow may call at the house in a 
post-chaise at an early hour in the morning; 
Mrs. Earlvin's alarm will urge faer to believe any- 
tale he niay choose to invent, in order to prevail 
ttpon her to accompany him; he will then have 
ah opportunity^ openly and; ' forcibly to declare 
hia piassion fbr^ her, and be eniabled to use tkose 
arguments, which every wpman requirai as an ex<^ 
cuse for gratifying her incliaationsLT 

A note was instat^y dbpatched to Onslow, t^ 
quesUng bis attendance, abd Osmoijid, wbo ivj?^ 
to.^ake do part ki the ifHUsrvieW, tdok bifl^ Ift^ye. 
tie BOW began td reAo^t oiii the Jmm^clifttlr cfects 
lind ultimate cohiequeaeeit to be expected %^itt 
his exertions. The libertine Q{»iniiaii8h«' entif* 
tftmed^of the female 96x idf g^tod, ^x<»te(l hip to 
{dttcie strong hopeii on the ftittsures Onslow w4j^ 

8 B 2 
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about to adopt« However » mortified be migfat 
X feel by the abhorrence and contempt with which 
Julia treated his own insidious attacks upon her 
honour, yet his vanity was necessitated to ^ve 
way to the conviction, that neither his age nor 
person were favourable to his cause. The youth, 
figure, and manners of Onslow, were of a gde-^ 
scription calculated to forward his pretensions^ 
however villainous or disgraceful ; and he ac*f 
tualfy conceived, that the young man waa not 
entirely iadifFerent to her. This supposed dis« 
oovery was strengthened by his knowledge of Fe-^ 
lix's jeahousy, and the anxiety and uneasiness it 
occasioned. Osmond was too wary to rest his 
hopes entirely on the events he wished to take 
plade ; his plans were formed with a view^ .that 
provided they failed in those points for which they 
were irtinyediAtely intended, they might yet pro^ 
duce effects that would be preferable to hb remcon- 

; 

ing inactive/ ' The 'alarm and confiisioh ' which 
Mrs. ^ Earl tin's apparent elopement, would occa^ 
•ioti, he conskldredia^'Jbe. b^st means to obviate 
th^se conj^quences he bad reason to apprehend 
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from her husbapd. The various doubts, suspir 
cionS; and ill-natured scandal, likely . to fall 
upon Julia on the discovery of her absence 
from her home, would, he conceived, greatly in- 
validate any accusations she might think proper 
to bring against him, and even those who be- 
lieved them, would be inclined to suppose that 
she had privately encouraged his advances. 
He might, on these grounds, form excuses for 
his conduct, both to her husband and to the 
.world, that would in a great degree release him 
from the ignominy he so much dreaded to en- 
counter. His anticipations of the future led him 
to remetmbrances of the past. Retrospectidri is 
c punishment to the guilty. A review of farmer 
vices no longer connectea with' the temptations 
-^thich excited them, produces a pbwefful and 
severe rebuke. Osmoqd, ' at this .moment, felir 
-pangs of . contrition tliat often lead to reform. 
His wealth, and every enjoyment it could pur- 
chase, he would gladly have resigned for that 
quiet and repose which is only to be procured 
from the consciousness of a well-spent life. Bpt 
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tfaerer was a sacrifice necessary to reformatioo, 
Indre dneadful in the eyes of Osmond than a dei" 
privation of wealth, country, or even life itself^ 
"To becodne an object of pity and contempt to 
those, over ivhoni be had hitherto maiiitabed a 
vaunted superiority, was^ to lum, an evil of so 
horribk a nature, that^e apprehension of it was 
sufficient to urge h^m to ^desperation, He was 
well aware of the precipice on which he stood j 
he bad cast tus last die : success was not imposr 
sible, but the chances were greatly against him. 
AUbough his observations on Onslow's character 
^ad confirmed to him the licentious opinicms he 
entertained of women in general, yet it was 
tSonbtful whether he would be previdted upon to 
cothmitan op^i and darmg outrage on a fmiale 
of w unimpeachable character and the most re- 
ispectable connexions. And if he consented to 
ibe arrangements j^oposed to him, it was pro-> 
bable he might fail in his attempt, even of pre- 
vailing upon Mrs. Earlvii) to quit her own house. 
Various circumstances might occur during^^ the 
few hours which must elapse before such an at^ 
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tempt could be foade, lo warn that lady of her 
da&ger, add expose the plans which were woveo 
for her destruction. He had no tie oii Mrs* Lot 
rimer's faith or secrecy, but those connected ifKkh 
her own interests; ffnd altlK>agb, by intrusting. her 
with his confidence,^ he had contrived to make her 
the acting partner in his sdiemes^ there w^ little 
dependence to be placed either on her exertions 
or silence. These reflections were not of a na«^ 
ture to kispire confidence or calm apprehensiog^ 
yet they produced those cautious resolves, "wfaidii 
more favourable circumstances would rie?^ ;hate 
suggested. He determined, to forfeit his engage- 
ment with Earlvin, and quit Ix)pdon immediatdy. 
For this breach of promise, he considered van eir- 
cuse might be fabricated when necessiary ; while 
a few hours would produce events to regelate bis 
futuire arrangements. If his affi^rs became de* 
sperate, he resolved to leave £ngland for ever, 
and endeavour^ in a foreign country, to forget 
those occurrences which obliged him to abandon 

■ • » 

hfe own. 
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In this state of mio^ Osmond arrived at bis 
own house. It was near midnight ; and the 
door -was opened by his valet, who informed him 
that a person had been waiting for him some 
hours. Osmond was vexed and irritated by thi$ 
information. " Why did not you inform hin)," 
said he, ** my return was uncertain?" 

The servant replied he had done so, but th^ 
gentleman declared his l)usiness was of an imr 
portance that rendered it absolutely necessary b^ 
should see him before he departedt 

, Osmond instantly proceeded to his study, 
where, to bis astonishment, he beheld Doctor Sq|- 
Bt.coqifortably seated by the fire*side ip an easy 
.chair, and apparently in a sound sjegp. 

" It is that cursed country apothecary !" he ev 
claioied; 7 order me post-horses immediately, and 
Jet this nian jremain here till he wakes ; you may 
then say I have left London for Monmouthshire^" 
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. *' Hte is already awake,'' answered the ser«^ 
vaat, as he quitted the room, while the doctor 
roee with soaie degree of coniiisioii, and, with 
hid *usual formality, began to apologise for his 
situation. 

," I must, however, beg leave to observe," 
he continqed, ^^ with all due respect and sUbr 
mission, that, my business here is of that conse- 
quence, which rendered it absolutely requii^te I 
should not leave the house without procuring an 
interview with its worthy master." 

.. *V Poctor," returned Osmond, with much pe- 
tulance, "I must also ; observe, that whatever 
your business may be with me, it must be cotn- 
municated immediately ; I am in haste, and cati- 

not listen to episodes and embeUishmentsr 

'■ ' " ■ ' , " ' ' • 

" I must be allowed to suggest," replied the 
doctor, >" that the circumstances which h^ve oc- 
casioned me the hpnour of this, visit, require nei- 
tber the one nor the other* I am deputed by my 
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wery good H^d w^rUiy friend «lr William Her- 
bert (at whose pftftieular inquest I have undei^ 
iitken this; jmurneyX to make some ioqiiiries flfter 
^ his ton, trho, he has been informed, suddenly lift 
the university some days since/' 

" And why, sir/* interrupted Osmond, with 
u degree of vexation and anger that elevated bis 
voice and alarmed the doctor^ ^' why are such 
incjuiries directed to me?" 

" Pardon me,** answered Sulfit, " that was 
the very point I was just about ta explain. 
^ YiDung Mr. Herbert is somewhat rash in his pur* 
auits. You must no doubt haye been informed 
^"bis partiality towards your wm'd. Indeed, we 
imve good authoril^ for sayings that he has ab- 
sented himself from his college purposely to -ob- 
tain an interview with her in Loi^don.^ 

^* Well, sir," again interrupted Ostoiond, 
with increased violence, ^' what is all this to 
me?* 



/ 

\ 
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« My good and worthy ^rieod, Sir Waiiani,',' 
eoufcpned. the doctcH-, " eon^derc^ it by d9 
Bieans iioprobable, tlnM^ under thtee circumt 
stances, you migbt have s6iiie koowle^clge of his 
son's residence in London. It was rather a de* 
licate business to comiiitinicate by letter ; a con- 
fidential friend to both parties, he co|iceiye4> 
would be a preferable medium, and therefore 
he honoured, me by the selection. It was im- 
possible, you know, to refuse a request of tim 
nature." 

Osmond^s patience was quke exhausted ; 
Sulfit's preamble evidently conveyed a suspicion 
on the part of Sir William, that his son's at- 
tachment to Caroline was in some degree counte- 
nanced by h^ guardian* He rang the bell witli 
^ violence which raised the doctor from his seft, 
and determined him to leave the house imme- 
diately* 

^* You shall see the liwly herself, sir,** he 
cried ; *^ I will take the trouble to convince ypu of 



f 
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this imperdnent error, that you may be the bitter 
enabled to express my contempt to your employ- 
er. Miss Almond shall even be called from h& 
bed (o confront so audacious an insinuation/* 

\ 

The servant informed himi that Miss Almond 

> 

was not in the house. 

" Not in the house !** he exclaimed ; " im- 
possible ! how, and wheti^ did s^e leave it ? 



V9 



^* She left hon^e about an hour since/' replied 
the servant, " immediately after, her interview 
'with that gentleman, and she desired xne to say 
she was going to Mr. Earl\anV* 

^ Sulfites alarm became now so violent, that he 
actually sunk again into the chair from which he 
had just risen, while the servant, equally appre- 
hensive of his master's anger, suddenly closed the 
door and fled to his own apartment. Osmond's 
rage, however, at this moment, was in somfe de^ 
gree tempered by the anxiety Caroline's absence 
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occasioned. The intelligence she had reteived 
from Sulfit as to the business in which he was en-' 
gaged, and her terror of the effects it might pro- 1 
duce, were, he had no doubt, the causes of he^ 
elopement . He considered it as a matter of .the; 
utmost importance that she should be iihiiiedi«> 
ately removed from Mrs. EarlvinV protectidn, and 
accompany him on his intended journey. To 
this point his thoughts were instantly dire(:ted, 
and, after a pause of a few minutes, his 'featured 
relaxed into a .forced smile, and he apologised tdr 
the doctor for his impetuosity. > i. : : 

V 

Sulfit, in some degree, recovered his com- 
posure^ and Osmond proceeded:-^ J ■ 

^^ I must confess to you, doctor^ ti3ese>ia4 
quiries from Sir William concerning his son, ponf 
veyed such forcible suspicions of my encouraging 
his addresses to my ward, that my irritation has; 
perhaps, unwarrantably rendered me somewhat 
abrupt to you^ against whom I haye, certainly tio 
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rigbC I0fc6inplaiii» But I think you }k^ allow^ 
that eveiy exertion should hb made in this busi- 
ness to confirm to Sir WiQiam how gi^ily hk has 
deceived himself and wronged me. Npw» doctor, 
joiif as the friend of bdth parties, and the ag^t 
of Sir Wiliiani in this particular nfbit, must gi«e 
ihe your assistance." 



Sulfit was gratified by such a request, and his 
formal civility was resumed ; he declared nothiDg 
would occasion Mm more satis&ction, than to 
render himself usefiil to his very good and wortby 
firiends. 



^* The most prompt and effectual method,'* 
continued Osmond, " of explaining to Sir Wil- 
Ikon &at I am equally anxious with himself to 
prevent thb alliance, will be immediately to se* 
cure my ward and take her with ine to. Mod* 
mouthshire. No time must be lost in bur ar« 
rangements. If she remaiifis even till to-morrow 
at Earlvin s, youn^ Herbert may obtain those 
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omMHtuoities of addresfibf ber^ wUieh ririli pro-r 
bably frustrate all our endekvoiirs^ and produoor 
donsequeoces \te mdtuaily dread /"^ 

Skilfit expressed his asi^^ni to these riHnarka 
by devisral respectful nods of .satis&ction. 

* 

" Now, niy gdod sir/' continued OsmondfA 
" if you will only l^ve the goodqess to convey 
my ^omtmnds to Miss Almond, by delivedng Mf 
her a few lines, I will imniediately write ; atni if 
you will still farther oblige me, by escorting h^r ta 
a small distance from Earlvin's residence, where I 
will be in waiting to receive her with my own 
carriage and post-horses, I think we may .venture 
to affirm, that Siif William shall be convinQed of 
hiir %ttw tsA cured of hb alarms, iq Ic^ than 
folir imd twenty hours, by witnei$itig, our arrival 
at Moqmduth^ ivithout a6y tie or conqexion hav? 
ii^ been formed with his son." 

Zh*. Sulfit a^^ieed to thitoe propo^ais wi^h un<» 
usual alacrity, for they seemed exactly ealcttlated 
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c 
/ 

to answer all his purposes. They would con- 
Yince Sir William of his exertions in the first 
transaction with which he , had been honoured 
by his confidence, and^ at the same time, make 
him usefiil to Mr. Osmond, who had perhaps 
equal power to serve him. Hfe would also be 
enabled to save his travelling- expenses in return- 
ing to the country, as Osmond had offered him a 
seat in bis carriage, while the full charges might 
be made to Sir William without any appre- 
hension of his bill being taxed or his demands 
disputed. 

A few moments were sufficient for the pe- 
remptory note \o Caroline from her guardian, 
which commancfed her instantly to leave the housd 
to which she had fl6d, and place herself under the 
protection of Dr. Sulfit. , The servant was de- 
sired to procure post-horses with all possible 
speed, and the doctor, after a slight and hurried 
repast, departed on his embassy, elevated with 
the consequence it conferred upon himy and con* 
viriced of his ability to fulfil it. , : .:: 
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Osmond considered the event that had called 

f • • , • • • • 

forth these arrangements as a fortunate occurs 

/ . . ' ' - • ■ • ■ " ■'■■■. 

rence in the present state of his affairs ; for it 

• • ... 

would form a plausible reason for his sudden de- 

,• ».»^.' 

parture from London, and serve as an apology 
for neglecting his appointment with Earlvirf, 

Seville left the letter with which he was in- 
trusted at Onslow's lodgings ; upon being inform- 
ed by his servant ha was absent from home, and 
that his return was uncertain, his apprehensions 
of its consequences were in part subdued. In 
his conversation during the evening with Earlvin, 
the latter had disclosed to him certain particulars 
relative to his family-concerns, which it is pro- 
bable he would never have communicated but 
in a state of inebriety. Seville, at first, rather re- 
pressed than encouraged this confidence, from a 
consideration of the circumstances under which it 
was communicated ; but a part of the relation un- 
expectedly referred to events that rendered him 
anxious for farther information. Although Earl- 

2c 
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yin's situatiop occasioned. some confusion and >ob' 
scurity in bis discQurse^ yet Seville gainjed from it 
sufficient hints to urge him on immediate ^nd apt- 
ive inquiries, in whigb he conceived t)oth Earlvin 
aod his wife were particularly interested. 



• ■ » r 
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CHAPTER XI. 



THE LAST PAROXYSMS OF JEALOUSY. 



Sab^lvik was no sooner left Itlone^ than various 
redectioas crowded on his mind^ which had hi-* 
thertQ been excluded from it by the events of the 
last few hours. He attempted to compose him- 
self and reason with some degree of calmness on 
his ^tu$ition; but he bad taken too much wine to 
become suddenly sober. Hts feelings were agb- 
nised, and his head disordered; at intervals^ he 
hesitated on the plans he had adopted, but the 
next moment brought to his recdllectipn the oc- 
currences of the morning, and he thought only 
OQ vengeance. He had no pistols ; nor had he 
made any arrangement for his conveyance to the 

^ 2c2 
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place appointed for their meeting, which was a 
few miles from town. These points occupied his 
attention for some time ; at length he resolved to 
procure the pistols and one of his horses from his 
groom, who resided in a mews at the back of his 
dwelling. It was near four o'clock when he left 
the tavern ; the morning was extremely dark^ and 
the streets almost forsaken. He proceeded ^with 
a hurried step towards his home ; never had he ex- 
perienced sensations so acute as those he now felt. 
It was the first night he had ever been away from 
his: family/ without assigning a sufficient cause for 
his absence. He anticipated their anxiety, and 
almost repented the resolution, he had formed, 
of meeting Onslow without first having an in- 
terview with Julia. On bis arrival, he paused 
for some moments; his inclinations to enter 
, were strongly qxcited, when the door was sud- 
deply opened, and he perceived a man preci-. 
pitfi^tely leave the house. From the instantaneous 
view he had of his person, he immediately con- 
jectured it was Onslow. . In .the. first emotion of 
his phrensy, h^ rijshed forward with ap int^Qt to 
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stop him; but the recollection of his situation, 
and the immediate prospect of an honourable sa- 
tisfaction, urged him to desist. He ran from the 
spot towards the apartment of his grOom; the 
man, after some time, was called from hi5 
bed, and beheld his master with surprise and 
alarm. Earlvin ordered his pistols, and desired 
him to prepare the horse he usually rode. The 
servant's astonishment and terror increased ; he 
seemed dubious of obe^^ing the directions he re-, 
ceived, till his master repeated them- with a de- 
gree of anger and determination that left him no 
alternative, and, in less than a quarter of an 
liour, his hotse >as ' risady, and his jtravelling 
pistols; presented to him. The man reminded him 
that the fire-arms were loaded, and requested he 
might foUotv him ; but Earlvin refused his attend- 
ance, and observed, that he should soon return; It 
was now day-break, and wanted but an hour of the 
time of his appointment with Onslow. He rie^olv- 
ed to proceed to the place immediately, : but he 
involuntarily agaip passed the entrance '. of his 
-bouse, and, in his way^"^ he perceived, a post- 
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chaise waiting at one end of the street. The 
driver had placed himself on the inside, and 
Felix was prevented from asking him any ques- 
tions, by his desire to remain himself unndticed. 
fie once more gazed upon his home, perhaps 

, . . . . ^ r ■ 

for the last time : the einotions which this con- 
sideration produced, rendered him almost inca- 
pable of supporting himself upon his horse. Va- 
rious were the remembrances of past happiness 
that rushed upon his mind ; the endearing caresses 
of bis children, and the apparent affection of his 
%ife. . 

- . \ 

■ 

• " Oh God!" he exclaimed, ^' how horrible is 
it to be convinced of the debasement of those 
fair and lovely parts of the creation, on whom a 
suspicion of vice seems almost a libel upon their 
Makferr 

The fumes of intoxication were not yet dib- 
pelled ; his body was burnt with fever, and his 
mind harassed with ideas of the most wild and 
incongruous nature. So entirely wiut his.isoia- 
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gination occupied with these wanderings, that he 
scarcely observed the road he had taken, when 
they were suddenly interrupted by the appearance 
bf the same chaise he had noticed a short time 
before near his own house. It passed him with 
great rapidity; two persons were inside, and, 
frcm the momentary view he had of them, his 
wife and Onslow were again before his eyes. He 
considered," however, he must have been deceiv- 
ed, by the agitation and anxiety of his mind* 
Yet he could not rest upon this supposition, but 
galloped his horse till he overtook the carriage, 
when a faint shriek from the female within it con- 
firmed his apprehensions, and he beheld his wife 
fall nearly lifeless on the bosom of his supposed 
rival. To describe the feelings of Earlvin at this 
instant would be a vain and ineffectual effort : he 
was no longer master of his reason ; rage, agony, 
and despair, alternately took possession of his 
soul; his actions were those of the moment; he 
was incapable of appreciating either their, causes 
or effects. The driver, supposing he had some- 
thing to communicate, suddenly stopped, while 
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Felix sprang from bis horse and burst open the 
door of the carriage. One of the pistols he had 
received from his groom was already in hb hand. 
He attempted to upbraid his wife and curse On- 
slow, but his speech failed him, and he could only 
repeat the name of the former, with a groan of 
anguish. His voice, although disguised by the 
convulsive agony of his feelings, was not lost 
upon the ear of the unfortunate Julia. She lan- 
guidly raised her he^d on the arm of him from 
whom she had unconsciously received support^ 
and,, with terror and astonishment, fixed them on 
her wretched Ijusband. The rage aiid phrensy 
which were depicted in his countenance, and the 
sight of the . pistol he still grasped in his hand, 
occasioned her involuntarily to turn from him 
again towards her companion.' To the distracted 
Felix this movement assumed the appearance of 
disgust towards himself and a decided • preference 
for Onslow, a misconception that urged him to 
horrible . and furious desperation. The pistol|. 
which he was in the act of elevating towards his 
own h6ad, he instantaneously discharged in the 
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carriage, and Julia, who was rushing forward to 
thrp w herself in his arms, fell senseless and bleed* 
ing at his feet. 

" I have murdered her T he exclaimed. " T 
have murdered my beloved, my adored wife. — 
God of heaven ! was I reserved for this ?" . 

He paused for a few moments j the recollec- 
tion of the remaining pistol flashed upon his mind^ 
but as he drew it from his pocket, it was wrested 
from him by the driver, who had by this time 
dismounted and arrived at the door of the car- 
riage. Onslow, benumbed with horror, \^'as in- 
capable of giving any assistance to. the innocent, 
victim of his indiscretion. From the early hour 
of the morning but few persons were on the road,, 
and no one had passed the place since Felix had 
overtaken the chaise. The. driver irnquired seve- 
ral times what was to be done, whether he should 
attempt to procure a surgeon, or call for assist- 
ance, from the. inhabitants of the opposite houses./ 
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But Onslow heard him not, while Eairlvin, kneel- 
ing by the side of his wife, pressed his lips to her 
cold and pallid cheek in silent agony. In a sliort 
^ time two or three persons arrived at the spot, and 
Ae driver informed them of the circumstances 
Tvhich had happened. From the appearance of 
Mrs. Earlvin, they supposed surgical assistance 
could be of little service, and therefore prepared 
to secure hini who had wounded her, as ' the 
first and principal duty incumbent upon them. 

> 

The instant, however, they attempted to move 
him, he was roused from a torpid state of suffer- 
ing to the most violent emotions of anguish and 
dei^pair. He repelled their efforts with a power 
and resolution they had much difficulty to over- 
come. He called on the names of his child- 
I'en, and declared himself the murderer of their 
pother. He entreated, he implorcfd, that he 
might not be removed from her side, and strug- 
gled to release himself with convulsive energy. 
At length he sunk on the ground incapable 
of fardier resistance^ and was conveyed to 



/ 
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a small house near the road-side- insensible to 

the vulgar and cruel upbraidin^s of those by 
whona he was surrounded. 



■ >>- •» 



A surgeon who resided at a sniall idistance 
now arrived ; he had been called from his bed by 
the report of the pistol, and, observing froni his 
window several persons assembled round a car- 
riage from which he supposed it had been fired, 

he immediately hurried to the place. 

' ' ... ,■-.'• 

In Mrs. Earlvin's present situation he was 
utiable to discover the precise nature and probabI6 
consequences of her wound. She was already re- 
covering from the swoon which had impressed the 
spectators with an idea of her death, and he re- 
^luested that she might be instantly Removed to 
his house. Onslow acquiesced to the proposaT, 
and assisted in supporting her. In their way^ 
they were overtaken by one of the persons who had 
forced Earlvin firom the place ; he informed them 
that^ on his return, he had met with two gentlemen 
in a post-chariot, who had made some iilquiries 
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concerning the. accident, and that one ' of them, 
being a medical person, had off(^red his assistance. 

» • ■ . 

" Here," continued the man, " b the gentle- 
man himself." 

And at that moment Dr. Sulfit arrived, and 
beheld the apparent lifeless form of Julia, covered 
with bloqd, and supported by Onslow and the 
surgeon. The doctor was not proof against the 
surprise and horror a sight of this description was 
calculated to produce. His emotions and alarm 
rendered him incapable of professional advice or 
exertion. ^ 

•* * ■ 

" You seem to know the lady, sif,'* exclaim- 
ed the man whose intelligence had bfou^t him to 

'4, 1 i • > - 

the place. / 

, " I know hfer.well," answered the doctor; / 
^* sh6 is my neighbour and friend/' 

r ''■-.■ •.•.,-.■ 

. "You will give US' your assistance^ thj^nj^'? 
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cried another; " one surgeon is not sufficient in* 
a case like this."* 

' . i - ■ * . ■ • ■ 

^* I have a friend waiting for me yonder,"' 
replied Siilfit, " who knows tlie lady as wdl as 

r 

I do. I must instantly inform him of this dread- > 
fill event;' ' 



" Who is your friend?" asked Onslow, with 
considerable impatience and anger, which was 
called forth by Sulfites apparent hesitation to give^ 
his assistance. 

» 

"It is Mr. Osmond of Monmouthshire/* re- 
plied the doctor; " he is in the post-chariot on 
the other side of the road." 



Onslow's cheeks became flushed by the intel-^ 
lig6nce ; he was n*w aware that he had been duped^ 
into the plans which had produced the present 
dreadful consequences.. Although his concep- 
tions of thfeir source were imperfect," yet ^he was^ 
convinced, from several circumstances, that his 
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nptotliier wa§,b}:it.,art mferipr agent ip their form- 
ation. He had succeeded in pr^vajiling. upon 
Mrs. Earlvin to quit her home by his insinua* 
tipns that b^ would conduct her to her husband, 
\'^ofaf^b$ence had created dl^rms which rendered 
her Jflcapa]?!^ of e?:erting her usual judgemenjt, 
or remarking the hesitation and confusion, of Op- 
slow as he uttered the falsehoods that imposed 
upon her. Her conduct, however, goon con- 
vinced him, that the opinions he had. been indur* 
ced to' form upon her character^ wer^ incorrect; 
and her observations, in part, discovered the vii&ws 
and arrangements of Osmond. Onslow, ever 
subject to extremes in his pursuits, his friendships, 
an(jjl liis resentments, x^o. sooner felt conscious of 
the egregious duplicity w^ich had been practised 
upon him, and of the public infamy that would 
probably fall upon hi^ character in consequence 
of it, than he experienced feelings of rage to- 
lyjsurds ,thQ author pf, hi^ disgrace,^ which urged 
him to j^eek for the most prompt and determinj^d 
me^ns of sp.tisfaction. To the surgeon who had 
^ b^evdently offered his house and assistance 
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for the unfortunate Julia, he, in a few wprds, re- 
latQjd her name and condition. He most earnest- 
ly requested that every care and attention might 
be shown to her, and no expense spared in pro- 
curing professional aid, /He then seized the arpi, 
cf Dr. Sulfit, who, stupified with astonishment 
and terror, mechanically walked by his side to the 
carriage in which Osmond was waiting. 



The consequences of this interview may be 
easily anticipated ; each party was desperate, al- 
though from different causes: Onslow was in- 
flamed by passion, Osmond goaded by despair. 
Sulfit had neither power nor inclination to inter- 
fere with such disputants- After a short time, 
they retired to a field a small distance from the 
- rpad,, and, having each pistpls, agreed tp fire 
ttenoi &t the same moment^ Their first exchange 
was effective. Osmond fell ; and Onslow, hav- 
ing hurried to ^the chariot in which he had lisft 
Sulfit, desired he would instantly proceed to the 
BAWtance of his friend^ whik he i^rang into bis 
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own chaise, and ordered the driver f o take hi% 
with all possible speed, the first stage to Dover. 

Sulfit, accompanied by an outrider who had 
followed the carriage, ran towards the piece to 
which Onslow had directed them, and discovered 
Osmond senseless and bleeding on the spot where 
he had fallen. With the help of two persons 
who soon after arrived, he was carried to the 
hotise where the wretched Earlvin was already 
confined. -^ . . 

» ■ • 

Sulfit had failed in his task of conduct* 
ing Caroline Almond to her guardian. In hi^ 
eagerness and anxiety to fulfil the wishes? of his 
employer, he misunderstood the direction to Earl- 
viri's house, and, from tiie'little kriowledge fee 
possessed of the streets of London, was conjr 
pletely bewildered in his attempts td discover it 
After wandering for a considerable ^time> be found* 
the hour of his • appointment reqirired that he 
should immediately^ give up the search," and pfQN 



direct t^ tbe pbce of thdir meeting* from which 
tit w^ At^ tna miles AksM. He heiiiitated^ 
for som^ ti(£te whdher he dhdtild hazard an ib/bd-i^ 
-Vfefjr vritifi Ostnotid ;i buty afiter ai liitle refiectvlni^ 
the^ dxfctcft ^Side ufr his mind ta the trial, in: 
prtfilreftcw to bei|ig d^^ained in Londcfn al his: 
cNm (»)5V dr paying the expenses retqiKi^ite^^) 
carry him home. His anticipations of the ragsi 
and disappointment of his employer on seeing' him 
aiiblicr, and b«mg informed of thcr ill succes^T of 
Idr commission^ ^ete fu% Terified* THe state oft 
Osmdnd^fli afhirSj hmveveiv rendered it imphsribior^ 
ftnr Urn td make My fairtfakii atteidpt ta retover Jd^- 
vtMT^ and, td fm hud powerful reasoi^ for hdt^ 
learing the^ «po0iee^y be]:mH}, he aUov^ed him 
tL plMCe it^ the cuttiegef and ordered the diim: 
tcrpiiooiefed. in less ttsm hai£ an b6ur, their' at^ 
tttMiM was arretted h^ a few p^scins^ asscttsbledr 
rdand^ d pctet-diaii^e' on die <t^tber side lof the road^i 
Osmofiid^s euiie^ity itas< ex;oked> and the answers*; 
be radetired^ to his inqidri urged' him to di5|>atoh> 
for morQ* aceiirsMe iftfariDatK>ni 

Six 



V / 
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: The surgeon who. so h^iuiftRC^ly ittKlfC^^ 
tbok the care of Mrs. Earl via, fs^tacl % t^ 
' friend in the . neighbourhood, extntcti^ %}» 
b^aU» which, had entered her : rigbt 3ide; : bat 
her situation was considcired by them .as oi^-. 
tremely dangerous^ and two professional . .id^ 
of the fir^t eminence were requested t^ attend 

her; ^ I. • -.a ^ 

• . « t ■ ■ - ■ i . 

I • . . < ^ .' . 

. Felixy duUring this 6mei was confibed wi^-: 
-19 a small dirty room 6f the hquse ta wbiiii; 
h^ had( becfii conveyed, surrdi^ided by .;;tJiiose 
wbtoi idle curiosity led/ to the place. He^aeeis? 
cd insensible to the ho^r^rs! of bis iibial^bn:;' 
bis bands were cljisped together, and . his, eyes 
fixed on the ground. H^ inadeno repliea..tQ.t^ 
cruel upbr^idiugs that wem rasblressed to bipfi 
rior attempted to movej from the. place^ in^boE^t 
nmny. were ^employed . to guard him. ; In tiiisi . sb ; 
tuaticx), he was diteoV^ed by Sei4He, who rer 
ceived intdHgericiei of the fatal jeveiit.atEarbrjn's 
residence in the ^rly part iyf the mornings flhe. 



J'EAtOUS's/. *6i 

distress and horfor of tfie 'poor old man in wit- 
nessing the silent agony of Ve\h, were such &s to 
impress the by-standers with a conviction that 
they were nearly i^elated. Under this consider- 
dtiori, they at length had the <lelicacy to withdraw 
to ihe next apartment, where another object wiis 
presented to them calculated for a time to engriiiss 
their attention and curiosity. On a miserable 
bed lay extended the wretched Osmond, writhing 
under the pangs of bodily pain, and tortured with, 
the yet more acute agonies of a diseased con- 
science. He was attended by Sulfit and one of 
the surgeons who had been engaged for Mrs. 
Earlvin. His wound was considered to be mor-^ 
iialy although it was supposed he might surviVi^ 
some days. This information was convej^cd to 
Him with as much caution and humanity as could 
be expected' Trom those who surrounded him, yet 

he listened to it with remorse and terror. 

'■ ■ ■ ' t ' ' 

Sevilfe, after much exertion, and an appeal to 
the tna^strates of th6 county, Removed Felix to 
the s^me house in whidi his wife was placed, 



i 
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whf^r^ an apsirtment was o|{bred for \ih WGQO^<^ 

* 

ipodation bj th^ benevol^pt pwnen 

C^rotiQ^ Alinond, w^utc^ eipployed in attand^ 

ipg <NA lii^ beloved friepdi w^s ima^quaintod with 

tjbe situi^tipn, of l^ guardian ^ and a3 sl^^ CQuld 

^' QOt immediately s«a him, it was considered mQ9% 

prudent; to conooal from b«r the circumstance^ of 

» 

SeriUq, with tlw wxiety and tenderness of ^ 
^^TonKt^ took ^vs^ntagf^ pf ^ intervals in which 
Fahx seemod CAp^hlQ of listcinipg to consQlatio% 
by ^mini^tjeiing it; to biqa vith calm m^ sppthina 
benignity. The c^guish of silent suSeri^g fvt 
Ippgth ®tye way to, «3ipre3sio»s, pf son?Qw wJbich 
Qften relieve the most violent oppressions ati 
j^e heart;. He ardently desired to sc^ his wifeii 
but this request was peremptorily refused by the 
persons who had the care of her. At a late hour 
ip the afternoon, a consultation on her case took 
p^ce, wd hopies wece given of her reoovery. 
This inibrm^tion ws^ conveyed to Fc^ix by on« 
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ei ihb MPgioA<i ivith mu^h discretioh ; ht oh- 
itert/^d, that th^y c(>n$idered theniselves bbund f6 
ttinke a CAHdid r«{yOrt to hinn of Mrs/ E^Hviti's 
«iltuationi y*t it \vas their wish he would not reiil 
^tirely ott thoi^e parts of their opinioti, which t<^ 
l^teided with hi» owft feelitists attd \vishes, Al- 
though Seville remained with Earlvin during the 
whole of the day, he made many inquiries con- 
*i6ftrftiilg the situation of Osmond, And was ex- 
tremely anxious to obtain an interview with him; 
The surgeons, 'however, would not gTaht bis re- 
tjtiest till the evening, when be wai^ conducted 
by mt 6f them to the bed'side of his patieni 
The' bAll hid beeh extraeted, artd his bodiljr 
suflfermgd in d great degree relieved* bW; the 
horrors of his mind were incapable of allevi- 
ation/ H* had befett informed di k fetrahger's 

^arneit de$hie to see him, tod had forbid -hfe 
adr^taficisi ; boff alter some persu^iorr from his 
iiYedi^al MtMdaMi, he eonfieiifted to the eofrfi^- 

r ■ 

ence. 

A cbak vtAi ^tlttd for SeiviSe oppo^ke to the 
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bed on which the wretched caan redned, ami 
tliofte who were in tiie ^ apartment immedbtdy 
in^thdrew. Ostnofid gased on the countenance 
tA the visitor with considerable agitation ; he per* 
ceiv0d k was the same person whom he had seen 
with Earlvin the evening before, but he had no 

cnher reeollectbn of bis finse or iKMce* 

■ ' . ' '■,•■••■ 

^* I w(H)ld willingly/' said Seville, in a toni 
of compassion, ^y convey the information I am 
about to communicate in a jmnnar the least 
Jikely to distress you; nor would I I^^e disr 
turbed you at a time like the present, but under 
4i powerful coqviction that I was called to the 
task by every priaciple of justice and humamt^w'' 

*^ Your humanity,*' answered Osmond, wiili 

fallen reserve, ^^ will b^ best evinced by^a binif 

relation of your business. I am too illrto^ b^ 

.^sed with an nninaanifig prqfiM^e cir tedious 

detail. . ^ 



% 



^^ Are you^wapB," Tf i^ed Seville, *^ of the 



ifee«dsallM8s with wfiioh ycm Are liable tot b^ 
Ibmrged, or tli« {mo^ that ntiy be brought ;fer<4 
ibard to- sut)Btontiat& tflMSiB? Atf a orisis,of jfpw? 
atisteiice thus ^ awful and jeomrotmtdiqg, liave you 
no ise^ct^for the pastaor anxiety for tbefuitiipi ?!*> 

• * * ' ' ' ^ ,. ' ' 

- ^ *' And wha are you ?" interrupted Oamobdi 
fvith a degree c^ anger and irritation which al-^ 
W€K|t deprii^dw 1^ ef farther utt^diiide ; ^^ whcf 
fere 50Q9 that have the audftcity to put mtirh ques^ 
isumSf or the j^esumptbn to suppose tbciy will be 

^ ^* I aw one,- replied Seville, " who/ senni 
tweftty years p^ witi^esaed the cogfesdons c^ 
« villaini. His natne mvqs Roseville ; he had se^. 
ibxed *tiie ^iCe of a' worthy sian^ and deprived 
ikic^ 4)f bis thM by adopting it as his awn. Thd 
JEiQm>r and alarm excited by the^ap{>reheiisions iif 
Kpprafadlddg ^s^olutkni, 4irged him to an act of 
Apparent repentance^ but i^^turning health dtssi^ 
pated his terrors and confirmed his guilt Ua« 
«ble <to recover the^ wtkten testimony he had sign?* 
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ebangp of nama tad otiuir ppcmfitioiis^ irtlewpteJ 
to preserve tlie secret te bad lifMdy. rm^ttdi 
The ohild ^fitsimiiedaDd odilciitad lis bis Am^^ 
ter, amidfit scenes ef viee afid diasilpMiap in 
vrhich her supposed parent was continuaUy in- 
yoked* Hit dmth jpluQge4 kef into emliarrass* 
vwciU Ihat were awfully Awaitetiing to k«r fiiitaie 
inroepect^; y9% her virlucMi prnvideoftHiUgr prat 
cured her the alfecliont of a neh aod hoimifaUt 
SIM, who nanettQiied b¥i i^r^k^^M; by gmng her 
that title to it, which secured her from ealuttny 
aiid detraction. Even at this period she remain^ 
ign^H^nt erf the p«r6^y ^A( kas oreeily deprived 
)i»r «f kwp9(xemi and lAOn tjbe powl of lioeMt* 
ii^ hnr ^m$ to thQ pMpeslyJiie hn^ la*«^ b9» 
9i)f^^^ her* Tiie iiMbimieiife Uy wkMh Jdwli 
^ifipts i^y ^ 4§Mrt9d tnd ppnfit^ifd, k m^lriiii 
f^y PQg{ifi$gi(#^ eudi fraqii^ipw fiKtMje^l^ pe«Nit 



/• 



iiUiOIK9& ' ^^ iM 



swriMft :<^ tbfti titotss: she k so: jus^f elltitled4o 
iibiiit» iffii leogcat dopefid iOlD the saefe^ yon 
Imve 80 long amLc«ittifmslyjiDaoateine4^*' 

Os&wid ]3Ad DO doiibi of the truth of thssft 
okeenrttipm; fae oven coold trace, in the eeoar 
cMbfid %iffe of bi» vi3ito, the ibrm and features 
of the 3^miiig reclose who hftd witnessed wiA him 
tWi amfessiGfisJoflboseviUa 
-••■•* . - • . ^ 1 

i^fHay I be all^wd/" siM Seville, ^* id 
acRne degree, to deviate from the ^eet purpon 
if this visit, by pr^uming to^ make a few obser^ 
miaam nviA^ iiiore pi^tkulai^ly oonceni your 
toKCL situation a«dhappiMes»i^ B^'addui^erf, m^ 
tlnd;: ta croiicead^ the Medial df teffei lot 

|Misl erroiss, which %v^ 4 period ai^ (his k cklai^ 
lated to call forth, is' an attempt to disgaise tht 
best feelings <^ your nature. Poignant .as such 
•iirflefiDgs niay be, the* benefieent Author of the 
wiitevste b» ordaiaed^ fj^eans £bf thtSt sJlevitttforb 
jib open and eaa^ aekaowledgeiiient h ihe 
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t9oeit siff€ isi^ (9f rqpe^ aodtfie only spe^ 
6^ forHiittkitieacc^ and semn% hrUeb isKH^edNN 
lAle ii»itb6r;hodt ofsibkaiessy and so req^ai^ li 
oar contdUplatidw an "4 fotwe state.'* i : 



^ , f:^ J. am bewildered and agonised," exdaiined 
Q$9}ondi ^'V: ^ith i^ribos reflections, ; an4 aai tin^ 
|]^§ to atrange my tboqgtits, or form those nteeM^ 
^pi^* my p^(:i^; of mind perha|[)s requires* For 
the present, I wish id he lieft alone. lo diid 
momiog, I will see you again. I have nnuch to 
tDmmpieajt^ tiul pobsosa neither I firmness nor 
strength for the task,** . .: ^ 



,j '.'• . ' ■! 



^H^SeyMle^ after some ferjher Ajtteaapts atioonso* 
ktion, w^i^ pMonA^ 1(0 see bun^at aii oairly hoot 
*to fey^iogjday^ wilftd|^^;iwhil9 Ostooiid: fifil 
3#j?ic^dthf jyv^us;i^^ pa^ life iBtl| 

horror and; fJismayc r . . i 

f : 1 ^t^ wa§ [^c^ jQpR$id§r«(d : t^quifite ^bat. jCaroline 
^Igjfln^iJ^hcHpiJd be ie|(?r erf* the sttUation otf 
bgj gf?ai5^1i^r! TJhe >i|i|«y igpttee waS wntsgred ;t^ 
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/ 
t 

ber by iOne of the stif*geoti9 ti^ho Mtos^sd Mm; 
and the unfeigned sorraw shi Expressed on t6^ 
ceiving the jofprmiition was highly honourable tit 
her fee)ipgs. The c^oid relcur^ ^und' sei^rit^ Of 
*Mn Osoiond's behaviour towards hqr was ncitbiBf 
calculated to excite her afieQtiotii^ Pi* este^tti; 
yet she earnestly requested to be immediately 
c^diictefd to bis bedrside, Ihat she might render 
hiin evtr^ aid add attehti<Hi wittun her ;pow6r td 
beirtiow* The surgeon, however, .declail&d^ that 
tJie iveak and debilitated ^ta^te to which be wAi 
ftduced, made it absolutely neo^salry tliat liM^ 
ineetiiig should be deferred till the momkig*' 



■ ■ I 



Seville, Oil hk return to BarMnV chandtei^ 
fotmd him in a more agitated state than when he 
MA qiito^d ii He, 'fer the first time sind6 &e 
'f^MA cataslrbpbe of the mottnng^ named his SaSA^ 
ren| and expressed a desire to see them. - 't 

^ Powers of mercy 1** he exclaimed; *^ ail 
tat to sa|)port the interview: enable me oncfe 
mcfe'tOT receive :th^ fearesses of my infax^fs. Ala$i 
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the prayer is imptoos* Will they not eifsbnioi 
the assassin of their mother? will they not per^ 
haps cling t^ tiie bosom of her murderer ? O 
God ! the horrors with whkh I am surrounded 
ixiock reality. These feelings are the result of 
^d and terrible insanity/' 

■ , . i . ' . . . ; r ^ • 5 ' ; 

" Let ifte once more, my dear rir/' ^d ttie 
tiild and venerable Seville, ^^ teqiiest that you 
%iU endeavour to compose ^^ourseii You have 
ibeady been infenaed that strong 'hopes are ea^ 
tertidned qf Mrs. £9.rlvin^a recovery : be pm 
vailed, upon to defer this intei'view wjth your 
ehildren for a few days, and you may perhaps 
fBtaae it witb thdr nKAher;" . 



:. tf ImpKiasible T exckHmini : FeUx^ white . hd; 
whole fiame seepied; coovuUed^ and lie grai^fift 
the hand of SevSle with frantic mleoce. '^ it is 
impossible \ these flattering hopes, these delusive 
iasinuatiDns^^ wfll drive inie to dktractioor Have 
X not desbroyed bet? Bid I iiot Ipttbohi the 
SMubd thcsb bands^ iaffieted> Did I odt pes- 



\ 
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ceive ^treatpa of blood flow from her heart, and 
observe forgiveness ia her eyes even when thej 
wqr9 closuig iqpo^ ^ fpr ever ? 



/• 
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*^ For he^v^tfs sake, moderate your emo*, 
tifupiii,'' replied Seville, ^^"^^ ^^^^^^^ l^cte i^ 
cvcury^ PTob^biKjt^ pij your being agaiii r^tored to^ 
yQ«ju?"wifei,5!OMfLcl^l4iC^j and your home/* 

K 

» - ' • - » r 

/ 

*^ What scenes of happiness do those be* 
loved names bring to my remembranoer ^«x- 
clMmed Felix. , " Wretch that ^ am^ bpwhayd' 
I abused the joys t^ey bestowed ! Qb, SeviUp I r 
is it possible to account for the intricate waa^ 
deringS) the l;u)rribl^ infatuation, of ti^at fata) 
passion, which is even- capable; of ur^ng (|s 
to destroy what is dearer ' to us than our own 
cxiatence?'* 



" Perhaps/" answered SeYille,. " it would, 
be less presumptuous, and more serviqeal^le^ to 
ipark the effects, rather than to^ trace the crushes, 
of the various passions that agitate the hfart^ 



( I 
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By attempting to analyse the latter, we vainly eft- 
deavotir to seek into thoJ?c seci-et springs of hu- 
man action, which arc^ only to be . ddveldpecHi^ 
the omnipotent Author of human existence. But 
by iittetitive observation and 'serious redeclions 
on the former, we iave imperceptibly led- to eWK 
mate the miEignitude and danger bf. their iilflb^f^, 
while we acquire firmness and resblutiOa W Sftfc^. 
due them/* 



- . I i • 



*' I possessed every blessing,*' cried Earivin, 
'^ that could be desired by the most sensitive vo* 
luptuary for self*-happiness. . I was conscious that 
the materials for felicity were within my grasp, 
but my bosom -was tortured by a fiend which 
poisoned all my enjoymtnts.^ 

" That fiend,'' answered Seville, ''was hot 

invulnerable to the exertions of reason. The 

t • • • • . • " ' 

most powerful and effective barrier to our pas- 
sions, is the exercise of our mental faculties by 
which we are enabled to appreciate the justice and 
necessity of their suppression." 
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i •*. Ate iftuchwexertions possible," asked Felk, I 
^^ diuaiag) tfaM^ hofriUe ,panMcysm& whteh i ptCh 
4»mi&Biyyu(AsM{ ^beious desperation; 
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- «: Probably not,?: replied Sevilk; My^;ail 
ieyery:)pa$sio& iiay, tin jmme degree,: a pco^e^^ 
stai^ ^muc^ <nii^t be ihpped >aoidi<€ffpeoted.irdnif> 
them, when the mind is ic^u^ac&i ^bilt.jsot siiiM»> 
idued by tlie feelings which agitate it The 
sl^Iit abd transient : t:6nseqaehces prodtaced* by 
thHr :&4 J a|D»piilse» 1 iimfortiinaf dy/ ci;ecHle but lit- 1 
tlie .tasScfy^ta qufelLjOnTetardoa dahgODOUir hia-i 






;. t - 
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Earlvin, in the course of thi3 conversation^ 
fras prevailed upoQ to defi^rj for ^e/presieht^ an 
interview . With his clnldren ; . arid Seville, after < 
uabg every argument he iwas capable: of . urging^ 
for his comfort and consolation, took his leaVe fbr; 
the night On the following morning, the favour- 
able < report : iof the ^ur^ons on^ Mri^. Earl vin s 
wmnid was repeated with increaised confidence to> 
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her husband. A'tnessage was also ireceiv«d at an 
early hour from Osmond, liequeatii^ the pmcuce ' 
of his ward and SeviUe^ Tbey urere cottdacted 
to his chamber by Sulfit, who had sat up with 
Urn durhlg the night The wretched sitfcrer ex- 
tended ins hand to Caraliiie as tbe i^rooc^ed, 
and seteed much aflfeQted by tbe^ distveis did 
eviaced for'bfe teQati6p> 



^^ I have not deserved this, my gcbd-girtr 
he ietclkioied^ while her tears dffdpped cfti faia 
bond winch sha^ pressed to heir lips ;^ ^^ kideed, I 
have not deserved thb tenderness. If yoii kdew 
all, you would curse me*" 

* 

^^ Never,** te^iki Cwcd&tej as ^ knd* l^ 
his sid^ and dtSL held his hand to her hdsoot.* 
<^ J hav^ received finom y6u tiie pmtectkm oi m 
pacent/' ' 

r • 

* * 

^Mloldv*' cried Oanond, '^sdoh words as 
those (&ti^& me fiur more tiian your reproakriaee.' 



They plant daggers in my heart. I have de- 
prived you of the protection of a parent I have 

robbed you of the embraces of a father/' 

.\ 

" These words naust be the effects, of a wan- 
dering and disordered mind," cried Caroline. 

r 

" They are the confessions of a diseased and 
guilty conscience," interrupted Osmond with in- 
creased energy. "I would willingly communicate 
certain events in my past life, but I have no 
strength to support the exertion it would require, 
nor courage, to withstand the reproaches they 
might call forth." 

^ 
. . . . . . • > ' 

" . You have no cause to; apprehrad reproach, 
4>r despair of forgiveness," replied Seville; 'S there 
is not, I hope, a being in existence, who would 
inflict the one, or deny the other, at a crisis like 
the present." .^r 

After A pause pC several minutes, during 

2 s 



^ 
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which hd aeemftd sfara^ling under various emo* 
tioMf be agtin addressed the tremUiog Car 
roline: — 

^^ In delsaliag the few causes that urged me 
to Qooceal you from aa affiectioaate father, I 
would not be considered as making any attempts 
to exteouaCe asy conduct ; but rather, by a can- 
did qonfessioQ of my motiyes, evince the sincerity 
of my repentance. In this relation/' he i^3ti^ 
aaed) while he presented her with a written paper 
on which he had been employed during the night, 
^ you will disiqover, that you are 'not iim <mly 
victhn of my perfidy. In the settlement of my 
affiurs, and the division of my fortune, I have en- 
dieavouiedto atOQ^ in some measure, for the in- 
juries 1 have coaunitted ; but I am ccmsdknu 
Ibey are beyond tiie power of reparation. I dare 
not look^ opDn y^ni wl^ you peruse ^t fykd 
paper, which communicates the extent of tny 
guilt. Shame, agony, and despair, occupy my 
aouly and: oHrerwhefts me with borrors.'^ 



Settle and Cardifte made sfei^ertl atteiApti; to 
soothe the agitatidn of hU mind, btit he dpp^ared 
insensible to consolation ; they were at length ad- 
vised by the surgeons to withdi*aw from his cham^ 
ber ; and, having r^tartled t& the house in whieft 
EarMn and his wife remained, they afikiously fek* 
amin6d the foHowihg paper pi-eseiltefl to thelh hf 
the wretched suffer^. - 



r tf 
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Mv fa&er was a man of mddierate 
but i^trict probity ; hid married my mtither be^^ 
ehe was seTen teen, and retired wkh his young 
wife to a large estate whith lie possessed in a re^ 
mote county ojf England. Hd was one of tiiMi 
^sfaaraettr^ who generally receive th€^ app^ktioii 
iQif an mofibnsi^ good-naitured man^ He said but 
little, And, peirbitps, thought le^s; taininesd iiid 
civility were the leading tr^k^ Iti b}s dSs)iOditiM> 
and thete i^trt but^eW t^v^n^ in &h eatttk^t ff 

Se8 
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1 

human calamities that would have ruffled his tem- 
per or disturbed his tranquillity. My mother 
was a woman of high spirit, gay, dissipated, and 
extravagant. She had been educated under a 
pystem of speculation by her parents^ with a view 
that her personal accomplishments would insure 
^er a splendid alliance^ The. sums they expend- 
ed to render her (as they considered) capable of 
such a station, reduced the comfortable income 
they possessed to a bare subsistence ; and on the 
day of their daughter*s marriage, they became 
pensioners on the bounty of her husband. I am 
the eldest of two children which were the fruits of 
this union. I had the inisfortune, I might almost 
say, the curse, to become the professed and de- 
cided favourite, of my mother. From the earliest 
years of my in&ncy to thie days of my manhood^ 
every capricious, whimy every wish of my heart, 
were indulged: and gratified with an anxiety that 
anticipated the desires they created ; while mj 
sbter, who was two years younger than myself, 
received lUtle : tenderness or attention but what 
was. bestowed from the ^od-natqre ai^d cpmmisr 
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eration of the servants employed to take care of 
her. If my father was aware of the cruelty and 
injustice of such proceedings, he had not sufficient 
energy to prevent them. The extravagance of 
his wife reduced his fortune, while the dissipation 

r 

in which she involved him injured his health; 
and^ by the time his children had arrived at years 
of maturity, he was a poor and infirm man. My 
mother's pride would not allow her to consent 
that I should be brought up to any profession, 
and she even resigned some of her own luxuries 
to support the expensive pleasures into which I 
had plunged for want of employment My vices 
she termed follies, my daring impetuosity she 
called spirit; she made me a coxcomb by admir- 
ing my person, and hardened my heart by ne^ 
glecting to teach me humanity. I feel regret, 
and even horror, in laying these serious accusa* ' 

• ■ • 

tions on her memory; but when I reflect on the 
duties of a mother, on the power of her example, 
and the force of her precepts, I cannot but ap- 
preciate the value of her tenderness, and (from fatal 
experience) feel equally convinced of the cruelty 
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noble titled were debased by arts that formed the 
very essence of their pursuit. My experience 
preserved me from imposition, but I was not in- 
▼ulnCTable to a run of ill fortune. Irritated by 
the successive losses of two nights* play, I was 
on the third goad^ to exceed the stakes which 
I' had resolved ' shpuld form the limits of my 
risk ; in a few hours I was deprived of nearly 
a Uurd part of my fortune, and, on the following 
day,v I boqnd myself by a solema oath never to 
hazard another guinea on the chances either of 
cards or dice. Aware of the ridicule and re- 
proaches this resolution would draw upon me, 
I resdved to abajddon London, and maintain, in 
jBome distant county, that degree of pompous 
parade I was no longer capable of supporting in 
fhe metropolis. CaroUne Wellsfprd had attained 
her sixth year. From^ the several letters I had 
received from her father since the time he was 
idecdved by the account of her decease, I felt 
perfectly convinced of his determii^ation never, to 
quit J^iaica, and my fears of his discovering 
^ hk daughter were entirely siibduied. Under cir-^ 
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cutnffances thus favourable to my ivisbes, I r(S- 
solved to remove Caroline to my own residence, 
and, Mattered myself I should, in some (Jiegrep, 
expiate toy crime, by taking upon myself the du- 
ties of a parent. The attempt was impious; I 
bad no feelings for such a task : my manners were, 
neither calculated to excite her confidence nor 
esteem. 

'^ My proceedings jsince tliis epoc^ I need not 
relate. They are already known, while my soul 
sickens at the recollection of the past and looks, 
towards the future with agony and (^espair/' 



Thus concluded a narrative which presented 
a striking example of vices, matured in the un- 
controlled Indulgence of youthful levity, and 
cdritinued from a sensibility to those false notions 
of disgrace that seemed attached to their disco- 

• '•1. ,. T . 'f!' 

very or reformation. The unhappy subject of 
this ^memoir, with all his exertions^ for selif-inter- 
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est ahd gmtificalioh^ was incapable of guailling 
agtiihfit this iiii|)ulsls of intoxkdtkig palssion that 
phxluc^d the iliost efifectite puokhment. His 
jJirtde Would probably nevet- haVe b^ii suffidieBfly 
sbbdtred tb hAvfe J>rodiiced a confession of Ms 
criities, but fjroih tte awful rtflections his feftuA- 
fibti tilled forth' It was CoBsidere<i tecjuisit^ 
that the information which this paper conli^di^ed 
should, for the present, be carefully concealed 
fn^' Mrs; i^jtflvfei. While Oirbliiie Alniotid, un- 
cubie to cotrccal die ^werlul fem'btionS k had od- 
iJasioified, edibrtibed hter sisl^ with a' dfegreei of 
rapture and entmisiasin that threatehfed immedi- 
ate discovery. 



» '"; ■'. 
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CHAPTER Xir. 



CONCLUSION. 



EIarlvin received daily the reports of the sur-^ 
geons who att^oided his wife/ and they progre84 
sively confirmed the hopes that had been given 
of her recovery. His reflections were of a nature . 
to produce very powerful reasoning on the past, 
and strong resolutions for liie fiiture. The dreads 
tA effects of the passicm which had so long b6e^ 
kindling in his bosom^ were developed in its last 
paroxysm, with a degree of horribli^ 3^ hiastti^ ^ 
ous illustration^ that carried convictioii to his souL 
The impressions which such a catastrophe was 
cdbukted to qonvey, are not to be considered 
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as the traraieot repix)o& deiived from' common 
occurreaces in life, b^t as a great and awful 
lesBon never to be obliterated from the mind 

■ 

Varioos and poignant were the feelings his re- 
veries occasioned ; the confirmation of the fallacy 
of bis-suspicionsy was blended with shame and 
regret for *having ever experienced them ; and, 
while be trembled at the recollection of his 
former phrensy, his heart dilated witli love imd 
gratitude to that Providence who had bestowed 
an hiBi forett>te instruction, and yet preserved 
hkn feom the puniidiment that ^emed attached 
to it.- ■ : -^ :. -' ^ ' ^ '^ . — • '■^^^' 

X 

f 

>■ ; ■ ' ' ■ ■ ' ■•'(,:'.>"■•■ 

... . ■ , ...... ^ .^ - 

Osniond's wound, lon the thkd cby, ^xK)3Sfl»M 
such Eftvourable appearancies, as indmsedr^^hsi suiv 
geons to give some hopes tliat fab \i§t ^mijo^lpie 
pmeat?ed for a considnrablp time^ altfaau^ilji^ 
onsidenesd it would ultkmUdy be itjbe^jcn^ 
bi& idoath.. Caroline Bttexided him wt^^norujeb tank 
aad sfi^cibod^; but her tenderness^ sMtmlisd>itot.net 

vith the cruelty g( his past, cond^t 
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it; WHS m vdn sbe endeavoumd toasaotiie thorn 
3elf"tiphraidin|^ of consotence which agitBtdd iw 
tnmcl, and iacreaAed the fever his medical attuMi^ 
jmts so earnestly wmhed to mbihie, Her tnoi 
^%s divided between hes iaterdisc0veiied:;Wtef ;a9dl 
im: gufirdian, while: she. anddiws^ looked JonvfecOnl 
to the period wjben she mi^t emfarmre Ibe fionper 
^^icjler the ^flfecjtioa&te. appeUatk)n ^i^o irdifti^ 
>vished to.qoait^uiniqettei . 4 •iT;*or> 



* S't' 



: YoiQing Herbert, i^ho bad expiessed tl^rndt 
tender concern for her health during ;the Ifrti 
alarming events^ was a constant attendant inrtbe 
lleighbourhood ; and was enabled, to make ob- 
iiMlif«tBEiil3 on her: tliaractery whk>h incmi^sed 
Mm eateeo^i and cQD6rmed ius regard, i Hi« 
i«idd^ d^rl^re> frbni . his colkge only a £ew 
ijdt^ litftarbb felttrn to it from Momnoothsbir^ 
tqrad^^otoaskHied by, a^letDer from his £itfanv^ whom 
lie^afiincrt:iBren:3ince^e7accideEit:&^ intr^aetd 
him v/tQ;<}tiisiond's £wiiiy. Sir Wil&fDv it( ^b^ 
{!{^tl|)y ini&iriiitdL hi3 son, that heilmd not' ^odijp 
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raoeired «n aocotrat of his having preserved the 
life of hjs neighbour's ward, but be was also ae- 
qliaioted virith has subsequoit attentions to that 
foong lady, which ealled from him the inform^^ 
4tion and advice he ^as about to communis 
tata This informaidon related to certain con* 
ftned anecdotes he had heard concerning Os<^ 
mond during his early life, and the advice was 
conveyed rather as a command than a caution, 
tp be careful of forming an attachment that 
' might disgrace his fiunily and endanger his own 
happmess. 
\_ • ' • '..*•- ■ ■ ' 

The nabiral warmth of young Herbert's 
temper urged him to consider this lett» a$ 
aa infringement on the liberty of 0{muQn an,d 
conduct be had hitherto been allowed |o ef^ 
joy. With his usual haste and impetuo^y, he 
left Oxford the following morning. On bis ar- 
rival in London, he discovered Earlvin's ad* 
dress, and immediately proceeded to hb h^use, 
dthoi^h be had scarcely a questaoa to ask 
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as an exfiuse fo^ his visit, ^rom Mni. Earl** 
tin's conversation, Hei*bert was informed of the 
arrangemi^nts that had bceti ftiadeby MnOsaiOdd 
fbt the settlement of his ward, and, although shtt 
^Ve no Opinion as to Caroline's incKnatidns to^ 
wards the projmsed alliance, yet Herbert ftkU 
fered himself, from the evasive replies he refcdiv(&d 
to ^e^taijtt pAirts x)i hfe inquiries, th4t the tfkt^ 
tions of tfe^ yt^ng lady Were still disengaged. 
This c^bnclttSion was calculated to inci^ea^ kil . 
4rd(>uf) a&d ^n<goumge his perseverance : he pro^ 
iniis^d Mrs. Eaiivi^ that he wiould not disturb 
fbe tranquillity of Mr. Osaiond's fatnily by his 
pre^eilce> or tuke i&uch i»ea)ns to procum an i» 
%*rv}fei?# ^ifh Miss Almond, as would be likely 
tb inf^t^eisi the ^evetity and ill huiuour of her 
^ardfett. He, however, considei-ed^ that theae 
^oiM^s in T\6 Wfey r^tricted him frotti re^naiiy- 
iWg W LdnkJon. " i 

On the fotlow^ing evebing, he was infcmneil 
#f Wi Mr«^t> that Dr. Sulfit bad ju«t arrived 
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in town, and had been seen to enter Mr. Os- 
mond's housd by one who bad the curiosity to 
trace him from the inn where be alighted. This 
intelligence, in addition to a part of the contents 
of. his father's letter, cbnvinced him that the doc- 
tor was in the confidence of Sir WiUiam, land 
be had. no doubt but his journey to London 
was as ^n official agent p the business, which 
seemed to occasion the latter so much anxie^ 
aiKl alarm. Vexed and irritated at the bter- 
ference of a stranger in an afifair that requited 
considerable delicacy, Herbert immediately pro- 
eeeded to the house of Mr. OsmOrid vijitn the 
intention of coming to explanations tiiat bbw 
appeared absolutely necessary fdr the f^ter^st 
of both parties. In his Way be met Cirofm^, 
attended only by her own servaliit,^haffyh4i^ 
wards the residence of her friend Mrs. 
This interview produced those declftratiohaT- oii 

r 

the part of Herbert, which, under other 'cir- 
cumstances, be ^vould perhaps have cau^busly 
concealed. Caroline's terror and agitation pr^ 
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vented her cither from refusing his company, 
or requiring he shotild change' a conversation 
which she might have considered as some* 
wh^t ^brupfc and assuming. On their arfival at . 
Earlvin^s, house, they found Julif in tlie utmost , 
anxiety and distress at the unusual absence 
of her husband^ whom she had not seen since 

r - ■ 

the morning. Herbert remained for some tim^ .; 
aidlttg the endeavours of Caroline tP c^m the 

# 

fean^ of her friend, whose alarms were increased ^ 
frpni a coosideratipn of the events which had 
occurred in the eajrly pa0; of the day. Mrs, 
£arlyin f\t lei>]^b bec^e ien^ible of the impro* . 
pqely qf •^ert)?r,t!i^ visit at so unseasonable' an 
h<^^|^ jp^^d^tbe ^con^eqpences .that might ensue, 
sh^^^ jFe^ij^ retuirn before his departure. She 
therefQjre imraed^^^tely urged the necessity of his 
lB.bsenjC|vywi|,h tbe pnost earnest solicitude,, and 
Herbejjfe^^p a-sjiprj^ time took his leave, while 
Earl vin^qb^erved him quit the house under the 
most vi^ent ^motions of rage and jealousy. 



r.^-iiK 



The surgeons who attende4 Osmond at lengtlj 



\ 
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declared be (pigbt be removed by cautious and 
slow travelling to hia seat in Monipouthshire, 
Caroline requested to accornpany him in tbia 
journey, but lie firmly refused the attentions she 
was so an)(iousvto bestow upon him. Indeed 
there still remained «ome shades of the strong 
and prominent traits of Ospiond's former charac* 
tier, ev^n in the midst of his punishment and 
coMritbn. His principal wish ^'as^ to e$c$pe 
from the observations of those who were ac- 
quainted with the perfidy that hf^d marked the 
actions of his early life. He had abr^a^y made 
over a considerable part of his property to the 
daughters of the much-injured Wellaford, undei? 
forms of law^ that rendered it imposs»b|o for himi 
to retract; and, although he preserved a Buffi^' 
cient income tp mqiintain a handsome establish^ 
men t, his hopes on its future enjoy meat were 
eKttem^y limited ajsyd feeble. His pbysieiafa^ 
bmtod, that if, after ft few weeks, bis strengib 
was so for recruited as to enable him lio under* 
take a sea voyage, they should recommend Lis- 
bon ior hia residence during the followiag wm- 
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ter. 11)6 J could oot have proposed a. more de^ 
$irable arrangement ta their patient^ who. waited 
with mucdi anxiety for the mpmept when he might 
lie allowed to leave England* 

The progress of Mrs, EarWin's recovery wm 
gradual; the evept^ and discoveries that h94 
^Kcurred, since her iconfinement were conveyed 
%o rher with care and discretion; and the inter^ 
view with her husband and chfldren was^ deferred 
ll^ lo^ ^ possibles^ that she might be the better 
enabled to support the emotions it was calcniate4 
to call forth. 

It was c^ar a^mpnth after the catastrophe) 
that had reduced them to their present situationi 
before th^ surgeons would consent to this meet? 
ing» and Julia was yet extremely weak and d^^ 
iHlitated, On the naming of the day appointed 
for t^uB interview, h^r two children were placed 
\lf her side on the sofa upon which she reclined. - 
The youngest huijig round her neck, whUe tb^ 
eldest with affectionate caresses^ kissed away tht 
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tears that fell oa her bosom. It was at this mo- 

ment, that Fdix, conducted by the mild and 

venerable Seville, entered the apartment. Their 

approach was silent and cautious. Earlvin, with 

^clasped hands, and a countenance expressive of 

the most powerful and various sensations, gazed 

* ■ . 

on his wife for some moments before she was 

conscious he was in the room. The moment 

she beheld him, she attempted to utter his name, 

but her voice melted into a faint ejaculation of 

joy, and she sunk pale and senseless in his 

embrace. 

■ • ., 

The interval of silence which followed tliis 
interesting moment, can only be employed by 
the narrator«,in a confession of his inability to 
describe the feelings it produced. To him, how- 
ever^ whose unfortunate passion was the source 
of the lesson it conveyed, the impressions 'were 
never to be obliterated. The consciousness of 
present felicity was mingled with reflections on 
the dangers he had escaped, and a perfect con- 
viction of the errors that had occasioned them'. 



JEALOUSY, 449 

'^ Oh ! Seville/* exclaimed the trembling'and 
repentant victim, '^ even the delicious sensations 
of this moment are embittered with painful and 
agonising emotions. The enthusiasm of love and 
rapture that should warm my heart and elevate 
me with a sense of my blessings, is chilled by the 
recollection of my un worthiness !" 

^' Allow me, then, for the last time,** an- 
swered the old man, whose withered cheeks were 
bedewed with tears, while his hands and eyes 
were elevated towards heaven with pious fervour, 
** to call your attention ta that Providence, who 
has preserved you in the hour of eminent peril, 
and afforded you a lesson of awful instruction. 
May the^events of the last few months, with the 
sensauohs they have excited, and the effects they 
have produced, be impressed on your mind vivid 
an^ immutable during the remaining part of your 
life ! May they forin a series of illustrations on 
tlie necessity of suppressing those violent find 
dangerous passions of the human heart, which 
often undermine the brightest virtues, and subdue 

2 G 
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the best feelings pf our n$tture ! May th^ de- 
v^lop those slow aaad insidipps moveQieati^ that 
gr^dutilly lead tbef unwary victim from simple 
Qrror to bold and confirrQed vice^! And may 
they," continued tiie aged and piou$ orator, while 
lie sunk on his trembling knees, ai^d his little 
auditory surrounded him in the same humble 
posture, ** may they serve to call forth your 
gratitude to that almighty and beneficent Being, 
whose eye encircles the universe he has created, 
iibi>d traces with unerring accuracy the secret re* 
ee^se^ of the soul! who looks down on the 
<ciieatures he bad called into life with beQ^ga love 
^d tendern^s, and who supplies their wants, 
and promotes their enjoymeoti, with the affec- 
tionfit^ solicitude of a food md mdulgeot pa- 
rent !" 

t 

t' 

t 

Osmond remained no longer in England thaft 
wai fibsolutely requisite for him to recover ^ufi^ 
cient strength to quit it. I>unng this intenral, be 
made arrangements that placed Mrs. Earlvin ia 
the possession of the propeilty beqiieathsd to her 
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by h6f father, beyond the poivei* of molestation 
frord those whose interests were affected by hei< 
claims. He also secured the fortune he had madi 
over to Caroline by the most firm and legal tneatls^ 
Hiid/ having dispofi^d of His estate in Monmouth-^ 
^hire, he presented each of his servants with a 
small sy^ ^foove the atiKHinl of their wages, aifict 
disi:ha;rged the wbde of tbeoi itotn his empt6y« 
After a tedioai^ atid ttelettit^tlf voyage, he Ar- 
rived -at IJsbon, a weak emekJiated w^^nderer. 
He was enabled to purchase every luxury the* ci^ 
afforded ; and his most sanguine hopes were 
feklhed it) the plans of coticealment be had so 
cdutiously adopted; But hia situiatioin eomtnatid^^ 
ed ooniforts and ei\)dyments of a.very dlflfet^t 
ttatorei The languor df ill health, a defeilitM-^ 
ed body, and^ubdoed spirits, required sources 
of consolation, of which Osmond was entirely 

• ^ 

destitute. His Courage failed ^ith his streugth; 
he became restless, feeble, and timid, till at 
length ivorn out by tlie agbnfteis^ of disease, and 
the bbrrorfe of an afflicted conscience, he expired 
in^ the midst of his- foreign domestici^j a few 

2 G 2 
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months after his c^rrival at Lisbon. By a will 
that was placed in the hands of bis solicitor in 
London, the remaining part of his property was 
equally divided between Caroline and her sister. 
His ' character exhibited a striking and forcible 
example of the dangerou3 consequences that inay 
be expected from an early and unlknited : indul- 
g^i^ to youthful passions, and the fallacy and 
iqj police of those sordid piinciple^ of action m 
v^hich self-gratification is the main and leading 
i^jing. : 

■ / ; ' ■ - - . . , 

Onslow, after rambling over the continent for 
several years, aiid plunging inj;o every scene of 
yj^e add dissipation that opened to his view, re-, 
turn^ to bis native country t a bankrupt in fortune 
aod constitution. He subsisted for some months 
on the bounty of those who b^^d known him in his 
prosperity, and expired und^ the ipfirniities of 
pj^mature old age. The fi^w virtues, he possessed 
wei;e opposed to powerful- vicqs. He was gene- 
rous without principie^ and sbcere without ho- 
nesty j his passions wero, the srasitive vibrations 
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that governed ail his actious, aad his best feel- 
iogg w^re only excke4 when he had no temptation 
to subdue them. . 



4 < 



His mother lavished away the property sh^^ 
pajsesscd by the will of Mr. Wellsford in tl^^ 
mojst abandoned and licentious society, and died 
at an advanced age, a dreadful example of hard- 
encd depravity. 

Herbert and Caroline, after a short interval, 
were united to each other. Sir William, whose, 
objections were occasioned by the character of 
the person he considered as lier guardian, acqui- 
esced to their union immediately he became ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of her real situa- 
tion. Herbert, in the calm and tranquil enjoy -^ 
ments of domestic society, gradually acquired a 
stability and firmness of character that converted 

■T 

the romantic ardour and impetuosity of a youth-, 
ful attachment, tp those refined and matured af- 
fections which ar^ e^^perienqed by the father of a 
family for the motl^er of his children. 
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Earlvm, after some difficulty, prevailed u jxjtt 
Setilie to accept of a neat cottage that was sitiH 
ated near his own residence in Monmouthshire^ 
while he inci%ased his comforts by the addition of 
a small annuity^ and generously lessened his sense 
6f obligation, in allowing him to superintend a 
part oiF his estates, and bestowing on him the ap- 
pellation of his principal steward. He lived to 
a very advanced age, and, tlirough the friendship 
and hospitality of his benevolent neighbour, the 
Wst . years of his life were warmed with those 
cheering enjoyments of domestic s6ciety, that are 
ii desirable to the refined scholar as to tlie un- 
cultivated ruitic. 

w ( • - " - 

" ^ f I ^ 1 . ^ K : , . ' 

Earl vih and his wife became old in the midst 
of a xhimerous and amiable family. iFhey expe-^ 
ricAced mAhy years of uninterrupted felicity ; -and 
ilthotrgh, at intervals, a pensive melancholy wotiW 
adedttipjiny the recollection 6f the past, yet it pro- 
diicdd refieetions most likely to insui'e their hoped 
6n the fuitiire. Felik Wdtcfai^d the slow aMd subtle 
developement <]if the htiman p^s^ons in the bosoms 
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of his children, with the anxiety of a parent; his 
instructions were conveyed with a warmth of elo- 
quence and energy of feeling his situation and ex- 
perience were so well calculated to convey. Yet, 
in the fervour and enthusiasm of his lessons, he 
still remembered, with trembling humility, the at- 
tributes of that Providence, who had preserved 
him in the most awful crisis of his existence, and 
rendered him sensible of the duties and happiness 
of a married man. 



THE END. 



Printed bj S. H«miltou» Wejbridge. 
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